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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians

| ntroduction

AUTHOR

Paul, the apostle (1:1; 16:21), joined by Sosthenes, who some think may be the same as mentioned in
Ac 18:17. The authorship of this epistleis attributed to Paul by Clement of Romein 95 A.D.

PLACE OF WRITING
Thecity of Ephesus (16:8).
TIME OF WRITING

Probably in the spring of 57 A.D., shortly before the Jewish feast of Pentecost (16:8), during histhird
missionary journey (Ac 19:1-41).

BACKGROUND OF THE CITY OF CORINTH

Corinth was Stuated on the Isthmus of Greece (called Achaiain the Bible) between the lonian Seaand
the Aegean Sea, above the Mediterranean Sea. About 50 milesto the east was the city of Athens.

The Corinth of Paul's day was relatively new. The old Corinth (which was famous and powerful in the
days of the Peloponnesian War) was burned in 146 B.C. by the Roman proconsul, L. Mummius
Because it was a city devoted to the gods, a hundred years were required to pass before the city could
be rebuilt. 1n46 B.C., Julius Caesar rebuilt the city, populated it with a colony of veterans and
freedmen, and named it Julia Corinthus. It soon became a very important commercia center.

With a population of 400,000 and being a prominent center of commerce in the Mediterranean world, it
was aplacefor dl sorts of vice. An example of itsimmoraity was found in the temple of Venus
(Aphrodite), which hosted 1000 priestesses dedicated to progtitution in the name of rdligion. The city's
close proximity to the city of Athens probably added the problem of intellectudism. Asnoticed inthe
epigtle, such an environment had its effect upon the church in Corinth. It is amazing that a church existed
a dl insuchaaty.

BACKGROUND OF THE CHURCH AT CORINTH

The establishment of the church occurred during Paul's second missonary journey. It isrecorded by
Lukein Ac 18:1-18, which can be divided into three sections:

+ Abiding with Aquilaand Priscilla, fellow tentmakers; reasoning in the synagogue
every Sabbath (Ac 18:1-6).
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+ Inthehouse of Justus, abiding there and teaching for ayear and six months (Ac
18:7-11)

+ Anincident before Galio, proconsul of Achaia (Ac 18:12-18)

It gppears from reading the epitle that the church was adversdy affected by the immora environment
found in the city. Pride caused divison in the church and disruption in the services (1 Co 1-4, 11).
Immorality and immodesty found its way into the church, which gave it a bad reputation (1 Co 5). The
brethren were taking their personal problems with each other before the heathen courtsinstead of
working them out among themselves (1 Co 6). Other issues affecting the church included questions
about marriage (1 Co 7), mesats sacrificed to idols (1 Co 8-10), women praying and prophesying with
heads uncovered (1 Co 11), abusing the Lord's Supper (1 Co 11), the use of spiritud gifts (1 Co
12-14), the resurrection from the dead (1 Co 15), and the collection for the saintsin Jerusdem (1 Co
16). Thus the church was one beset with problems and questions that needed to be answered.

PURPOSE OF WRITING

The bad news concerning the problems at Corinth had reached Paul in Ephesus. It seemsthat this news
came from at least two sources: 1) the household of Chloe (1:11); and 2) aletter sent to him (7:1),
possibly by the hands of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (16:17).

Therefore, in answer to these reports Paul writes:

TO CORRECT SINFUL PRACTICESAND REFUTE FALSE DOCTRINE
THEME: 1Corinthians1:10

"Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but
that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment.”

BRIEF OUTLINE (adapted from Dextor Sammons)
INTRODUCTION (1:1-9)

|. PROBLEMSREPORTED BY THE HOUSE OF CHL OE (1:10-6:20)
A. FACTIONSIN THE CHURCH (1:1-4:21)
B. SEXUAL IMMORALITY (5:1-13)
C. LAWSUITSAMONG BRETHREN (6:1-11)
D. MORAL DEFILEMENTS (6:12-20)

II. PROBLEMSMENTIONED IN THE LETTER FROM CORINTH (7:1-16:9)
A. MARRIAGE & CELIBACY (7:1-40)
B. EATING MEATSSACRIFICED TO IDOLS(8:1-11:1)
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WOMEN PRAYING AND PROPHESYING WITH HEADS UNCOVERED (11:2-16)
THE LORD'S SUPPER (11:17-34)

SPIRITUAL GIFTS(12:1-14:40)

RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD (15:1-58)

COLLECTION FOR THE SAINTS (16:1-4)

E@MmMOO

CONCLUDING REMARKS, INSTRUCTIONS, AND BENEDICTION (16:5-24)
REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1) Onwhich journey did the apostle Paul establish the church in Corinth?

2) Wheredoweread of the establishment of the Corinthian church?

3) Whodid Paul first stay with in Corinth? What did they have in common? (Ac 18:1-3)

4) Which chief ruler of the synagogue was converted? (Ac 18:8)

5) Approximately how long did Paul stay in Corinth? (Ac 18:11)

6) Who did Aquila and Priscilla convert in Ephesuswho later went to Corinth? (Ac 18:24-
19:1)

7) From wheredid Paul writethisfirst epistleto Corinth? (16:8)

8) What isthe approximate date of writing?

9) What two thingsexisted in Corinth that appear ed to have an adver se effect on the church?

10) What isthe purpose of this epistle?

11) Whereisthetheme of the epistle stated?
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians

Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To understand how division is unacceptable is the Body of Chrigt

2) To seewhy our boasting should be only in the Lord

SUMMARY

In his opening remarks Paul expresses gratitude that the Corinthians had been enriched by God, came
behind in no gift, and were eagerly waiting for the revelation of the Lord (1-9). Heimmediately begins
dedling with the first problem, that of divison which manifested itsalf in what we might cal "prescheritis’
(10-17). Discerning that the underlying cause concerns the exdtation of human wisdom, Paul
demondrates the folly of boagting in such (18-31).

OUTLINE

|. INTRODUCTION (1-9)

A. GREETINGSFROM PAUL AND SOSTHENES (1-3)

1
2.

To the church at Corinth, and those who in every place cal on the name of Jesus (2)
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus (3)

B. THANKSGIVING FOR GOD'S GRACE TOWARDS THEM (4-9)

1.
2. Coming short in no gift as they eagerly await the revelaion of the Lord Jesus Chrigt (7)
3.

4. For Godisfaithful, who caled them into the fdlowship of His Son (9)

Enriching them in dl knowledge, even as Chridt's testimony was confirmed in them (5-6)

Who will confirm them so they may be blamdess (8)

Il. THE NATURE OF THE DIVISION AT CORINTH (10-17)

A. ASREPORTED TO PAUL (10-12)

1
2.
3.

His pleafor unity (10)
For those of Chloe's household have reported contentions among them (11)
Evidently invalving "preacheritis’ (12)

B. PAUL'SINITIAL REACTION (13-17)

1
2.

Rhetorica questions to illugtrate the absurdity of what we would cal "preacheritis’ (13)
Gratitude that he persondly baptized few of them (14-17)

a. Lest any should accuse him of baptizing in his own name (14-15)

b. Adminigtering baptism was not his chief caling anyway (16-17)
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[II.THE FOLLY OF BOASTING IN HUMAN WISDOM (18-31)

A. GOD WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WI SE (18-25)

1. Granted, the message of the crossis foolish to some, but not to the saved (18)

2. But God will the destroy the wisdom of the world (19-20)

3. God chose to use His foolishness and His weakness to save those who bdieve (21-25)
a. Because the world through its wisdom knew not God (21a)
b. So God chose to save mankind through a"foolish" message about Chrigt crucified

(21b-24)

c. But even God's "foolishness' and "weakness' iswiser and stronger than men (25)

B. THE CORINTHIANS OWN CALLING DEMONSTRATESTHISTRUTH (26-29)
1. Not many of them were "wise, mighty, or noble" (26)
2. But God has chosen those things that are "foolish, weak, base, despised, and which are

not”, so that no flesh should glory in His presence (27-29)

C. INSTEAD, BOAST IN THE LORD (30-31)
1. He provides true wisdom, plus righteousness and sanctification and redemption (30)
2. Weshould glory only in Him (31)

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) Whojoined with Paul in addressing thisletter to the Corinthians? (1)

3) What was onething the church did not lack in Corinth? (7)

4) What isthefirst problem Paul dealswith in this epistle? (10)

5) Who reported thisproblem to him? (11)

6) How wastheir divisiveness expressed? (12)

7) Who had Paul personally baptized at Corinth? (14,16)
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8) Why was Paul thankful that he had not baptized any other? (15)

9) In what two ways do men view the preaching of the cross? (18)

10) How did the preaching of Christ crucified appear to the Jews and the Greeks? (23)

11) How has God chosen to confound the wise of thisworld? (27-28)

12) Upon what grounds may we boast? (31)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To gppreciate Paul's method of proclaiming the gospe

2) To seethe need for ingpiration and understand the process by which it took place
SUMMARY

Continuing to demondirate the folly of boasting in human wisdom, Paul reminds them of how he cameto
them. Instead of depending upon excellent speech or persuasive words of wisdom, he proclaimed
Jesus Chrigt and Him crucified, confirming his tesimony with a demongtration of the Spirit and power
(1-4). Thishedid that their faith might rest in God's power, not in the wisdom of men (5).

He did proclam atype of wisdom, however, that wisdom which comes from God (6-9). He describes
the process by which God has reveded this wisdom through His Spirit (10-13). Paul then contrasts the
difference between the "naturd man" (one who depends upon his own human wisdom) who does not
receive the things of the Spirit, and the "spiritua man" (one led by the Spirit of God, such as Paul) who
has the mind of Chrigt (14-16).

OUTLINE

. PAUL'SMANNER OF PREACHING (1-5)

A. HE PREACHED " JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED" (1-3)
1. Declaring the testimony of God without excellence of speech or wisdom (1)
2. Determined not to know anything among them but Jesus and Him crucified (2)
3. Doneinweskness, fear and much trembling (3)

B. WITH DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT AND OF POWER (4-5)
1. Not with persuasive words of human wisdom (4)
2. That their faith would rest in the power of God, not the wisdom of men (5)

Il. THE TRUE WISDOM OF GOD (6-16)

A. THE"HIDDEN" NATURE OF GOD'SWISDOM (6-9)
1. Theagpostles do speak a sort of wisdom (6)
a.  Among those who are mature (6a)
b. Butitisnot thewisdom of thisage or itsrulers, which is coming to nothing (6b)
2. Thewisdom of God they speak has been a"mysery” (7-9)
a.  Ordained before time began, but hidden (7)
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b. Unknown by the rulers of this age, which iswhy they crucified the Lord (8)
¢. Man had not discovered what God has prepared for those who love Him (9)

B. THE SPIRIT'SREVELATION OF GOD'SWISDOM (10-13)

1. Reveded through His Spirit (10-11)
a. The Spirit searchesfor the deep things of God (10)
b. Only the Spirit of God can know the things of God (11)

2. Made known to the apostles (12)
a.  Who have received the Spirit from God (12a)
b. Sothey might know the things fredy given by God (12b)

3. Spoken now by the apostles (13)
a.  Not in words according to human wisdom (13a)
b. Butinwords taught by the Spirit, comparing spiritud things with spiritud (13b)

C. THE"NATURAL MAN" VERSUSTHE "SPIRITUAL MAN" (14-16)

1. The"naturd man" (e.g., philosopher) does not receive the things of the Spirit of God (14a)
a. They arefoolish to him (14b)
b. Becausethey are"soiritudly” discerned (14c)

2. But with the "spiritud man" (e.g., an gpostle), such is not the case (15-16)
a. Heisabletojudgeal things properly (15a)
b. Nooneisableto properly judge him (15b)
c. For hehas"the mind of Chrigt" (16)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) How does Paul describe his preaching among them? (1-2)

3) How does Paul describe hisfedlings among them? (3)

4) What accompanied Paul as he preached the gospel ? (4)

5) What six phrasesin verses 9-13 help to explain the process by which the hidden mystery
of God was made known?
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6) What phrase teachesthe concept of " verbal inspiration” ? (13)

7) What issaid about the" natural” man? (14)

8) What issaid about the " spiritual” man? (15-16)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To seethe proper place of preachers and teachersin relation to their work

2) To appreciate God's view of the church as the temple of God

SUMMARY

Paul continues to dedl with the problem of division in this chapter. Its seriousnessis seenin its carndity,
which prevented Paul from being able to speak as to spiritualy mature people (1-4). To help them see
the folly of exalting preachers over each another, Paul shows their reation to one other and to their
work, which is building the temple of God (5-17). To the warning not to defile the temple of God, Paul
adds another not to glory in the wisdom of thisworld nor in men (18-23).

OUTLINE

THE CARNAL NATURE OF DIVISION (1-4)

A. CARNAL CHRISTIANSAT CORINTH (1-2)
1. Prevented Paul from spesking to them asto spirituad people (1a)
2. Ther carndity indicated they were till babes in Chrigt, unable to receive solid food (1b-2)

B. EVIDENCE OF THEIR CARNALITY (3-4)
1. Theenvy, grife, and divisons among them (3)
2. Asexpressed in their calling themselves after men (4)

. RELATION OF PREACHERSTO THEIR WORK (5-17)

A. PREACHERS ARE SERVANTS, USED BY GOD (5-7)
1. Minigters given the opportunity to serve God in various ways (5-6a)
2. Butitis God who givestheincrease (6b-7)

B. THEIR RELATION TO ONE ANOTHER AND THEIR WORK (8-17)
1. United intheir work, though their [abor and rewards may differ (8)
2. Felow workers with God, they work on God's building (9)
a Laying the foundation (as Paul did) of Jesus Christ (10-11)
b. Building on the foundation, using various materias to be tested at the Last Day (12-15)
3. A grong warning, Since this building is the temple of God and indwelt by the Spirit (16-17)

[11.AVOID GLORYING IN WORLDLY WISDOM OR MEN (18-23)
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A. REASONSNOT TO GLORY IN WORLDLY WISDOM (18-20)
1. Youwill only deceive yoursdf (18)
2. Thewisdom of thisworld isfoolishness with God (19-20)

B. REASONSNOT TO GLORY IN MEN (21-23)
1. All things (incduding men) are yours (21-22)
2. You are Chrid's, and Chrigt is God's (23)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) What prevented Paul from speaking to the Corinthians as unto spiritual people? (1-3)

3) What manifested their carnality? (3-4)

4) Who was moreimportant, hethat planted, or the one that watered? (6-7)

5) Upon what foundation isthe church built? (11)

6) When will thework of ministersbe fully made manifest? (13)

7) |If those converted by preachersarelost, will the preachersbe lost? (14-15)

8) What sort of building isthe church? (16)

9) What isthe wisdom of thisworld to God? (19)

10) Why should we not glory in men? (21-22)

11) And to whom do we belong? (23)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Tolearn further how we should regard preachers and teachers

2) Tolearn alesson in humility by observing the examples of the gpostles

SUMMARY

With this chapter Paul brings to a conclusion his trestment of the problem of divison asit existed in the
church at Corinth. He describes the proper estimate one should have of those who serve God, and why
we should |eave the ultimate evaluation of such men to God (1-5). Having dready used himsdlf and
Apollos as examples to help them see the errors of their arrogance (cf. "puffed up™), Paul dso usesthe
example of the apostlesin a passage filled with irony (6-13). His purposeis not to shame them, but to
warn them, for he is sending Timothy to remind them of what is proper, and he himsdlf is coming to ded
with those who are "puffed up", if necessary (14-21).

OUTLINE

THE PROPER ESTIMATE OF PAUL & OTHERS (1-5)

A. SERVANTS& STEWARDS (1-2)
1. Sevantsof Chrigt, sewards of the mysteries of God (1)
2. Their chief responghbility: faithfulness (2)

B. THE PROPER JUDGE OF SUCH THINGS (3-5)
1. Not Chrigtians, or any human court (3a)
2. Not even one's own sf, but rather, the Lord (3b-4)
3. Thereforeleaveit up to Him (5)

. LESSONSIN HUMILITY (6-13)

A. PAUL & APOLLOSALREADY USED ASEXAMPLES (6)
1. Tolearninthem not to think beyond what is written (6a)
2. That none be "puffed up" on behdf of one againg the other (6b)

B. REBUKE IN THE FORM OF IRONY (7-8)
1. For they act asthough they were the source of what they have (7)
2. Withirony, Paul rebukes them (8)

C. THE EXAMPLE OF THE APOSTLES (9-13)

The First Epistle To The Corinthians 14



Mark A. Copeland

1. Madea"spectacle’ to the world (9)
2. Contrasted with the pride of the Corinthians, usng more irony (10)
3. Theplight of the gpostles (11-13)

I11.PAUL'SPURPOSE IN WRITING THESE THINGS (14-21)

A. NOT TO SHAME, BUT TO WARN (14-16)
1. Thosewhom he consders as beloved children (14)
2. Those whom he has begotten through the gospel (15)
3. Those whom he charges to imitate him (16)

B. TOCOMPLEMENT VISITSBY TIMOTHY AND HIMSELF (17-21)
1. Heissending Timothy to remind them (17)
2. Hehimsdf will soon come, Lord willing, to ded with those who are "puffed up* (18-21)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) What two terms properly describe preachers of the gospe ? (1)

3) Whoisto bethejudge of those who servetheLord? (3-5)

4) Why was Paul writing these things? (6)

5) What technique did Paul use in teaching lessons about humility? (8,10)

6) Who did Paul use as an example of humility? (9-13)

7) Why was Paul writing these thingsto them? (14)

8) How had Paul becomelikea" father" tothem? (15)
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9) Why was he sending Timothy to them? (17)

10) What one phraseisused repeatedly in this chapter to describe some at Corinth? (6,18,19)

11) What choices did Paul leave them asto how he might come to them? (21)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Five

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To understand the need for proper church discipline

2) To undergand the nature of church discipline

SUMMARY

Having dedlt with the problem of divison in thefirst four chapters, Paul now addresses the problem of
immorality in the church a Corinth. He describes the particular case at hand, one which even pagan
Gentiles would find shameful (1). Rebuking them for being "puffed up" instead of mourning (2), Paul
then ingtructs them to "deliver such aoneto Satan”, giving them reasons why this action is necessary
(3-8). Clarifying what may have been written in an unknown earlier epistie, Paul condudes by limiting
towards whom such action isto be taken, and describing how it isto be carried out in practice (9-13).

OUTLINE

|. THE PROBLEM OF IMMORALITY IN THE CHURCH AT CORINTH (1-2)

A. THE PARTICULAR CASE AT HAND (1)
1. Something not even the Gentiles would gpprove! (1a)
2. A manwasliving with his father's wife (1b)

B. HOW THE CORINTHIANSWERE HANDLING IT (2)
1. They were"puffed up" (2a)
2. Rather than mourning that such conduct might result in the remova of the offender (2b)

II. INSTRUCTIONSFOR DEALING WITH THISPROBLEM (3-13)

A. HOW TO ADMINISTER CHURCH DISCIPLINE (3-5a)
1. Mus exercise judgment, as Paul though present has dready done (3)
2. When assembled together in the name of Jesus, ddliver such aone to Satan (4-5a)

B. WHY CHURCH DISCIPLINE ISNEEDED (5b-8)
1. Tosavethesnner (5b)
a. By degtroying the flesh (its pride and works)
b. That hisspirit may be saved in the day of the Lord
2. To savethe church (6-8)
a. "A little leaven leavens the whole lump" (6)
b. Our "Passover”, should be kept with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth (7-8)
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C. CLARIFICATIONS CONCERNING CHURCH DISCIPLINE (9-13)
1. Not to be exercised toward those who are of the world (9-10)
2. But towards brethren in Christ who remain in Sin, with such don't even est (11)
3. For God judges those outside the church, while we must judge those indde (12-13a)
4. Thenature of church discipline "put away from yourselves that wicked person” (13b)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THISCHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) What wasthe nature of theimmorality that existed in the church at Corinth? (1)
3) What wasthe attitude of the church in thisregard? (2)

4) Why does a church " deliver such aoneto Satan" ? (5)

5) Why should a church bediligent in exercising church discipline? (6)

6) Whoisthe" passover" for Chrigtians? (7)

7) How should we observe our " Passover” ? (8)

8) Towardswhom is church disciplineto be administered? (9-11)

9) Who hasthe responsbility of judging whom? (12-13)

10) What expressions help explain what it meansto " deliver such aoneto Satan" ? (11,13)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Six

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To seehow brethren in Christ should settle their differences
2) To beimpressed with the power of the gospel to transform the lives of people

3) To appreciate the proper use of our bodiesin serviceto God

SUMMARY

Having seen that the brethren at Corinth were often filled with strife, envy and divisons (3:3), and that
Paul frequently describes them as being "puffed up” (4:6,18), it isnot surprising thet they were dso
guilty of the fault Paul desls with in this chapter: taking brethren to court before unbdlievers. With an
expression of shock and dishdief, he ingtructs them through a series of questions designed to help them
see how absurd and wrong such athing was (1-11).

Thelatter haf of the chapter dedls with what must have been amagor problem in acity like Corinth:
immordity. What might have been acceptable behavior with their bodies prior to becoming Chrigtiansis
no longer acceptable, for even their bodies belong to the Lord, whose Spirit indwells them, and who will
one day raise them from the dead by His own power. Therefore they should glorify God with their
bodies (12-20).

OUTLINE

|. TAKING BRETHREN TO COURT (1-11)

A. PAUL'SREBUKE OF THISPRACTICE (1-6)
1. Darethey take their personal problems to be decided upon by the unrighteous? (1)
a. When the saints will one day judge the world? (2)
b. When the saintswill one day judge angds? (3a)
¢. How much more should they be able to judge matters of thislife! (3b)
2. Morerebuke in the form of questions (4-5)
a. Do they seek the advice of those least esteemed by the church to judge? (4)
b. Dont they have even one wise man among them who could serve as judge? (5)
3. Theshameof itdl: brethren suing each other before unbdieverd (6)

B. CONCERNING LAWSUITSBETWEEN BRETHREN (7-11)
1. Itisbad enough that they had lawsuits to begin with! (7-8)
a. It would be better to accept wrong and be defrauded (7)
b. But no, they found themselves doing wrong and defrauding their own brethren! (8)
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2. A warning and areminder (9-11)
a. Theunrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God (9-10)
b. They had been such, but had been washed, sanctified, and judtified in the name of Jesus
and by the Spirit of God (11)

GLORIFYING GOD WITH YOUR BODY (12-20)

A. THE BODY ISFOR THE LORD (12-14)
1. What may be lawful may not be helpful, and should not overpower us (12)
2. The stomach may need food, but that need is only temporary (13a)
3. Thebody, which isnot for sexud immordity but for the Lord, will be raised up by the
power of God (13b-14)

B. OUR BODIESARE TO BE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, NOT A HARLOT! (15-18)
1. Shdl we take the members of Christ and make them one with a harlot? (15-16)
2. No, for we areto be one in spirit with the Lord (17)
3. Therefore flee immordity which isasin againg your own bodies (18)

C. THEBODY ISTHE TEMPLE OF THEHOLY SPIRIT (19-20)
1. Thebody isatemple of the Holy Spirit who isfrom God, and isin it (19a)
2. You are not your own, you were bought at a price (19b-20a)
3. Therefore glory God in your body (20b)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

List themain points of this chapter

What wasthe nature of the problem being discussed in thefirst part of this chapter? (6)

What is Paul's solution to such a problem? (5)

What would have been better than displaying their differences beforethe eyesof the
world? (7)

What wer e some of the Corinthians before they became Chrigtians? (9-11)
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6) Though something may be lawful, what two other criteria does Paul mention which should
govern our useof it? (12)

7) Towhom does our bodies belong? (15)

8) What isthe body of onewhoisa Christian? (19)

9) What then should we do with our bodies? Why? (20)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Seven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To beimpressed with basic principles governing marriage and the aingle life
2) To seetheimportance of studying scripture in its proper context
SUMMARY

At this point in Paul's |etter, he begins to address those things about which the Corinthians had written to
him (7:1). Inthis chapter he discusses matters reating to marriage and the singlelife. Thefirgt half
desls with issues involving those married (1-24), and the last half covers those who are single (25-40).

It isimportant to notice that some of what Paul saysisin light of the "present distress' being experienced
by the Corinthians, aso that much of what he saysis clearly identified as his persond judgment, not
necessarily the commandments of the Lord. In such cases, it is not amatter of right versus wrong, but
good versus better.

OUTLINE

I. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THOSE MARRIED (1-24)

A. IN GENERAL (1-9)
1. Itisgood to marry to avoid sexud immordity (1-2)
2. Proper atitudes to govern the marriage relationship (3-4)
3. Abstinence appropriate for short times devoted to fasting and prayer (5-6)
4. Living the anglelife with salf-contral a gift from God, so unmarried and widows should
marry if they cannot exercise sdf-control (7-9)

B. INREGARDSTO DIVORCE (10-16)
1. Ascommanded by the Lord (10-11)
a. A wifeisnot to depart from her husband; if she does, let her remain unmarried or ese
be reconciled (10-11a)
b. A husband is not to divorce hiswife (11b)
2. Asingructed by Paul (12-16)
a. Chrigians are not to divorce their unbdieving spouses (12-13)
b. Because of the "sanctifying influence" the believer can have on the family (14)
c. If theunbeliever departs, the believer is not under bondage, let the unbeliever depart
(15
d. Theseindructionsgiven in view of the possbility of the believer being able to save the
unbelieving spouse (16)
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C. PRINCIPLES GOVERNING PAUL'SINSTRUCTIONS (17-24)

1.
2.

3.

Asthe Lord has caled each one, so let him walk (17)

The example of circumcison versus uncircumcison, where kegping the commandments of
God iswhat isimportant (18-20)

The example of being adave versus being free, where one might improve their condition if it
is possible and profitable (19-24)

I1. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THOSE SINGLE (25-40)

A. FOR THOSE WHO ARE VIRGINS (25-38)

1.
2.

3.

4,
S.

Paul gives his persond judgment in light of the "present distress': remain asyou are (25-26)
Of courseif you are married, remain so; but those who are single would be spared much
trouble in the flesh in light of what isto come (27-31)

Remaining unmarried enables them to serve the Lord without distraction, and be totaly
devoted to Him (32-35)

If it is necessary, the sSingle may marry (36)

The choiceis not between good and bad, but between good and better (37-38)

B. FOR THOSE WHO ARE WIDOWS (39-40)

1.
2.

They are free to marry, but only "in the Lord" (39)
Though Paul's persond judgment is that such aone will be happier to remain sngle, whichis
aso the advice (though not demanded) of the Spirit of God (40)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) What arePaul'singructionsto married Christians? (3-5,10-11)

3) What does he advise those who are unmarried and widows? (8-9,25-40)

4) What does hetell Christians married to unbeliever s? (12-16)

5) What underlying principleis governing Paul'sinstructionsin this chapter? (17-24)
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6) What advantage do the single have over the married? (32-35)

7) What restriction does Paul place on widowswho desireto remarry? (39)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Eight

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To seethe rdationship between knowledge and love
2) To undergtand how we might misuse the liberty we have in Chrigt

3) Toredizethe responghility we have to our brethren who may be wesk or lacking in knowledge

SUMMARY

In this chapter and the two to follow, Paul addresses the matter of Christians esting things that had been
sacrificed to idols. Though in the tenth chapter he will concdlude with specific warnings concerning this
issue (10:18-33), he begins by arguing on the basis of the supremacy of love over knowledge (1-3).
While concurring that some might have correct knowledge about God and idols, he points out thet all
might not, and it would be very easy by an abuse of "liberty” to cause those with weak consciencesto
sumble (4-10). Such would be a serious offense, even againgt Christ, prompting Paul to say how far he
would go to avoid causing a brother to sumble (11-13).

OUTLINE

|. KNOWLEDGE, LOVE, AND EATING THINGSOFFERED TO IDOLS (1-6)

A. THE SUPREMACY OF LOVE OVER KNOWLEDGE (1-3)
1. Knowledge puffs up, while love edifies (1)
2. Knowledge can lead one to think he knows more than he redlly does (2)
3. While he who loves God is known by Him (3)

B. KNOWLEDGE IN RELATION TO THINGSOFFERED TO IDOLS (4-6)
1. Knowledge concurs anidal is nothing, and thereis only one God and one Lord (4-6a)

2. For Chrigtians that means the Father, and Jesus Christ (6b)

II. APPLYING LOVE TOWARD THOSE WHOSE CONSCIENCES ARE WEAK (8-13)

A. NOT ALL HAVE CORRECT KNOWLEDGE, OR STRONG CONSCIENCES(7)
1. Some ezt things that were offered to idols with consciousness of the idol (7a)
2. Insodoing, they defile their weak consciences (7b)

B. DO NOT LET THE INCONSEQUENTIAL BECOME A STUMBLINGBLOCK (8-9)
1. Food or the lack of it does not effect our reationship with God (8)
2. If not careful, our liberty concerning food can become a sumblingblock to others (9)
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C. ABUSE OF KNOWLEDGE AND LIBERTY CAN LEAD TO SIN AGAINST
CHRIST! (10-12)
1. Through improper exercise of knowledge and liberty, our example might encourage others
to violate their weak conscience (10)
2. Through improper exercise of knowledge and liberty, we may cause others to perish, which
isagnagang Chrig! (11-12)
D. PAUL'SOWN APPLICATION (13)
1. If food makes hisbrother to sumble, he will never again eat meet (13a)
2. Lest hemake hisbrother sumble (13b)
REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof this chapter

2) What isthe danger of knowledge? (1)

3) What isthe power of love? (1)

4) What attributeisimportant in regardsto knowledge? (2)

5) How can one abusether liberty in Chrigt? (9-11)

6) What happensif we sin against our brothers? (12)

7) How far should we go out of consideration for our brethren who are weak in faith? (13)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Nine

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To beimpressed with Paul's own example of redricting hisliberty in Christ S0 asto save others
2) Toundergand the Biblica authority for supporting those who labor in the preaching of the gospd

3) To seetheimportance of sdf-control, and the danger of apostasy
SUMMARY

After warning in chapter eight that the improper exercise of one's liberty in Christ might lead to the
damnation of those who are week in faith and conscience, Paul now illugtrates how he was willing to
exercise restraint even when it came to the liberties he had as an gpostle of Jesus Christ. Though he had
the right to have a believing wife and be supported in the preaching the gospd (1-14), he fredly chose
not to exercise these and other rights. One reason was o he might be able to fredly offer some sort of
serviceto the Lord (15-18), but it aso was because he desired to save others (19-23). There was also
the redlization that self-restraint was a necessary qudity to assure his own sdvation as well (24-27)!

OUTLINE

|. PAUL'SLIBERTY ASAN APOSTLE (1-14)

A. AN AFFIRMATION OF HISAPOSTLESHIP AND LIBERTY (1-2)
1. By virtue of being an eyewitness of the Lord (1a)
2. By virtue of hiswork among the Corinthians (1b-2)

B. VARIOUSLIBERTIESAVAILABLE TO PAUL (3-14)
1. Theright to eat and drink (4)
2. Theright to take dong a bdieving wife, as other gpostles, the brothers of the Lord, and
Cephas were doing (5)
3. Theright to refrain from working and be supported by others (6-14)
[llustrations of a soldier, farmer, and shepherd (7)
Asilludtrated by the Law of Moses (8-10)
An exchange of spiritud things for materia things (11)
If others could, why not Paul, if he wanted? (12)
The example of priestsin the temple (13)
The clear decree of the Lord Himself (14)

S0 Q0T

Il. PAUL'SEXAMPLE OF RESTRICTING HISLIBERTY (15-27)
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A. WHY HE CHOSE NOT TO EXERCISE HISLIBERTY CONCERNING SUPPORT
(15-18)
1. Hispurposeinwriting isnot to raise support, for that would make his boagting void (15)
2. Preaching the gospel was a necessity laid upon him by the Lord (16-17)
a. Hehad no choice, hewould be logt if he did not (16)
b. If he had chosen to preach on his own, he would have areward (17a)
c. But hewaslike adave, entrusted with a tewardship regardless of hiswill (17b)
3. But by choosing to present the gospel without charge, he could have areward, and aso not
abuse his authority in the gospe (18)

B. HISEXAMPLE OF SERVITUDE TOWARDS OTHERS (19-23)
1. Though free from al men, he made himsdf a servant to dl to save them (19-22a)
a. Tothe Jews and those under the Law (20)
b. To those not under the Law (21)
c. Totheweak (22a)
2. Hebecameadl thingsto dl men, desiring to save them and share the gospd with them
(22a-23)

C. ANOTHER REASON TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT: THE POSSIBILITY OF

APOSTASY (24-27)

1. Not who runin aracewin aprize, SO one needsto run so asto win (24)

2. Those who compete for perishable crowns exercise sdf-control in al things, how much
should we who seek for an imperishable crown! (25)

3. SoPaul runshisrace, and fights the good fight, with determined discipline and control over
his own body (26-27a)

4. For he knows he could be lost (disqualified) after preaching to others! (27b)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) What two things helped to verify Paul's apostleship? (1-2)

3) What weretwo thingsthat the apostles had theright to do? (5-6)

4) What arguments does Paul maketo justify preachersreceving support? (7-14)
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5) Why did Paul choose not to accept support? (15-18)

6) Why was Paul willing to make himsalf a servant to all men? (19,22)

7) What two athletic events did Paul comparewith the Christian life? (24-26)

8) Why was Paul so concerned about exer cising self-control? (27)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Ten

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toredizethe possbility of gpostasy

2) To appreciate the help of God in times of temptation

3) To understand the importance of properly applying the principle of expediency
SUMMARY

In this chapter Paul brings to a conclusion his discusson concerning things offered to idols. Reminding
them about the example of |sradl's gpostasy and the danger of their own, he commands them to "flee
idolatry” (1-14). He describes the communa implications of rdligious feasts and warns against
provoking the Lord to jealousy by having fellowship with demons (15-22). Thisis probably arebuke to
the sort of practice aluded to in 8: 10, where some at the church in Corinth thought nothing of egting
sacrificid meat evenin anidol'stemple! He dloses by giving specific ingtructions concerning mest that
was later sold in the market place, or offered at the dinner of an unbediever to which they might be
invited; that they not be concerned unless someone specifically associates it with having been offered to
an idol, and then to refrain out of consideration for the other's conscience (23-30). An overriding
principle? Do dl to the glory of God, and provide no occasi on for others to sumble (31-32). In other
words, imitate Paul, who sought to save othersjust as Christ did (33-11:1).

OUTLINE

|. EXAMPLESOF ISRAEL'SAPOSTASY (1-14)

A. APOSTASY IN SPITE OF BLESSINGS (1-5)
1. Blessngsrecaved in the crossing of the Red Sea (1-2)
2. Blessngsreceived asthey sojourned in the wilderness (3-4)
3. Still, with most of them God was not pleased, and they died in the wilderness (5)

B. THE EXAMPLE OF ISRAEL SHOULD SERVE TO WARN CHRISTIANS (6-14)

1. Ther example of gpostasy to warn us (6)
a.  Not to becomeidolaters (7)
b. Not to commit sexud immordity (8)
c. Not to tempt Christ (9)
d. Not to murmur (10)

2. Their higtory recorded to admonish us (11)
a. Forwecanjud aseasly fal (12)
b. Though God isfaithful to provide hdp in deding with temptation (13)
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3. Therefore, flee from idolatry! (14)

II. RELIGIOUSFEASTSAND THEIR COMMUNAL IMPLICATIONS (15-22)

A. EXAMPLE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER AND THE SACRIFICES OF ISRAEL (15-18)
1. Paul spesks asto those cgpable of making wise judgments (15)
2. Partaking of the Lord's Supper is a communion of the Lord's body and blood (16-17)
3. Thepriestsof Israd who ate the sacrifices sharedin the services offered on the dtar (18)

B. APPLIED TO THINGS SACRIFICED TO IDOL S (19-22)
1. Not to say that anidal is anything, nor that which is offered to the idol (19)
2. But those who offer the sacrifices do so to demons, not God; and Paul would not want
them to have fdlowship with demons (20)
3. They cannot eat and drink at the Lord's table, then do the same at tables of demons (21)
4. Such would provoke the Lord to jedlousy (22)

I11.CONCLUSION REGARDING THINGS SACRIFICED TO IDOL S (23-11:1)

A. SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS (23-30)
1. Seek for those things that are helpful, being considerate of the well-being of others (23-24)
2. Concerning things sold in the market, eat without question (25-26)
3. When you are invited to adinner with an unbeliever (27-30)
a. Ea what is set before you, asking no question for conscience's sake (27)
b. 1f someone should point out the food had been offered to an idol, don't eat (28-30)
1) For the sake of the one who pointed it out (28a)
2) For the sake of another's conscience (28b)
a) Lest your liberty be judged (condemned?) by the other's conscience (29)
b) Lest you be evil spoken of concerning that for which you gave thanks (30)

B. GENERAL PRINCIPLES (31-11:1)
1. Whatever you do, do dl to the glory to God (31)
Give no offense to Jews, Greeks, or the church of God (32)

2.
3. Jus as Paul sought to please others rather than himself, that others may be saved (33)
4. Imitate him, as heimitated Christ (11:1)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) What Old Testament account illustratesthe possibility of apostasy? (1-11)
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3) What attitudeis most likely to precede on€'sfall? (12)

4) What promises do we have that should encourage usin times of temptation? (13)

5) What isthe Lord's Supper according to verse 16?

6) What does partaking of the one bread demonstrate? (17)

7) In consdering a matter, what must be considered besides its lawfulness? (23-24)

8) Towhom areweto give no offense (an occasion of sumbling)? (32)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Eleven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toascertanif Paul'singructions concerning the veil were meant to be gpplied today, or if he was
smply admonishing them to abide by what was asocid custom of their day

2) To natice the purpose of the Lord's Supper and the manner in which it is to be observed

SUMMARY

Having spent three chapters discussing the issue of egting things sacrificed to idols, Paul now quickly
covers two separate mattersin this one chapter. Thefirst pertains to women praying and prophesying
with heads uncovered (2-16). In view of what we are able to glean about the society of Corinth, and
from comments made by Paul in this chapter and esawhere, | believe that the problem Paul addressesis
one that was occurring out in public and not in the assembly. Beginning in ver se 17 and continuing
through chapter 14, Paul coversissues affecting their assemblies as a church, the first being the manner
in which they abused the observance of the Lord's Supper (17-34).

OUTLINE

I. WOMEN PRAYING AND PROPHESYING WITH HEADS UNCOVERED (2-16)

A. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS (2-5a)
1. Commendation for having kept the gpostalic traditions ddivered to them (2)
2. A reminder concerning the proper line of authority (3)
3. Concerning praying and prophesying (4-5a)
a. Every man who does so with head covered dishonors his head (Christ)
b. Every woman who does so with head uncovered dishonors her head (man)

B. EXPLANATORY COMMENTS (5b-16)

1. A woman praying or prophesying uncovered would make her appear as one shorn or
shaved (5a)
a. If awomanisnot covered, et her be shorn (6a)
b. If to be shorn or shaved is shameful, let her be covered (6b)

2. Itisproper for aman not to cover his head (7-9)
a. Manistheimage and glory of God, while woman is the glory of man (7)
b. Man did not come from woman, nor was crested for woman (8-9)

3. Itisappropriate for awoman to have asymbol of authority on her head, because of angels
(10)

4. Thisisnot to say that man isindependent of woman (11-12)
a Especdly intheLord (11)
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b. For asthe woman isfrom the man, so the man is through the woman (12a)
c. Andadl things are from God (12b)
5. Judge this matter for yoursaves (13-15)
a. Isit proper for awoman to pray to God with uncovered head? (13)
b. Does not even nature teach you? (14-15)
1) That long hair on amanisadishonor to him? (14)
2) Tha long hair on awoman isaglory to her, and provides a covering? (15)
6. Butif anyone is contentious about this matter... (16)
a.  We have no such custom (i.e,, thisis not an "gpogtolic tradition™)
b. Nor do the churches of God

II. CONCERNING THE LORD'S SUPPER (17-34)

A. THE CONDUCT AT CORINTH IN REGARDSTO THE LORD'S SUPPER (17-22)
1. He cannot praise them for their conduct in their assemblies (17-19)
a.  Ther coming together is not for the better, but for the worse (17)
b. Hehasheard of ther divisons, of which the only good thing that could be sad isthet it
does show who isredly gpproved among them (18-19)
2. Especidly inregardsto the Lord's Supper (20-22)
a. Ther divisveness made it impossible to eat properly, and led to severe abuses (20-21)
b. They despised the church and shamed the poor, for which Paul could not praise them
(22)

B. INSTITUTION AND PROPER OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER (23-34)
1. Theinditution asreceived by Paul directly from the Lord (23-25)
2. Properly observed, it is aproclamation of the Lord's death (26)
3. Properly observed, it is accompanied by sdf-examination (27-32)
a.  Which enables usto observe it without bringing judgment to ourselves (27-29)
b. Otherwise, wewill be judged and chastened by the Lord, that we might not be
condemned with the world (30-32)
4. Concluding ingtructions (33-34)
a.  When you come together to eat the Supper, wait for one another (33)
b. If you are hungry, eat a home (34a)
c. Paul will have more to say when he comesto Corinth (34b)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) For what does Paul commend the church in Corinth? (2)
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3) What istheproper order of authority? (3)

4) What evidenceistherethat Paul isdiscussing praying and prophesying out in public, and
not in the assembly?

5) What evidenceistherethat Paul isencouraging them to act in harmony with the cussoms

of their day?

6) How did Paul fed about eating common mealsin the assemblies? (22, 34)

7) What isthe purpose of the Lord's Supper? (24-26)

8) How should one observetheLord's Supper? (27-29)

9) How can we avoid thejudgement of God? (31)

10) What is God's purposein judging His children? (32)

11) What appearsto be an important element in observing the Lord's Supper ? (33; Acts 20:7)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Twelve

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To be aware of the many different spiritud gifts enjoyed by the early church

2) To appreciate the interdependence of the members of the Body of Christ
SUMMARY

In this chapter Paul begins to address the issue of spiritua gifts. From what we read later in chapter
fourteen, it appears the jed ousy and envy that characterized their divison mentioned earlier dso
expressed itsdf in their use (and abuse) of certain spiritud gifts. Expressing his concern that they be not
ignorant about these matters, Paul first emphasizes that spiritud gifts, though diverse, come from the
same Spirit and are to be used for the benefit of dl (1-11). To demondirate that every person (and
spiritud gift) isimportant, He compares the church to a body with many different yet essentid members
(12-27). The chapter closes with Paul pointing out that not al serve the same function and have the
same gifts, encouraging them to earnestly desire the best gifts, and preparing to show them amore
excdlent way in the next chapter (28-31).

OUTLINE

. SPIRITUAL GIFTS. UNITY INDIVERSTY (1-11)

A. PROPER KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS (1-3)
1. Paul does not want them to be ignorant concerning spiritua gifts (1)
2. For as Gentiles they had been mided by dumb idols (2)
3. Two generd principlesto bear in mind:
a.  No one speaking by the Spirit of God will call Jesus accursed (3a)
b. No one can say that Jesusis Lord except by the Holy Spirit (3b)

B. THOUGH DIVERSE, THERE ISUNITY OF ORIGIN AND PURPOSE IN
SPIRITUAL GIFTS (4-11)
1. They dl comefrom the same Spirit (4)
a. Jud asthere are different minidtries, but the same Lord (5)
b. Just asdiverse activities proceed from the same God (6)
2. Each "manifedation” (piritud gift), though given to one, isto bendfit dl (7)
3. A summary of the different spiritud gifts (8-10)
a. Theword of wisdom
b. Theword of knowledge
c. Fath
d. Giftsof heding
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e. Working of miracles
f. Prophecy
g. Discerning of spirits
h. Different kinds of tongues
I. Interpretation of tongues
4. Butit isthe same Spirit who works dl these things, distributing to each one as He wills (11)

II. THE NEED FOR DIVERSITY IN ONE BODY (12-31)

A. ILLUSTRATED BY THE FIGURE OF A BODY AND ITSMEMBERS (12-26)
1. Jud like the human body, the body of Chrigt with its many members are yet one (12)
a. For by one Spirit we were al baptized into one body (13a)
b. Andwe have dl been made to drink into one Spirit (13b)
2. No member can say that they are not important (14-19)
a. Thebody isnot one member, but many (14)
b. Asillustrated with parts of the human body (15-19)
3. No member can say that others are not important (20-26)
a.  Though many members, yet one body (20)
b. Asillusrated with parts of the human body (21-244a)
c. God has composed the body to be one, and its members to have mutua concern for
each other (24b-26)

B. SUMMARY APPLICATION OF THE ILLUSTRATION (27-31)
1. Youaethebody of Chrigt, and individudly are members of it (27)
God has gppointed various functions in the church (28)
Rhetorical questionsto illudtrate that not everyone has the same function (29-30)
Certainly it was proper to desre the best gifts, yet Paul will show them a more excdlent

way (31)

Awbd

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) Why werethe" manifestations' (spiritual gifts) of the Spirit given? (7)

3) Who determined who received what gift? (11)

4) What part doesthe Holy Spirit play in our conversion and sanctification? (13)
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5) Can any member of the body say that they are not important? (15-19)
6) Can any member of the body say othersare not important? (21-22)
7) What indication istherein this chapter that at least some of the spiritual giftsor functions

wer e temporary? (29)

8) Wasthere anything wrong with the Corinthiansdesiring the " best gifts' ? (31)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Thirteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toseethevaueof loveinour servicetotheLord

2) To undergand the scripturd definition of "love’

3) To determine when spiritua gifts would cease

SUMMARY

In the middle of his discussion on spiritud gifts, Paul describes the "more excdllent way" of love. After
firs emphasizing the importance of love (1-3), he then defines love by what it is and what it does (4-8a).
Ending with love's qudity of "permanence’, Paul contragtsit with the temporary nature of spiritud gifts.
Though such gifts fulfilled an important function, the time would come when they would cease, while
quditieslike faith, hope, and love would remain (8-13).

OUTLINE

|. THE"IMPORTANCE" OF LOVE (1-3)

A. INREGARD TO SPEAKING IN TONGUES (1)
1. Evenif one spoke with tongues of men and of angels...
2. Without love, the person would be like sounding brass or a clanging cymba

B. INREGARD TO THE GIFTSOF PROPHECY AND FAITH (2)
1. Evenif onehad the gift of prophecy to understand al mysteries and al knowledge...
2. Evenif one had the gift of faith sufficient to remove mountains...
3. Without love, such aperson is nothing

C. INREGARD TO GREAT PERSONAL SACRIFICE (3)
1. Evenif onegavedl their goodsto the poor...
2. Evenif onewere willing to be burned at the stake...
3. Without love, it profits the person nothing

II. THE "DEFINITION" OF LOVE (4-8a)

A. LOVE'S"POSITIVE" QUALITIES (4a)
1. Sufferslong
2. Iskind
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B. LOVE'S"NEGATIVE" QUALITIES (4b-6a)
1. Doesnot envy; does not parade itself, is not puffed up
2. Does not behave ruddy, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil
3. Doesnot rgoicein iniquity

C. LOVE'S"POSITIVE" QUALITIES, CONTINUED (6b-8a)
1. Rgoicesin thetruth
2. Bearsdl things bdievesdl things, hopesdl things, endures dl things
3. Neverfals

1. THE "PERMANENCY" OF LOVE (8-13)

A. IN CONTRAST TO SPIRITUAL GIFTS(8-12)
1. Lovenever fals but spiritud giftswill cease (8)
2. Spiritud giftsto cease when that which is perfect is comes (9-10)
3. Spiritud gifts equated with "childish things', which are put away a maturity (11)
4. Spiritud gifts necessary when knowledge (revelaion?) is partid (12)

B. INITSABIDING NATURE (13)
1. What will abide (remain) isfaith, hope, love
2. Thegreatest being love

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof this chapter

2) What isnecessary for any servicethat we may render to be of value? (1-3)

3) What isthe main difference between love and spiritual gifts? (8)

4) What does" that which isin part" refer toin verseten? (9)

5) What does" that which isperfect” refer toin verseten? (10)

6) What two illustrations does Paul use to show the temporary nature of spiritual gifts (11-12)
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7) Inversetwelve, what word isbeing modified by the expressions” in part” and " fully" ?
8) What will remain after spiritual gifts cease? (13)

9) Why isit unlikely that the expression " that which is perfect iscome" in verseten refersto
Chrig, or to heaven?
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians

Chapter Fourteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To understand the proper use of tongues, especidly ther usein the assembly

2) To understand the principles which are to govern the assembly of the church

SUMMARY

In this chapter Paul concludes his discusson of spiritud gifts. In comparing the gift of prophesying with
that of speaking in tongues, he points out that prophesying excels when it comes to the edification of the
church (1-5). Infact, unless the speaking of tongues provides anew revelaion or teaching, and is
properly interpreted, it does little good (6-19). Designed to convince unbelievers, improper use of
gpesking in tonguesin the assembly can even bring reproach on the church (20-25). Therefore Paul
regul ates the proper use of spiritud gifts in the assembly with a series of indructions, including
commandments from the Lord about the place of women (26-40).

OUTLINE

. SPIRITUAL GIFTS. PROPHESYING AND SPEAKING IN TONGUES (1-25)

A. PROPHESYING VERSUS SPEAKING IN TONGUES (1-5)

1

A cdl to love, but aso spiritud gifts, especialy the gift of prophecy (1)

2. Speaking in tongues (as done at Corinth) is speaking to God and is speaking mysteries (2)
3.
4. Speaking in tongues (as done a Corinth) was not edifying the church, thus the desire that

Wheress prophesying edifies, exhorts, and comforts others (3)

they had the gift of prophecy more than the gift of tongues (4-5)

B. USING TONGUESIN A PROFITABLE WAY (6-19)

1.

wnN

Without areveation, knowledge, prophecy, or teaching, speaking in tongues profit nothing

(6)

Like playing an instrument without giving any ditinction in the sounds (7-9)

Without interpretation, it is no better than aforeigner spesking to you (10-11)

Therefore the admonitions:

a  Toexcd inthe areaof edifying the church (12)

b. For those who speak in tongues to pray that they may be able to interpret (13)

c. Tobeableto pray and sng with both the spirit and the understanding, that al might be
edified (14-19)

C. ANOTHER COMPARISON BETWEEN TONGUES AND PROPHESYING (20-25)

1

Tongues are asign for unbelievers, while prophesying isfor believers (20-22)
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2. Tonguesin the assembly (without interpreters) will give people the wrong impression (23)
3. But prophesying in the assembly can bless even the unbdliever and uninformed person
(24-25)

II. SPIRITUAL GIFTS. REGULATING THEIR USE (26-40)

A. LET ALL THINGSBE DONE FOR EDIFICATION (26)

B. REGULATING THE USE OF TONGUES (27-28)
1. Two or three may speak, inturn, and let one interpret (27)
2. |If thereisno interpreter, keep slent in church (28)

C. REGULATING THE USE OF PROPHESYING (29-33)
1. Two or three prophets may speak, and others may discern (29)
2. Tobedoneinturn, that al may learn, for the spirits of the prophets are subject to the
prophets (30-32)
3. Godisnot the author of confusion but of peece, in al the churches (33)

D. REGULATING THE PLACE OF WOMEN IN THE ASSEMBLY (34-38)

1. They areto keep slent in the assemblies (34)

2. Le them ask hushands a homeif they have questions (35a)

3. Foritisshameful for women to spesk in church (35b)

4. These are commandments of the Lord which must be recognized as such (36-38)
E. FINAL COMMENTS (39-40)

1. Dedreto prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues (39)
2. Le dl things be done decently and in order (40)

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof this chapter

2) Asbeing practiced at Corinth, what did speaking in tongues accomplish? (2,4)
3) What isthe value of prophesying? (3)

4) What isnecessary for speaking in tonguesto be of valuein the assembly? (6)

5) What isthe purpose of speaking in tongues? (22)
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6) What restrictions does Paul place on speaking in tongues in the assembly? (27-28)

7) What restrictions does Paul place on women in the assemblies? (34-35)

8) What two basic principles areto govern the assembly of the church? (26,40)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians

Chapter Fifteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To see how the resurrection of Jesusis the bass of our faith

2) To determine why we believe that Jesus was indeed raised from the dead

3) To noatice the sequence of events which will occur at the end of time as presented in this chapter

4) To understand what is revealed about our own future resurrection from the dead

SUMMARY

In this chapter Paul dedls with problems the Corinthians were having concerning the resurrection of the
dead. Evidently there were teachers at Corinth claiming there would be no resurrection. Paul answers
this false doctrine by reminding them of the gospel which they received and which proclaimed the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead (1-11). He then proceeds to verify the resurrection with severa
different lines of argumentation (12-34). Thelast hdf of the chapter is devoted to answering anticipated
guestions concerning how the dead will be raised and with what body will they come (35-58).

OUTLINE

|. THE RESURRECTION: PROCLAIMED IN THE GOSPEL (1-11)

A. THE GOSPEL IN RELATION TO THE CORINTHIANS (1-2)

1
2.

Paul proclaimed it and they received it (1)
By it they are saved, if they hold fast to it (2)

B. HIGHLIGHTSOF THE GOSPEL (3-8)

1.
2. Hewas buried and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures (4)

3.

4. Hewas seen by Paul himself, who by the grace of God was able to preach the gospel

5.

Chrigt died for our sins according to the Scriptures (3)
He was seen by many eyewitnesses (5-7)

(8-10)
Such was the gospd preached, and the Corinthians had believed it (11)

Il. THE RESURRECTION: VERIFIED BY THE APOSTLE PAUL (12-34)

A. CONSEQUENCESIF THERE ISNO RESURRECTION (12-19)

1
2.

Chrigt is not risen from the dead (12-13)
The apostles preaching and the Corinthians faith isvain (14)
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The apostles are fa se witnesses (15-16)

They are dill in ther Sns (17)

Those who have died in Christ have perished (18)

Those who hopein Chrigt are the mogt pitiable of dl men (19)

B. CHRIST'SRESURRECTION AND OUR RESURRECTION (20-28)

1.
2.
3.

Chrig isthe "firdfruits' (20)
Asin Adamdl die, soin Chrig dl shdl be mede dive (21-22)
A brief description asto when thiswill occur (23-28)
a. At thecoming of Chrig (23)
b. Thiswill be the end, when Chrigt ddivers the kingdom to God (24-28)
1) When He has put an end to dl rule, authority and power (24)
2) For Chrigt mugt reign till God has put dl enemies under Hisfeet (25)
3) Thelagt enemy being death itsdf (26)
4) When dl is made subject to Chrigt, the Son will aso be subject to Him Who put al
things under Him (27-28)

C. ADDITIONAL ARGUMENTSFOR THE RESURRECTION, WITH A WARNING
(29-34)

1.
2.
3.

Why are some being baptized for the dead if there is no resurrection? (29)
Why do the apostles and others suffer harsh persecution if thereis no resurrection? (30-32)
Beware of evil influence and those who do not have the knowledge of God (33-34)

IIl.THE RESURRECTION: DESCRIBED BY PAUL (35-58)

A.

IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: "WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME?"
(35-49)

1.
2.
3.

It will be different from the one sown, just as the plant is different from the seed (35-38)

[llustrations of the different types of bodiesin the physical world (39-41)

Thus the resurrected body will be different from the physical body, though it isthe same as

the one sown (42-49)

a. Thewesk, dishonorable, corruptible body will be raised in incorruption, glory and
power (42-43)

b. The naturd body, patterned after the first Adam, will be raised a spiritua body
patterned after the Last Adam (44-46)

c. Thosewho have borne theimage of the man of dust from the earth, will one day bear
the image of the Man of heaven (47-49)

IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: "HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP" (50-58)

1.

2.

Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does corruption inherit incorruption

(50)

The mystery of the resurrection as reveded by Paul (51-57)

a. All shdl be changed, whether dead or dive (51)

b. It will occur in the twinkling of an eye, & the last trumpet (52)

c. Thecorruptible, mortd man will put on incorruption and immortaity, and we will be
victorious over death through Jesus Christ our Lord (53-57)
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3. A find exhortation to be steadfast, immovable, dways abounding in the work of the Lord
(58)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof thischapter

2) What are some of the key elements of the gospel? (1-8)

3) What type of proof isoffered for the resurrection of Jesus? (5-8)

4) If Chrigt was not raised from the dead, what would it mean? (14-19)

5) What will happen when Christ comes again? (23-26, 51-53)

6) What does Paul refer to when he speaks of " baptism for the dead” ? (29)
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TheFirst Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Sixteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To understand the basis and purpose underlying the collection taken on the first day of the week

2) To note the love accompanying the writing of this epistle which isfilled with so much correction of
error

SUMMARY

Inthisfind chapter, Paul discusses one last subject before making his concluding remarks. It concerns
the collection for the saints, for which Paul gives ingructions as to the manner in which the funds are to
be gathered and then sent to Jerusdlem (1-4). He then writes briefly of his plansto see them and makes
afew comments concerning Timothy and Apollos (5-12). Hisfind exhortations, greetings and solemn
warning are marked with atone of love: the need to love one another, awarning to love the Lord, and
adeclaration of hislovefor them (13-24).

OUTLINE

|. THE COLLECTION FOR THE SAINTS (1-4)

A. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING TAKING UP THE COLLECTION (1-2)
1. Thesame asthose given the churches of Gdatia (1)
2. To be gathered each first day of the week, people giving as they have been prospered, to
avoid last minute collections (2)

B. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING SENDING THE COLLECTION (3-4)
1. To be sent dong with an approved representative of the church of Corinth (3)
2. If deemed appropriate, Paul will join them in going to Jerusdlem (4)

II. PERSONAL PLANSAND RELATED COMMENTS (5-12)

A. PAUL'SPLANS (5-9)
1. To seethem after passing through Macedonia (5-7)
2. Toremainin Ephesus until Pentecost, for adoor of opportunity has been opened for him
(89

B. CONCERNING TIMOTHY (10-11)
1. Allow him to come without fear (10)
2. Do not despise him, but send him to Paul in peace (11)
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C. CONCERNING APOLLOS (12)
1. Though urged by Paul, he chose not to go to Corinth at the present time (12a)
2. But hewill a amore convenient time (12b)

I11.CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS, GREETINGS, AND SOLEMN FAREWELL (13-24)

A. FINAL EXHORTATIONS (13-18)
1. Exhortation to steadfastness and love (13-14)
2. Exhortation to submit to the household of Stephanus and others like them, who refresh the
gpirits of those who know them (15-18)
B. GREETINGS (19-21)
1. Fromthe churches of Ada, Aquilaand Priscilla, and others (19-20a)
2. Greet one another with aholy kiss (20b)
3. Paul'sown persond sdutation in his own handwriting (21)
C. ASOLEMN FAREWELL (22-24)

1. A gravewarning about not loving the Lord Jesus, with apleafor His coming (22)
2. A prayer for grace and an expression of love for those in Christ Jesus (23)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) List themain pointsof this chapter

2) What wasthe purpose of the collection? (1)

3) When wasthe collection to be taken? (2)

4) What wasthe purpose of doing it thisway? (2)

5) What principle concerning giving is taught in ver se two?

6) When did Paul plan to goto Corinth? (5-8)

7) Who would likely seethem in the meantime? (10-11)

The First Epistle To The Corinthians 49



Mark A. Copeland

8) What noble comments are made concer ning Stephanus, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (15-18)

9) What husband and wifeteam joined Paul in greeting the church at Corinth? (19)

10) What grave warning does Paul give in this chapter? (22)

11) What earnest wish does Paul expressin this chapter? (22)

12) How does Paul closethis epistle which isfilled with so much rebukefor theerror that
existed in the church at Corinth? (24)
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