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This study guide was developed in preparation for teaching adult Bible classes.

+ Theobjectivesfor each section are usudly things | plan to emphasize during the
class.

+ | havefound that summarizing and outlining hel ps me to better understand the Word
of God. Itisapractice | highly recommend to others.

+ | generdly delete the answers to the review questions before printing the materia
and giving it to the sudents. But that you might know what answers were intended
by the questions, | have included them in these guides.

Thismaterid isfrom ExecutableOutlines.com, aweb ste containing sermon outlines
and Bible studies by Mark A. Copdand. Vigt the web site to browse or download
additional materid for church or persond use.

The outlines were developed in the course of my ministry as a preacher of the gospd.
Fed free to use them asthey are, or adapt them to suit your own persond style. To
God bethe glory!

Executable Outlines, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2002
Mar k Copeland@aol.com
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TheFirst Epistle Of Peter

| ntr oduction
AUTHOR

The apostle Peter, as gated in the salutation (1:1). Interna evidence supports Peter as the author, for
it was written by one who was “awitness of the sufferings of Christ” (5:1). Early sourcesin church
history that attribute this | etter to Peter include Irenaeus (185 A.D.), Clement of Alexandria(200 A.D.),
Tertullian (200 A.D.), and Eusebius (300 A.D.). Peter was asssted by Silvanus, dso known as Silas
(5:12), awell-known prophet and missionary in the early church (cf. Ac 15:32-34,40; 16:19-25;
17:14) who aso joined with Paul in writing some of hisepidles(cf. 1 Th 1:1; 2Th 1:1).

RECIPIENTS

Peter refersto the recipients of his letter as“pilgrims of the Digperson” (1:1). Theterm “Disperson” is
foundin Jn 7:35 and was used to describe I sraglites who had been “ scattered” following the Assyrian
and Babylonian captivities (ca 700-500 B.C.). Thisleads many to suppose that the epistle was written
to Jewish Chrigtians, as was the case of James epidtle (cf. Ja 1:1). However, thereisindication some
of his readers were Gentile converts who had come to believe in God through Jesus (cf. 1:21), and that
Peter gpplies the term “digpersion” to Chrigtiansin generd, just as he applied other designations to the
church that were formerly gpplied to the nation of Isradl (cf. 2:9-10).

Peter’sinitia audience were Chrigtian “pilgrims’ (cf. 2:11) who were living in Pontus, Galdia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, provincesin what isnow Turkey. Paul had traveled extensively in
some of these areas (Bithynia a notable exception, cf. Ac 16:7), so the gospe had been given much
opportunity to soread throughout the region.

TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING

It is generally accepted that Peter died during the reign of Nero. Since Nero committed suicide in 68
A.D., the epistle must be dated before then. A common view is the epistle was written on the eve of the
Neronian persecution (perhaps aluded to in 4:12-19), placing its composition around 63-64 A.D.

Peter indicates he wrote from “Babylon” (5:13). It is questionable whether he refersto litera Babylon,
or isusing the name as a code word for Rome or perhaps even Jerusalem. Barnes, Lightfoot, and JFB
(Jaimeson, Faussett, Brown) argue that literd Babylon is meant. Others (such as Kistemaker) point out
that Mark (cf. 5:13) had been in Rome with Paul during hisfirst (Co 4:10) and second (2 Ti 4:11)
imprisonment, and that Peter islinked to Rome by such writers as Papias (125 A.D.) and Irenaeus (185
A.D.). While possibly Rome (or even Jerusalem), | am content to say the epistle was written from
Babylon (letting others debate whether it was literd Babylon or not).

PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE
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It is gpparent from the epistle that Chrigtiansin Asia Minor had experienced persecution (1:6), and
more suffering was on the way (4:12-19). Throughout the epistle Peter encourages them to remain
seadfast (1:13; 4:16; 5:8,9). He remindsthem of their blessings and duties that are incumbent upon
them as God's “elect” (1:2), “His own specid people’ (2:9). Therefore, Peter writes:

To encourage steadfasiness in the face of persecution (5:10)
To remind them of their specid privilege as God's “holy nation” (2:9)
To ingtruct them asto their proper conduct (2:11-12)

THEME OF THE EPISTLE

The epidtleisfilled with practical admonitions concerning their conduct, especialy as sojournersin a
hogtile land. They are told how to behave in the midst of those who spesk evil of them, who abuse
them, who do not believe their message, smply because they are Christians. An appropriate theme for
this epistle might therefore be:

“CONDUCT BECOMING THE PEOPLE OF GOD”
KEY VERSES: 1 Peter 2:11-12

“Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts
which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good
works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”

OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION (1:1-2)
1. From Peter, an gpostle of Chrigt (1:1a)
2. Topilgrims of the Disperson, God' s eect (1:1b-2)

I. OUR SALVATION IN CHRIST (1:3-12)

A. BORN AGAINTO A LIVING HOPE (1:3-5)
B. PRODUCING JOY IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING (1:6-9)
C. SERVED BY PROPHETSAND APOSTLES (1:10-12)

II. OURDUTIESIN CHRIST (1:13-5:11)

A. INVIEW OF OUR PRIVILEGES (1:13-2:10)
1. Acdltoholiness(1:13-21)
2. A cdl to brotherly love (1:22-25)
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A cdl to spiritua growth (2:1-10)

B. INVIEW OF OUR POSITION (2:11-4:11)

Noos~WDNRE

As sojourners (2:11-12)

Ascitizens (2:13-17)

As servants (2:18-25)

Aswives and husbands (3:1-7)

As brethren (3:8-12)

As sufferersfor righteousness sake (3:13-4.6)
Asthose awaiting the coming of Chrigt (4:7-11)

C. INVIEW OF OUR PERSECUTION (4:12-5:11)

1.
2.
3.

4,
S.

Torgoice and glorify God (4:12-17)
Totrust in the will of God (4:18-19)

To fulfill our pecid roles (5:1-5)

a. Thedders duties as shepherds

b. Theyoungers duties asthe flock

To humble ourselves before God (5:6-7)
Toress the devil (5:8-9)

CONCLUSION (5:10-14)
1. A prayer for God'sblessing (5:10-11)
2. Find greetings and bestowa of peace (5:12-14)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1) Towhom wasthisfirst epistle of Peter written? (1:1)
- To pilgrims of the Disperson
- Living in Pontus, Gaatia, Cgppadocia, Asa, and Bithynia
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2) What internal evidence suggeststhese “ pilgrims’ may have included Gentile Christians?

(1:21)

- They had cometo believe in God through Jesus

3) What country today makes up theregion wherethese Christians lived?

- Turkey

4) Who assisted Peter in thisepistle? What other nameisthis person called? (5:12)
- Slvanus, Slas

5) When wasthis epistle possibly written?
-63-64 A.D.

6) Wherewas Peter when hewrotethis epistle? (5:13)
- Babylon
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7) What other places might this city symbolize?
- Rome, or possibly Jerusdem

8) What threefold purpose did Peter have in writing this epistle?
- To encourage steadfastness in the face of persecution (5:10)
- To remind them of their specid privilege as God' s *“holy nation” (2:9)
- To indruct them asto their proper conduct (2:11-12)

9) What issuggested asthe theme of this epistle?
- Conduct becoming the people of God

10) What issuggested asthe key versesin this epistle?
-1Pe2:11-12

11) According to the outline offered above, what are two main divisions of this epistle?
- Our slvation in Chrigt
- Our dutiesin Chrigt
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TheFirst Epistle Of Peter
Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To consder terms used by Peter to describe the people of God: “Pilgrims of the Disperson”,
“dect”, “obedient children”

2) To reflect upon the sdvation, inheritance, and grace to come a the reveation of Jesus Christ
3) To note how we have been served by prophets, gpostles, angels, the Holy Spirit, and Christ

4) To bereminded of the need to live haly lives, conducted with reverence toward God and with
fervent and sincere love toward brethren

SUMMARY

Peter begins hisfirg epistle to Chrigiansin AsaMinor by acknowledging their eection according to
God' s foreknowledge, made possible by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, and for obedience and
sprinkling by the blood of Jesus (1-2).

He then praises God for their living hope, incorruptible inheritance, and glorious sdvation to be reveded
at the coming of Chrigt. Despite grievoustrids, the power of God and their genuine faith protects them
and gives them inexpressible joy. Their sdvation to come was foretold by the prophets, and preached

in the gospd by those inspired by the Holy Spirit (3-12).

Inview of this salvation, Peter prescribes conduct becoming the people of God. They are to focus their
mind and hope on the grace that will brought to them at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient
children, they should conduct themselves in holiness and fear, imitating their holy Fether who judges
without partidity, ever mindful they have been redeemed by the precious blood of Chrigt through whom
their faith and hope arein God. They are to love one ancther fervently with pure hearts, snce they have
purified their souls for that very purpose through their obedience to the truth, and have been born again
by the incorruptible Word of God which lives and abides forever (13-25).

OUTLINE

|. INTRODUCTION (1-2)

A. THE AUTHOR (1a)
1. Peter
2. An apodtle of Jesus Christ

B. THE RECIPIENTS (1b-2b)
1. Rilgrimsof the Disperson
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2. InPontus, Gdatia, Cappadocia, Asa, and Bithynia
3. Elect (chosen)...
a. According to the foreknowledge of God the Father
b. Insanctification of the Spirit
c. For obedience and sprinkling of blood of Jesus Chrigt

C. GREETINGS (2¢)
1. Grace and peace
2. Bemultiplied

II. OUR SALVATION IN CHRIST (3-12)

A. BORN AGAINTO A LIVING HOPE (3-5)

1. Because of God's abundant mercy

2. Because Jesus has been raised from the dead

3. Because of our wonderful inheritance
a. Incorruptible, undefiled, and that does not fade away
b. Reservedin heaven

4. Because of being safely kept
a. By the power of God through faith
b. For savation ready to bereveded in the last time

B. PRODUCING JOY IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING (6-9)
1. Gred joy, though for alittle while grieved by varioustrias
2. The genuineness of faith tested by fire
a. Proving more precious than gold that perishes
b. May be found to praise, honor, and glory a the revelation of Jesus Christ
3. Rgoicing with joy inexpressble and full of glory
a. For loving Him whom you have not seen
b. For beieving Him whom you have not seen
4. Receving the end of such faith - the sdvation of your souls

C. SERVED BY PROPHETSAND APOSTLES (10-12)
1. Regarding our savation the prophetsinquired and searched diligently
a.  Wondering wha and when the Spirit of Chrigt in them was indicating
b. When He tedtified beforehand of the sufferings of Christ and the gloriesto follow
2. They were ministering such things not to themselves, but to us
a. Things now reported by those who preached the gospe by the Holy Spirit
b. Thingswhich angels desireto look into

I11.OUR DUTY IN CHRIST (13-25)

A. HOLY CONDUCT (13-21)
1. Gird up theloins of your mind
a. Besober
b. Rest your hope fully upon the grace to be brought at the revelation of Jesus Christ
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2. Behaly indl your conduct
a. Asobedient children
b. Not conforming to former lusts done in ignorance
c. AsHewho cdled you ishaly, just asit iswritten
3. Conduct yoursalves during your stay in fear
a. Sinceyou cal on the Father who judges each one without partidity
b. Knowing that you redeemed
1) Not with corruptible thingslike Slver and gold
2) From your amless conduct received by tradition from your fathers
3) With the precious blood of Christ
a) Asof alamb without blemish and without spot
b) Foreordained before the foundation of the world
¢) Manifest in these last timesfor you
d) Through whom you bdievein God
1] Who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory
2] Sothat your faith and hope are in God

B. FERVENT AND PURE LOVE (22-25)
1. Sinceyou have purified your souls
a. Inobeying the truth through the Spirit
b. Indgncerelove of the brethren
2. Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible
a. Through the word of God which lives and abide forever
1) All fleshisasgrass dl the glory of man asthe flower of the grass
2) Thegrasswithers, itsflower fdls avay
3) Theword of the Lord endures forever
b. Theword which by the gospd was preached to you

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Introduction (1-2)
- Our salvation in Christ (3-12)
- Our duty in Chrigt (13-25)

2) Towhom does Peter addressthis epistle? Where werethey located? (1)
- Tothe pilgrims of the Disperson; Pontus, Galetia, Cappadocia, ASa, Bithynia

3) What threethings are said concerning their election? (2)
- According to the foreknowledge of God
- In sanctification of the Spirit
- For obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ

4) What has God donefor us according to His abundant mercy? How wasthisdone? (3)
- Begotten us againg to aliving hope
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6)

7)

8)

9)

- Through the resurrection of Jesus Chrigt from the dead

What kind of inheritance doesthe Christian have? Whereisit now? (4)
- Incorruptible, undefiled, and that does not fade away; reserved in heaven

How are Christians kept (guarded) for their salvation? (5)
- By the power of God
- Through faith

In what do Christians greatly reoice? (5-6)
- Their salvation ready to be reveded in the last time

What benefits can come out of enduring grievoustrials? (6-7)
- Thetedting of genuinefaith
- Praise, honor, and glory at the reveation of Jesus Christ

Though they had not seen Jesus, what is said about Peter’sreaders? (8)
- They loved Jesus

- They bdieved Jesus

- They regoiced with joy inexpressible and full of glory

10) What would they receive asthe end of their faith? (9)

- The salvation of ther souls

11) What did the prophets of old testify about? (10-11)

- Of the salvation and grace that would come
- Of the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow

Mark A. Copeland

12) When these prophets wonder ed about they wer e prophesying, what wer e they told? (12)

- They were not serving themsealves, but us (Chrigtians)

- They were ministering things that have now been reported by those who preached the gospel

13) Upon what are Christiansto rest their hope? (13)

- The grace to be brought at the revelation of Jesus Christ

14) As obedient children, what three admonitions are given to Christians? ( 14-17)

- Do not conform to the former lusts
- Be haly in al your conduct
- Conduct yourselves during your sojourn in fear

15) What three reasons ar e given to obey these admonitions (14-19)

- God is holy
- The Father judges each one’ s work without partidity
- We were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ
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16) What four things are said about Christ? (20-21)
- He was foreordained before the foundation of the world
- He was manifest in these last times for us
- He wasraised from the dead and given glory
- Through Him we believe and have hopein God

17) What did God do to Jesus so that our faith and hope arein God? (21)
- Raised Him from the dead (resurrection) and gave Him glory (ascension)

18) What two reasons are given for usto love one another fervently with a pure heart? (22-23)
- We have purified our soulsin obeying the truth
- We have been born again of the Word of God

19) What issaid of the Word of God? (23-25)
- Incorruptible seed
- Lives and abides forever
- Endures forever
- By the gospel was preached to them

20) What is said about flesh and the glory of man? (24)
- Hesh is as grass which withers; the glory of man asthe flower which fdls avay
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TheFirst Epistle Of Peter
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Tonotewhat is necessary in order to grow Spiritualy

2) Toreflect upon our privilege and duties as God' s specid people, living as sojourners and pilgrimsin
aworld not our home

3) Toreview our duty to submit to governmenta authorities, and to make gpplication of the indructions
to davesin our lives as employees

SUMMARY

Having described how they were born again by the incorruptible Word of God, Peter admonishes his
readers to put aside snful attitudes and to grow spiritualy with an infant-like longing for the Word (1-3).

He then depicts Jesus as aliving stone, and Chrigtians asliving stones. The latter are being built up asa
spiritua house and holy priesthood in order to offer spiritua sacrifices through Chrigt. Asforetold in the
Scriptures, Jesus is the chief cornerstone that is precious to those who believe, while a stone of
stumbling to those who are disobedient. Chrigtians are called on to proclaim the praises of God as they
are now achosen generation, aroyal priesthood, a holy nation, His own specid people who have now
obtained mercy (4-10).

Asthe people of God, Chrigtians are sojourners and pilgrimsin thisworld. Their duties as such involve
abstaining from fleshly lugts, and keeping their conduct honorable among the Gentiles (nations) through
good works designed to glorify God. They are to honor and submit to governmental authorities, and
honor al people while loving the brethren and fearing God (11-17).

Chrigtian daves are told to submit to their masters, even when they are harsh and cause them to suffer
grief wrongly. Peter revedsthat such submission is commendable before God and follows the example
of Jesus whose own suffering ddivered us from sin (18-25).

OUTLINE

. ACALL TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH (1-3)

A. WHAT TO LAY ASIDE (1)
1. All mdice, dl decait

2. Hypocrisy, envy, and dl evil spesking

B. WHAT TO DESIRE (2-3)
1. The pure milk of theword
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a.  Asnewborn babes
b. That you may grow thereby
2. If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious

II. OUR PRIVILEGE IN CHRIST (4-10)

A. ASLIVING STONES (4-8)
1. Coming to Chrigt asto aliving stone
a. Who wasrgected by men
b. Who ischosen by God and precious
2. Weasliving ones are being built up as a spiritud house
a. Tobeaholy priesthood
b. To offer spiritud sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ
3. Chrig isthe precious cornerstone
a. Asforetoldin Isaiah 28:16
1) God would lay in Zion achief cornerstone, eect, precious
2) Hewnho bdieves on Him will by no means be put to shame
3) Preciousto those who believe
b. Asforetoldin Psalms 118:22 and | saiah 8:14
1) A stonergected by the builders, which has become the chief cornerstone
2) A sone of sumbling and rock of offense to those who are disobedient
3) To which they were gppointed

B. ASPEOPLE OF GOD (9-10)
1. They are now:
a. A chosen generation
b. A royd priesthood
C. A holy nation
d. Hisown specid people
2. They are now:
a. To proclam the praises of God, who called them:
1) Out of darkness
2) Into Hismarvdouslight
b. The people of God, who once were not the people of God
1) Who had not obtained mercy
2) But now have obtained mercy

I11.OUR DUTIESIN CHRIST (11-25)

A. ASSOJOURNERS (11-12)
1. Toabdan from fleshly lusts which war againgt the soul
2. To have conduct honorable among the Gentiles
a. That when they speak againg you as evildoers
b. They may glorify God in the day of vidtation
c. Because of your good works they observe
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B. ASCITIZENS (13-17)
1. Submit yoursdvesto every ordinance of man for the Lord's seke

a

b.

To the king as supreme

To governors as those sent by the king
1) For the punishment of evildoers

2) For the praise of those who do good

2. For thisisthewill of God, as bondservants of God

a

b.

That by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men
Asfree, yet not usng liberty asacloak for vice

3. Therefore

a

b.

C.

d.

Honor dl

L ove the brotherhood
Fear God

Honor the king

C. ASSERVANTS(18-25)
1. Submissveto your masterswith dl fear

a

b.

Not only to the good and gentle
But dso to the harsh

2. For thisis commendable before God

a

b.

C.

If because of conscience before God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully
Wheat credit is there when beaten for your faults, you take it patiently?
If when you do good and suffer, yet take it patiently, thet is commendable

3. For we were cdled to Follow in the steps of Jesus our example

a

b.

Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth (I saiah 53:9)
1) When He was reviled, did not revilein return

2) When He suffered, He did not threaten

3) Hecommitted Himself to Him who judges righteoudy

Who bore our snsin His own body on the tree

1) That we, having died to Sns, might live for righteousness

2) By whose gtripes you were heded

3) Youwerelike sheep going adiray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and

Overseer of your souls

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- A cadl to spiritua growth (1-3)
- Our privilegein Christ (4-10)
- Our dutiesin Chrigt (11-25)

2) What must we lay asideto grow spiritually? (1)
- All mdice, dl deceait, hypocrisy, envy, and al evil spesking

3) How should welong for the Word if wewant to grow spiritually? (2)
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- As newborn babes desire milk

4) What should motivate usto desirethe Word with such longing? (3)
- If we have dready tasted that the Lord is gracious

5) What kind of stoneisused to describe Jesus? (4)
- A living Sone
- Rgected by men, but chosen by God and precious

6) What two metaphors are used to describe Christians? (5)
- Living stones, being built up as a spiritud house
- A holy priesthood, offering up spiritua sacrifices to God through Christ

7) What prophecy foretelsthe laying of a chief cornerstonein Zion? (6)
- Isaiah 28:16

8) What isJesusto those who believein Him? To those who do not believe? (6-8)
- The chief cornerstone, elect, precious
- A sone of sumbling, arock of offense

9) What isthe appointed end of those who do not believe and are disobedient? (8)
- They stumble

10) How are Christians described by Peter? What istheir duty? Why? (9-10)
- A chosen generation, aroyd priesthood, a holy nation, His own specid people
- To proclaim the praises of Him who called them out of darknessinto His marvelous light
- They are now the people of God who have obtained mercy

11) What isour duty as sojournersand pilgrimsin thisworld? Why? (11-12)
- Abgtain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul
- Conduct ourselves honorably among the Gentiles
- That they might glorify God in the day of vistation because of our good works

12) What isour duty toward the governments of men? Why? (13-15)
- Submit to every ordinance of man for the Lord' s sake
- That by doing good we might silence the ignorance of foolish men

13) How are we use our freedom in Christ? (16)
- Not asacloak for vice, but as bondservants of God

14) What four admonitions summarize our dutiesto others? (17)
- Honor dl people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king

15) What isthe duty of servantsto their masters? (18)
- Be submissve with dl fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh
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16) What is commendable before God? (19-20)
- To endure grief, suffering wrongfully though doing good, because of conscience toward God

17) Towhat have we been called? (21)
- Tofollow in the steps of Chrigt, who suffered for us and left us an example

18) How did Jesus suffer wrongly and bear it patiently? (22-23)
- He committed no sin nor was decait found in his mouth
- When reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten
- He committed Himsdlf to God who judges righteoudy

20) What good did Jesus accomplish by suffering such abuse? (24-25)
- He bore our sinsin His own body on the tree
- Making it possible for usto die to sn and live for righteousness (by His strips we were healed)
- Like sheep gone astray, we have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls

The First Epistle Of Peter
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TheFirst Epistle Of Peter
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To examine the duties of wives and husbands to each other

2) To consder the duties that we have to one another as brethren in Chrigt

3) To see how one should prepare for persecution, motivated by the example of Christ
4) To note how and in what way baptism now saves us

SUMMARY

Peter continues to describe the duties of Chrigtians living as sojourners and pilgrimsin thisworld. He
counsals wives to be submissive to their husbands and to focus their adornment on the development of a
meek and quiet spirit, like the holy women in the past who trusted in God (such as Sarah). For those
whose hushands are not believers, their chaste and respectful conduct may influence them to respond to
the gospd. Husbands are then ingructed to live with their wivesin an understanding way, honoring
them as the weeker vessel and asfelow heirs of the grace of life. Such treatment would ensure that
their prayers were not hindered (1-7).

Duties toward brethren are then summarized, stressing unity, compassion, love, kindness, and smple
courtesy. When mistreated by brethren, the proper responseis to extend a blessing, for to such
conduct we were cdled, that we might inherit ablessng. As moativation for such conduct, Peter quotes
Psalms 34:12-16 which offers advice to loving life and seeing good days. The key isto turn from evil
and do good, to seek peace and pursueit. Those who do so have the assurance that the Lord watches
over them and hearstheir prayers (8-12).

Peter then turns to the theme of suffering for righteousness sake. In most circumstances, no one will
harm you for doing good. If one suffers for doing good, they are blessed (cf. 2:19-20; 4:14). To
prepare for persecution, one should sanctify the Lord God in their heart and be ready to meekly provide
the reason for their hope. With clear conscience and good conduct, those who defame and revile them
will likely be ashamed. If itis God' swill thet they suffer, let it be for doing good and not evil (13-17).

To appreciate how suffering for righteousness sake can be for good, Peter relates how Jesus suffered
for our sins. Though put to death in the flesh, Jesus was made dive by the Spirit (cf. Ro 1:4), in which
He preached to spiritsin prison who were disobedient in the days of Noah, and ultimately exalted at the
right hand of God with angels, authorities and powers made subject to Him. Alluding to the example of
Noah's salvation, Peter says baptism now saves us as an gpped for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Chrigt (18-22).
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OUTLINE

|. OURDUTIESASWIVESAND HUSBANDS (1-7)

A. THE DUTIES OF WIVES (1-6)

1.

Be submissive to your husbands
a. That you might win those who are not believers
b. Asthey observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear

2. Adorn yourselves properly

a. Not merdly outward - arranging the hair, wearing gold, putting on of fine gpparel
b. With the incorruptible beauty of agentle and quiet spirit, precious in God's Sght
c. Asholy women in the past who trusted God

1) Adorned themsdlves

2) Submitted to their husbands
d. AsSarah obeyed Abraham, caling him lord

1) Whose daughters you are

2) If you do good, not afraid with any terror

B. THE DUTIES OF HUSBANDS (7)

1
2.

Dwdl with your wives with understanding
Give honor to your wives

a. Asto the wesker vesse

b. Asbeng herstogether of the grace of life
c. Soyour prayers may not be hindered

Il. OUR DUTIESASBRETHREN (8-12)

A. OURDUTIESTO EACH OTHER (8-9)

1.

a bk ownN

Be of onemind

Have compassion for one another

Love one another as brethren

Tenderhearted, courteous

Not returning evil for evil, or reviling for reviling

a.  Onthe contrary, respond with ablessing

b. Knowing that you were cdled to this, that you might inherit ablessng

B. MOTIVATION TO FULFILL SUCH DUTIES (10-12)

1.

2.

If you would love life and see good days

a. Refrain your tongue from evil and lips from spesking deceit
b. Turnfrom evil and do good

C. Seek peace and pursue it

If you would desire the Lord' s favor

a. For Hiseyesare on the righteous

b. For His ears are open to their prayers

c. But Hisfaceisagaing those who do evil
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I11.OUR DUTIESAS SUFFERERS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE (13-22)

A. THINGSTO REMEMBER (13-17)

1.

N

Who will harm you if you do what is good?

a. Evenif you should suffer for righteousness sake, you are blessed
b. Sodon't be afraid of threats, nor be troubled

Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts

Always be ready to give adefense

a. Toeveryone who asks

b. For areason for the hopethat isin your

c. With meekness and fear

Maintain a good conscience

a. That when others may defame you as evildoers

b. Thosewho revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed
It is better, if it isthe will of God...

a. To auffer for doing good

b. Than to suffer for doing evil

B. REASONSTO REMEMBER (18-22)

1.

2.

Chrigt dso suffered once for Sns

a. Thejud for the unjust

b. That He might bring usto God

He was put to degth in the flesh, but made dive by the Spirit
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a. By whom He went and preached to the spirits in prison who were formerly disobedient

1) During the longauffering of God
2) Inthedays of Noah, while the ark was being prepared
a) Inwhich eight souls were saved through water
b) Which was atype of baptism which now savesus
1] Not the remova of the filth of the flesh
2] But the answer of agood conscience toward God
3] Through the resurrection of Christ
b. Who hasgoneinto heaven
1) Andisat theright hand of God

2) Where angds, authorities, and powers have been made subject to Him

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Our duties as wives and husbands (1-7)
- Our duties as brethren (8-12)
- Our duties as sufferers for righteousness sake (13-22)

2) What arewivestold to bein regardsto their husbands? Why? (1)
- Submissve; to convert those husbands who are not yet Christians
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3) What does Peter hope the unbelieving husbands will observein their wives? (2)
- Their chaste conduct accompanied by fear

4) What should not be the focus of their adornment? (3)
- That which isoutward: arranging the hair, wearing gold, their gppardl

5) What should be the focus of their adornment (4)
- The hidden person of the heart: the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit

6) What other women so ador ned themselves and wer e submissive to their husbands? (5-6)
- Holy women of God in the past who trusted in God; specificdly, Sarah

7) How arehusbandsto treat their wives? (7)
- With understanding and honor
- Asto the wesker vessl
- As hairstogether of the grace of life

8) Why should husbandstreat their wives so kindly? (7)
- That their prayers not be hindered

9) What duties do we as brethren have to one another ? (8)
- To be of one mind
- To have compassion for one another and love as brethren
- To be tenderhearted, courteous

10) How are weto respond when mistreated by brethren? Why? (9)
- With blessing; we were cdled to so respond, that we may inherit ablessng

11) What proscription is offered for those who would love life and see good days? (10-11)
- Refrain the tongue from evil, the lips from speaking decelt
- Turn away from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it

12) What is said of the righteous? Of those who do evil? (12)
- The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers
- Theface of the Lord is againgt those who do evil

13) What isthe general principle regarding persecution? (13)
- If you do good, you will not be harmed

14) What is said of those who ar e persecuted for righteousness' sake? (14)
- They are blessed

15) How should one prepar e themselves for possible per secution? (15-16)
- Sanctify the Lord God in your heart
- Beready to give adefense to everyone who asks you areason for your hope
- Have a good conscience
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16) If we maintain good conduct, what will happen to those who defame and revile us? (16)
- They will be ashamed

17) If we suffer according to God’swill, what is better? (17)
- To suffer for doing good than for doing evil

18) Who also suffered for righteousness sake? For what reason? (18)
- Chrig, the just for the unjust
- For sins, that He might bring us to God

19) Though put to death in the flesh, what was He able to do by the Spirit? (18-19)
- Preach to the spiritsin prison

20) When were such “spirits’ disobedient? (20)
- In the days of Noah, during the longsuffering of God
- While the ark was preparing

21) Of what isthe salvation of eight soulsthrough water a*“type’ ? (21)
- Baptism which now savesus

22) How does baptism not save us? How doesit save us? (21)
- Not by the remova of thefilth of the flesh
- Asthe answer (or plea) of agood conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus

23) What was the final outcome of Jesuswho suffered for righteousness sake? (22)
- He has goneinto heaven and is a the right hand of God
- Angels, authorities, and powers have been made subject to Him
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TheFirst Epistle Of Peter
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To natice the attitudes one should have in suffering for righteousness sake
2) Toreview how we should serve God aswe live in the “end times’
SUMMARY

The theme of suffering for righteousness' sake continues. Jugt as Chrigt was willing to suffer for usin the
flesh, we should have the same attitude and grive to live for the will of God ingtead of the lusts of men.
When we give up sins like lewdness, drunkenness, reveries, drinking parties, etc., those in the world
make think it grange. Y et they themsaves will give an account to Him who will judge both the living
and the dead by the gospel preached to those who are dead (1-6).

Living in the end times, Peter admonishes Chrigtians to be serious and watchful in their prayers, fervent
in their love for one another, and hospitable to one another without grumbling. They are to make use of
their gifts as good sewards of God's manifold grace, whether it be in speaking or serving, using such
abilities to glorify God through Chrigt who has dl authority and power (7-11).

Suffering for Christ should not be considered a strange thing, but an occasion to rgoice. Those who
partake of Chrigt’s sufferings will be exceedingly glad when Hisglory isreveded. In the meantime, they
are blessad because the Spirit of God rests upon those who glorify Christ by their suffering. While they
should not suffer for doing evil, there is nothing shameful about suffering for Christ. As God' s judgment
draws near, those who do not obey the gospel have no hope, whereas those who suffer according to
God' swill can commit their souls in doing good to Him who is afaithful Creator (12-19).

OUTLINE

|. OURDUTIESAS SUFFERERS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE (1-6)

A. TOHAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST (1-3)
1. Who suffered for usin the flesh
a. Therefore we should arm ourselves with the same mind
b. For he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin
c. Tha he should no longer livein the flesh
1) Forthelustsof men
2) But for will of God
2. Nolonger doing the will of the Gentiles
a. Which we have done enough in our past
b. Waking in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable
idolatries
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B. NOT DAUNTED BY THE OPPOSITION (4-6)
1. They may think us srange

a

b.

That you do not run with them in the same flood of disspation
Speeking evil of you

2. They will give an account

a

b.

To Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead

For which reason the gospel was preached to those who are dead
1) That they might be judged according to men in the flesh

2) But live according to God in the spirit

II. OUR DUTIESASTHOSE WAITING THE COMING OF CHRIST (7-19)

A. TOPRAY, LOVE, AND SERVE (7-11)
1. Becausetheend of dl thingsisat hand...

a

oo o

Be serious and watchful in your prayers

Above dl things, have fervent love for one another, which covers amultitude of sns

Be hospitable to one another without grumbling

Minigter your gifts to one another as good stewards of God's manifold grace

1) Those who spesk should do so as the oracles of God

2) Those who serve should do so with the ability God provides

3) Thatinadl things God may be glorified through Jesus, to whom belongs the glory
and dominion forever

B. TO REJOICE AND GLORIFY GOD (12-16)
1. Regoiceto the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings

a

b.

C.

Don't think the fiery trid to come as some strange thing

When His glory isreveded, you may aso be glad with exceeding joy
You are blessed if reproached for the name of Christ

1) For the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you

2) Ontheir part Heis blagphemed, but on your part Heis glorified

2. Glorify God through such suffering

a

b.

Do not suffer asamurderer, thief, evildoer, or busybody
Do not be ashamed for suffering as a Chrigtian

C. TOTRUST IN THE WILL OF GOD (17-19)
1. Thetime has come for judgment to begin at the house of God

a

b.

If it begins with usfirg, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of
God?
If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and Sinner appear?

2. Le those who suffer according to the will of God commit their soulsto Him

a

b.

In doing good
Asto afathful Creator

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER
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5

6)

8)

9)
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What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Our duties as sufferers for righteousness sake (1-6)
- Our duties as those waiting for coming of Christ (7-19)

What two reasons are given for usto havethe“mind of Christ” regarding suffering? (1)
- Chrig suffered for usin the flesh
- He who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin

How should onelivein whatever timethey have left in theflesh? (2)
- For the will of God, not the lusts of the flesh

What sins are mentioned as being “the will of the Gentiles’? (3)
- Lewdness, lugts, drunkenness, reveries, drinking parties, abominable idolatries

How do peoplein theworld react when you no longer do such things? (4)
- They think it Srange
- They spesk evil of you

Towhom shall they have to answer? (5)
- He who isready to judge the living and the dead

Why was the gospd preached to those who are dead? (6)
- That they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit

In view of the end of all things being at hand, how should we live? (7-10)

- Serious and watchful in our prayers

- With fervent love for one another

- Hospitable to one another without grumbling

- Minigtering our gifts to one another, as good stewards of God's manifold grace

How should one speak? How should one serve? Why? (11)
- Asthe oracles of God

- With the ability God supplies

- That in dl things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ

10) What should be our reactionsto any fiery trial that may come our way? (12-13)

- Don't think it strange
- Rgoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s suffering

11) What do those who suffer for Christ haveto look forward to? (13)

- Exceeding joy when Christ’sglory isreveded

12) Why isonewho suffersfor Christ blessed? (14)

- The Spirit of God rests upon them
- On their part Chrigt is glorified
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13) For what reasons should a Christian not suffer? (15)
- Asamurderer, thief, evildoer, busybody in other peopl€' s matters

14) How should onereact if they suffer asa Christian? (16)
- Do not be ashamed; glorify God in this matter

15) Upon whom does the judgment of God begin? Who will face the greater judgment? (17)
- The house of God
- Those who obey not the gospel of Christ

16) Who will be * scar cely saved” ? (18)
- The righteous

17) What should those who suffer according to the will of God do? (19)
- Commit their souls to God in doing good
- Commit their soulsto God as to afaithful Cregtor
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TheFirst Epistle Of Peter
Chapter Five

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toexaminethe duties of elders, in their role as shepherds (pastors) and overseers (bishops)

2) To note the importance of submission and humility in our relation to elders, one another, and God
3) To consder how we might best counter our adversary, the devil

4) To glean how Peter sought to encourage his brethren in their suffering

SUMMARY

The final chapter contains charges to elders and their respective flocks. Asafelow eder, Peter
commands el ders to shepherd the flock of God among them, serving as overseers. Doing so willingly
and eagerly, they were to serve as examples to the flock. The younger members of the flock are then
commanded to submit to their elders and to one another, with humility (1-5).

They were to dso humble themsaves under the mighty hand of God and cast their cares upon Him,
trusting that He would exdt them in due time because He cares for them. Since their adversary the devil
walks about like alion seeking to devour them, they are to be sober and vigilant, resisting him steadfast
in the faith. They can take courage in knowing that other brethren are likewise suffering (6-9).

The epidtle drawsto aclosg, firgt with a prayer that God will eventualy perfect, establish, strengthen,
and sttle them. Mention ismade of Silvanus, and Peter’ s purpose in writing. Greetings are sent by
“shewho isin Babylon” and “Mark, my son”. Findly, acommand to greet one another with akiss of
loveis given, dong with a prayer for peace to dl who are in Christ Jesus (10-14).

OUTLINE

|. THE DUTIES OF SHEPHERDS AND THE FLOCK (1-5)

A. THE ELDERS DUTIESAS SHEPHERDS (1-4)
1. Asexhorted by afelow eder
a. A witness of the sufferings of Christ
b. A partaker of the glory that will be reveded
2. To shepherd the flock of God among them
a. Saving asoverseers
1) Not be compulson but willingly
2) Not for dishonest gain but eegerly
3) Not aslords but as examples
b. Sowhen the Chief Shepherd appears, they will receive the unfading crown of glory
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B. THE YOUNGERS DUTIES ASTHE FLOCK (5)
1. Submit yourseves
a. Toyour elders
b. To one another
3. Clothe yoursglves with humility
a. For God resgts the proud
b. For God gives grace to the humble

II. THE DUTIESTO GOD AND SATAN (6-9)

A. DUTIESREGARDING GOD (6-7)
1. Humble yoursdves under His mighty hand, that He may exdt you in duetime
2. Cad dl your care upon Him, for He cares for you

B. DUTIESREGARDING SATAN (8-9)
1. Besober and vigilant of your adversary
a. Thedevil waks about like aroaring lion
b. The devil seeks whom he may devour
2. Ress your adversary
a Remaning seadfast in the faith
b. Knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by brethren in the world

I11.CONCLUDING REMARKS (10-14)

A. CLOSING PRAYER (10-11)
1. May the God of dl grace perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you
a. Who cdled usto His eternd glory by Christ Jesus
b. After you have suffered awhile
2. To Him bethe glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen

B. CLOSING GREETINGS (12-14)
1. Peter haswritten to them briefly
a. By Slvanus afathful brother
b. Exhorting and testifying that thisis the true grace of God in which they stand
2. Gredingsfrom:
a. Shewhoisin Babylon, eect together with you
b. Mark, hisson
3. Greet one another with akiss of love
4. Peacetoyou al who arein Christ Jesus. Amen

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The duties of shepherds and the flock (1-5)
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- The duties to God and Satan (6-9)
- Concluding remarks (10-14)

2) How does Peter identify himself ashe exhortsthe elders? (1)
- Asafelow eder
- Asawitness of the sufferings of Christ
- Asapartaker of the glory that will be reveded

3) What isthe duty of the elders? (2)
- To shepherd the flock of God among them

4) How werethey to serve aselders? (3-4)
- Asoverseers
- Not by compulsion, but willingly
- Not for dishonest gain, but eagerly
- Not aslords, but as examplesto the flock

5) What reward can elderslook forward to when the Chief Shepherd appears? (5)
- The crown of glory that does not fade away

6) What twofold duty isenjoined upon those who are younger ? (5)
- To submit to the elders and to one another
- To be clothed with humility

7) What werethey commanded to do in relation to God? (6-7)
- Humble themsalves under the mighty hand of God
- Catt dl ther care upon Him

8) Why werethey to do this? (6-7)
- That God might exdt them in duetime
- Because He cares for them

9) Whoistheir adversary? What ishe doing? (8)
- The devil; waking about like alion, seeking whom he may devour

10) What should they do in regardsto their adversary? (8-9)
- Be sober, be vigilant
- Resgt him, seadfast in the faith

11) What should encourage them in their suffering? (9-10)
- Knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by ther brethren in the world
- That after they have suffered awhile, God will perfect, establish, strengthen and settle them

12) By whom has Peter penned this epistle? (12)
- Slvanus, afathful brother
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13) What has been Peter’s purposein writing this epistle? (12)
- To exhort and tedtify that thisis the true grace of God in which they stand

14) Who sends them greetings? (13)
- Shewho isin Babylon, eect together with them
- Mark, hisson

15) What final charge does Peter give? What final prayer? (14)
- Gregt one another with akiss of love
- Peaceto dl who arein Christ Jesus
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