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TheFirst Epistle To Timothy

| ntroduction

AUTHOR

The apostle Paul, as stated in the sdlutation (1:1). The interna evidence certainly supports Paul as the
author, especidly referencesto his earlier life (1: 13), and the close rlationship between the author and
Timothy (1:2; cf. Ph 2:22). Early sourcesin church history that attribute this letter to Paul include:
Eusebius (300 A.D.), Origen (250 A.D.), Clement of Alexandria (200 A.D.), Tertullian (200 A.D.),
Irenaeus (200 A.D.), the Muratorian Fragment (180 A.D.). Referencesto the epistle are dso found in
the writings of Theophilus of Antioch (180 A.D.), Justin Martyr (160 A.D.), Polycarp (135 A.D.), and
Clement of Rome (90 A.D.).

RECIPIENT

Timothy, Paul’s “true son in the faith’ (1:2,18). We arefirgt introduced to Timothy in Ac 16:1-3,
where we learn that his mother was Jewish (cf. dso 2 Ti 1:5; 3:14-15) and hisfather Greek. Wl
gpoken of by the brethren a Lystra and Iconium, Paul desired that the young disciple travel with him
and therefore had him circumcised to accommodate Jews they would seek to evangelize. Thisbegan a
long relationship of service together in the work of the Lord, in which Timothy served Paul asason
would hisfather (Ph 2:19-24). Such sarvice included not only traveling with Paul, but remaining with
new congregations when Paul had to leave suddenly (Ac 17:13-14), going back to encourage such
congregations (1 Th 3:1-3), and serving as Paul’ s persond emissary (1 Co 16:10-11; Ph 2:19-24).
He had the honor of joining Paul in the sdlutation of severd epistles written by Paul (2 Co 1:1; Ph 1:1;
Col:1; 1 Th1:1; 2 Th 1:1), and from such epistles we learn that Timothy had been with Paul during
hisimprisonment at Rome. Such faithful service helps usto gppreciate why Paul would leave himin
Ephesus (1:3)

TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING

Some commentators (such as Barnes) believe that Paul may have penned 1<t Timothy after his extended
dtay at Ephesus and departure to Macedoniaon his third missonary journey (cf. Ac 19:1-41; 20:1-3).
Thiswould place its composition around 58-59 A.D.

The genera consensus, though, isthat Paul wrote this epistle from M acedonia, following hisfirst
imprisonment in Rome (cf. Ac 28:16,30-31). Paul was released and allowed to travel for severa years
before being arrested again and findly put to death by Nero. It ispossible to conjecture from severa
referencesin his epistles that he went to places like Philippi (Ph 1:26; 2:24), Colosse (Phile 22), and
even Spain (Ro 15:24,28). With more certainty his destinations included Ephesus (where he left
Timathy, 1 Ti 1:3), Macedonia (where he wrote 1t Timothy, 1 Ti 1:3), Crete (where he left Titus, Ti
1:5), Miletus (2 Ti 4:20), Corinth (2 Ti 4:20), and awinter a Nicopalis (2 Ti 4:20). Any atempt to
determine the exact order of these vidtsis pure speculation, however. If 1t Timothy was indeed
written during this period, the date would be around 63-64 A.D.
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PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE

Paul had left Timothy behind at Ephesus with an awesome respongbility: to charge some not to teach
anything contrary to the “sound doctrine” which was according to the “glorious gospel of the blessed
God” (1:3-11). Fulfilling this charge was made difficult by Timothy’ s youth and naturd timidity
(4:11-12; cf. 27Ti 1:7-8). While Paul hoped to come himsdlf, he writes Timothy to guide him in the
meantime (1 Ti 3:14-15). Therefore, Paul writes:

To ingruct Timothy on how to conduct himself while adminigtering the affairs of the church
(3:14-15)

To encourage Timothy by providing counsd concerning his own spiritua progress (4: 12-16)

THEME OF THE EPISTLE

This letter is addressed to ayoung evangdist charged with the responsibility of working with a
congregation and guiding them in the right way. Everything that is written is designed to aid both him
and the congregation in doctrine and conduct. An appropriate theme for this epistle might therefore be:

“SOUND DOCTRINE FOR A CONGREGATION AND ITSPREACHER”
KEY VERSES:. 1 Timothy 3:14-15
“These things| write to you, though | hope to come to you shortly; but if | am
delayed, | write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the
house of God, which isthe church of the living God, the pillar and ground of
thetruth.”
OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION (1:1-2)

I. CHARGE CONCERNING SOUND DOCTRINE (1:3-20)

A. TEACHING SOUND DOCTRINE (1:3-11)
B. THANKSGIVING FOR THE LORD’S GRACE AND MERCY (1:12-17)
C. TIMOTHY'SRESPONSIBILITY (1:18-20)

II. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THE CHURCH (2:1-3:13)

A. THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER (2:1-8)

The First Epistle To Timothy 4



Mark A. Copeland

B. INSTRUCTIONS FOR WOMEN (2:9-15)

C. QUALIFICATIONSFOR CHURCH OFFICERS (3:1-13)
1. For bishops(3:1-7)
2. For deacons (3:8-13)

[II.LADVICETOTIMOTHY (3:14-6:19)

A. PAUL’'SPURPOSE IN WRITING (3:14-16)
B. REMEMBER THE SPIRIT'SWARNING OF APOSTASY (4:1-6)
C. EXERCISE YOURSELF UNTO GODLINESS (4:7-16)

IV.INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH (5:1-6:19)

A. MAINTAIN PROPER RELATIONSHIPS (5:1-2)
B. CONCERNING WIDOWS (5:3-16)
C. CONCERNING ELDERS (5:17-25)
D. CONCERNING SERVANTS (6:1-2)
E. CONCERNING TEACHERSMOTIVATED BY GREED (6:3-10)
F. CONCERNING THE MAN OF GOD HIMSELF (6:11-16)
G. CONCERNING THE RICH (6:17-19)
CONCLUDING CHARGE TO TIMOTHY (6:20-21)
REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1) Wheredo wefirst read about Timothy?

2) What wasthe name of hisgrandmother and mother? (2 Ti 1.5)

3) How did Paul affectionately regard Timothy? (1:2)

4) Wherewas Timothy when Paul wrote this epistle? (1:3)
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5) What isthe general consensusfor thetime and place that Paul wrotethisletter?

6) What twofold purpose does Paul have in writing this epistle?

7) What isthe theme of this epistle, as suggested in the introductory material?

8) What arethekey verses?

9) According to the outline proposed above, what are the main points of this epistle?
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TheFirst Epistle To Timothy
Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To notice two different kinds of teaching: one that gives rise to disputes, and the other which
produces godly edification in faith

2) To condder what ought to be the goa of al teaching: love from apure heart, a good conscience,
and sincerefaith

3) To appreciate the example of Paul’ s converson in how longsuffering Chrig isto those who believe
onHim

SUMMARY

Paul begins this epistle by urging his“true son in the faith’” to remain in Ephesus and charge some not to
teach other doctrines, nor give heed to fables and genealogies that cause disputes rather than godly
edificaion infaith. The god of this commandment is love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and
gncere faith, from which some have strayed and turned to idle talk in their desire to be teachers of the
law. While the law is good when used properly, it is not designed for the righteous person, but for those
whose conduct is contrary to “sound doctrine” which is according to the gospd of God committed to
Paul’ strust (1-11).

Speaking of what was committed to Paul’ s trust sparks an expression of thanksgiving and praise to
Chrig for counting him faithful and enabling him to be of service. His gratitude is heightened by
remembering what he had been prior to receiving the grace and mercy of the Lord. But Jesus came into
the world to save snners, of whom Paul was chief, and in him Christ shows an example of His
longsuffering to thase who believe on Him for everlagting life (12-17).

Paul then charges Timothy to carry out his responsibility in kegping with prophecies made concerning
him. The chargeisto “wage the good warfare, having faith and agood conscience’. Heis reminded of
two men, Hymenaeus and Alexander, who have rgected such things. As aresult they had suffered
shipwreck concerning the faith and had been turned over to Satan by Paul that they might learn not to
blaspheme (18-20).

OUTLINE

|. INTRODUCTION (1-2)

A. THE AUTHOR (1)
1. Paul, an apogtle of Jesus Chrigt (1a)
2. By the commandment of God our Savior and Jesus Christ our hope (1b)
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B. THE RECIPIENT (2)
1. Timothy (2a)
2. Paul’strue sonin thefaith (2b)

C. GREETINGS (2¢)
1. Grace, mercy, and peace
2. From God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord

II. TEACHING SOUND DOCTRINE (3-11)

A. PAUL’'SCHARGE TO TIMOTHY (3-7)
1. Remainin Ephesus and charge some... (3a)
a. Toteach no other doctrine (3b)
b. Nor give heed to fables and endless genedlogies (4a)
1) Which cause disputes (4b)
2) Rather than godly edification which isin faith (4c)
2. The purpose of the commandment is... (5a)
a. Lovefrom apure heart (5b)
b. A good conscience (5¢)
c. Sncerefath (5d)
3. For some have strayed... (6a)
a. Having turned asdeto idie tak (6b)
b. Dedring to be teachers of the law (7a)
1) Not understanding what they say (7b)
2) Nor thethingsthey affirm (7¢)

B. THE PROPER USE OF THE LAW (8-11)
1. Itisgood if oneusesit lawfully (8)
2. Thelaw isnot made for the righteous (9a)
a. Butfor dl sorts of snners (9b-10a)
b. And anything esethat is contrary to sound doctrine (10b)
1) According to the glorious gospd of the blessed God (11a)
2) Which was committed to Paul’ strust (11b)

[I.THANKSGIVING FOR THE LORD’S GRACE AND MERCY (12-17)

A. THANKFUL TO CHRIST JESUS (12-14)

1. For endbling him (12a)
a. Because He counted him faithful (12b)
b. Putting him into the minigry (12c)

2. Though he had formerly been... (13a)
a. A blasphemer (13b)
b. A persecutor (13c)
c. Aninsolent man (13d)
...but he obtained mercy because he did it ignorantly in unbelief (13e)
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3. Thegrace of the Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love in Christ Jesus
(14)

B. THE MERCY SHOWN TO HIM ISA PATTERN FOR OTHERS (15-17)
1. Chrigt cameto save snners, and Paul was one of the worst (15)
2. But he received mercy, that Christ might demongtrate His longsuffering to others who
believe on Him for everlagting life (16)
3. Paul desiresthat honor and glory be given forever and ever... (17¢)
a TotheKing eternd, immortd, invishle (17a)
b. To Godwho aoneiswise (17b)

IV.TIMOTHY'SRESPONSIBILITY (18-20)

A. TOWAGE THE GOOD WARFARE (18)
1. Thisisthe charge Paul commitsto his son Timothy (18a)
2. Inaccordance to prophecies made concerning him (18b)
B. TOHAVE FAITH AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE (19-20)
1. Which some have rgected, and concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck (19)
2. Such as Hymenaeus and Alexander (20a)
a. Whom Paul delivered to Satan (20b)
b. That they may learn not to blaspheme (20¢)
REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) How does Paul describe Timothy in hissalutation? (2)

3) Wheredid Paul want Timothy to remain? (3)

4) What two things did he want Timothy to charge some? (3-4)

5) Paul’sconcern isthat such teachingswould cause disputesrather than what? (4)

6) What wasthethreefold purpose of thiscommandment? (5)
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7) What had some turned asdeto? Why? (6-7)

8) When isthelaw good? Whoisthelaw not made for? (8-9)

9) When issomething considered “ sound doctrine” ? (10-11)

10) Why did Paul thank Christ Jesus? (12)

11) What had Paul been formerly? Why did he obtain mercy? (13)

12) What isafaithful saying and worthy of all acceptance? (15)

13) How did Paul view himsdf? (15)

14) Why did Paul obtain mercy, and Christ show all longsuffering toward him? (16)

15) To whom does Paul ascribe honor and glory? (17)

16) What char ge does Paul commit to Timothy? What doesit involve having? (18-19)

17) Who had made shipwreck concer ning the faith? What had Paul donein response?
Why? (19-20)
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TheFirst Epistle To Timothy
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To appreciate the importance and place of prayer, especidly in the lives of men

2) Tonotice God' s desre for the sdvation of dl men, therefore offering Christ as aransom for
al, not just asdect few

3) To understand the proper adornment of women, and their place in the public teaching of the
church

SUMMARY

Having reminded Timothy of his charge to remain in Ephesus and “wage the good warfare”, Paul now
begins ingructing Timothy in matters that involve the church. He sartswith acdl to prayer, defining for
whom and why we should pray. Hisdesreisthat men pray in every place, lifting up holy hands without
wrath and doubting (1-8).

Just as men are to pray everywhere, so women are to adorn themselves properly. Thisinvolves modest
gpparel worn with propriety and moderation, but it also includes good works, asis proper for women
professing godliness. Also proper iswomen learning in silence (trandated peaceable in verse 2) with all
submisson. Therefore awoman is not permitted to teach or have authority over aman. Bading this
redtriction on the relaionship of Adam, Eve, and the fal, Paul reminds them they can be saved in their
neturd role of childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with salf-control (9-15).

OUTLINE

|. THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER (1-8)

A. THE SCOPE OF PRAYER (1-7)
1. Supplications, prayers, intercessons, and giving of thanks are to be made for dl (1)
a. For kingsand dl who are in authority (2a)
b. That we may lead quiet and peacesble livesin al godliness and reverence (2b)
2. Thisisgood and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior (3)
a Who desres al men to be saved and know the truth (4)
b. For thereisone Mediator between God and men (5a)
1) The Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himsdlf aransom for al (Sb-6a)
2) To betedtified in duetime, for which Paul was gppointed a preacher and an
apostle (6b-7a)
a) Paul spesksthetruth in Chrigt and isnot lying (7b)
b) A teacher of the Gentilesin faith and truth (7¢)
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B. ACALL TO PRAYER (8)
1. For mento pray everywhere (8a)
2. Lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting (8b)

II. INSTRUCTIONS FOR WOMEN (9-15)

A. THEIR ADORNMENT (9-10)
1. With modest appard (9a)
a.  With propriety and moderation (9b)
b. Not with braided hair, gold, pearls, or costly clothing (9¢)
2. With good works, which is proper for women professng godliness (10)

B. THEIR SUBMISSION (11-15)

1. Toleanindlencewith dl submisson (11)

2. Not permitted to teach or have authority over aman, but to be in silence (12)
a. For Adam was formed firg, then Eve (13)
b. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived fdl into

transgression (14)

3. A woman will be saved in childbearing if they continuein...
a Fath
b. Love
c. Holiness
--  With sdf-contral (15)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) What four things does Paul exhort be made for all men? (1)

3) Whoedseareweto pray for? Why? (2)

4) What does God desirefor all men? (4)

5) Who isthe one mediator between God and men? (5)

6) For whom did Jesus give Himself asa ransom? (6)
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7) What did Paul desrethat men do? (8)

8) How arewomen to adorn themselves? (9-10)

9) How werethewomen tolearn? (11)

10) What did Paul not permit a woman to do? (12)

11) What two reasons does Paul give for these limitations on women? (13-14)

12) What are the women encouraged to continue in? (15)
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TheFirst Epistle To Timothy
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To examine the qudifications necessary for bishops and deacons

2) To gppreciate the noble view that Paul has of the church
SUMMARY

In this chapter we find the qualifications necessary for those who would serve as bishops in the local
congregation (1-7). A similar ligt isincluded for those who would be deacons (8-13).

Paul then explains the purpose in writing this epistle. Though hoping to come soon, he writes so that
Timothy will be well-ingtructed on how to conduct himsdif in the house of God, which is the church, the

pillar and ground of the truth (14-15). Mention of “the truth” prompts a summetion of “the mystery of
godliness’ which pertains to the coming of Christ into the world (16).

OUTLINE

|. THE QUALIFICATIONSFOR BISHOPS (1-7)

A. THE NATURE OF THE WORK (1)
1. Itisapogtion, or office (1a)
2. Itisagood work for aman to desire (1b)

B. WHAT A BISHOP MUST BE (2-7)

1. Postive qudifications

a. Blamdess(2a)

The husband of one wife (2b)
Temperate (2¢)
Sober-minded (2d)
Of good behavior (2€)
Hospitable (2f)
Ableto teach (29)
Gentle (3d)
One who rules his own house well (4a)
1) Having his children in submission with dl reverence (4b)
2) Forif he can't rule his own house, how will he take care of the church? (5)
J. A good testimony among those outside (7a)

1) Lest hefdl into reproach (7h)

2) And into the snare of the devil (7¢)
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2. Negative qudifications
a. Not givento wine (3a)
Not violent (3b)
Not greedy for money (3c)
Not quarrelsome (3e)
Not covetous (3f)
Not anovice (6a)
1) Lest hebe puffed up with pride (6b)
2) Andfdl into the same condemnéation as the devil (6¢)

0 o0 o

II. THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR DEACONS (8-13)

A. WHAT A DEACON MUST BE (8-12)

1. Podtive qudifications

a. Reverent (8a)

Holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience (9)
Proven (10a)
Found blameless (10b)
The husband of one wife (12a)

. Ruling his children and house wel (12b)
2. Negative qudifications

a. Not double-tongued (8b)

b. Not given to much wine (8c)

c. Not greedy for money (8d)

®opo

3. Thearwives
a. Reverent (11a) c. Temperate (11c)
b. Not danderers (11b) d. Fathful indl things (11d)

B. THE HONOR OF THEIR WORK (13)
1. Thosewho serve well obtain agood standing (13a)
2. Also great boldnessin the faith which isin Christ Jesus (13b)

I11.PAUL’S PURPOSE IN WRITING (14-16)

A. WHY PAUL ISWRITING THISEPISTLE (14-15)
1. He hopesto come shortly, but writesin case he is ddayed (14-15a)
2. That Timothy might know how to conduct himself in the house of God (15b)
a. Whichisthe church of theliving God (15c)
b. Whichisthe pillar and ground of the truth (15d)

B. THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS (16)
1. Without controversy, it is great (16a)
2. Insummation, it key dements arethese God wes...
a. Manifested in the flesh (16b)
b. Judified in the Spirit (16c)
C. Seen by angels (16d)
The First Epistle To Timothy 15




d. Preached among the Gentiles (16e)
e. Bdieved onintheworld (16f)
f. Receved upinglory (16Q)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) How does Paul describethe position of a bishop? (1)

3) What arethe positive qualifications required for a bishop? (2-7)

4) What arethe negative qualificationsrequired for a bishop? (2-7)

5) What arethe positive qualificationsrequired for a deacon? (8-12)

6) What arethe negative qualificationsrequired for a deacon? (8-12)

7) What arethe qualificationsfor the wives of deacons? (11)

8) What issaid of those deacons who have served well? (13)

9) Why did Paul writethis epistle? (14-15)

10) What does Paul call the house of God? (15)

11) What arethe basic facts of the mystery of godliness? (16)

Mark A. Copeland
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TheFirst Epistle To Timothy
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Tolearn what we can about the gpostasy foretold by the Spirit

2) Toseewhat sort of thingswill make one agood minister of Jesus Christ
SUMMARY

Paul begins this chapter with describing how the Spirit has reveded that in latter times there would be an
gpodtasy in which some would depart from the faith. Thisfaling away would come about as people
gave heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, leading to their speaking liesin hypocrisy and
searing their consciences as with ahot iron. Examples of their fase doctrines are given: forbidding to
marry and commanding to abstain from certain foods. Regarding the latter, Paul makesit clear that dl
foods are acceptable if they be received with thanksgiving, for they are sanctified by the word of God
and prayer (1-5).

In the last half of this chapter, we find Paul ingtructing Timathy on how he can be agood minigter of
Jesus Chrig. By ingtructing the brethren in matters pertaining to sound doctrine, he will dso be
nourished himsdlf. But he should also be careful to avoid foolish fables, and rather exercise himsdlf to
godliness, which is of more enduring vaue than bodily exercise (6-10).

Though Timothy is young, he should not |et anyone despise him for his youth. Instead he must
demondtrate the proper example of how a believer should speak and live. With further ingtruction asto

what things to give attention, Paul encourages Timothy that by following these admonitions his progress
will be evident to dl, and he will save both himsdf and those who hear him (11-16).

OUTLINE

|. THE COMING APOSTASY (1-5)

A. HE DEPARTURE FORETOLD (1-2)
1. Foretold expresdy by the Spirit (1a)
2. Inlatter times some will depart from the faith (1b-2)
a.  Giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons (1b)
b. Spesking liesin hypocrisy (2a)
¢. Having consciences seared with a hot iron (2b)

B. THE DEPARTURE DESCRIBED (3-5)
1. Somewill forbid to marry (3a)
2. Somewill command abstention from certain foods (3b)
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a. Which God created to be received with thanksgiving (3¢)

b. For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused (4a)
1) If itisrecaved with thanksgiving (4b)
2) For itissanctified by the word of God and prayer (5)

Il. A GOOD SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST (6-16)

A. INREGARDSTO DOCTRINE (6-7a)

1.
2.
3.
4,

Ingtruct the brethren in regards to such things as the gpostasy (6a)
You will be agood minigter of Jesus Chrigt (6b)

Y ou will be nourished in the words of faith and good doctrine (6¢)
But rgject profane and old wives fables (7a)

B. INREGARDS TO GODLINESS (7b-10)

1.
2.

3.
4,

Exercise yoursdf to godliness, for bodily exercise profits alittle (7b-8a)
But godlinessiis prafitable for dl things, having promise...

a. Of thelifethat now is (8b)

b. And of that whichisto come (8c)

Suchisafathful saying, and worthy of dl acceptance (9)

And to this end we labor and suffer reproach (10a)

a. Becausewetrugt intheliving God (10b)

b. Who isthe Savior of al men, especidly of those who believe (10c)

C. COUNSEL FOR A YOUNG PREACHER (11-16)

1.
2.
3.

o &

Command and teach such things as previoudy described (11)
Let no one despise your youth (12a)

Be an example to the believers (12b)

a. Inword, in conduct, in love

b. Ingairit, in fath, in purity

Give dtention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine (13)

Do not neglect the gift in you (14a)

a. Given by prophecy (14b)

b. With the laying on of hands of the presoytery (14c)

In order that your progress may be evident to all...

a. Meditate on these things (15a)

b. Giveyoursdf entirdy to them (15b)

Take heed to yoursdf and to the doctrine (16a)

a. Continuein them (16b)

b. Indoing this, you will save both yoursdf and those who hear you (16b)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

Mark A. Copeland
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2) What did the Spirit reveal would happen in latter times? (1)

3) What would such people give heed to? (1)

4) What would they speak? Why? (2)

5) Ligt two examples of the sort of doctrinesthey would teach (3)

6) What foods are acceptable for Christiansto eat? What makesthem acceptable? (4-5)

7) What would ensurethat Timothy would be a good minister of Jesus Christ? (6)

8) Asagood minister, in what would he be nourished? (6)

9) What was Timothy torgect? Unto what was he to exer cise himsdlf? (7)

10) What isthe value of godliness? (8)

11) What was Timothy not to let anyone despise? (12)

12) In what areaswas Timothy to be an exampleto the believers? (12)

13) To what three thingswas Timothy to give attention? (13)

14) What was Timothy not to neglect? How wasit given to him? (14)

15) How could Timothy ensurethat his progress would be evident to all? (15)

16) How could Timothy save both himself and those who heard him? (16)
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TheFirst Epistle To Timothy
Chapter Five

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To appreciate the respongibility we have toward our families, especidly widows
2) To consider under what circumstances widows may be “taken into the number”

3) To note the distinction between the work of the church, and the respongbility of individua
Chrigians

4) To review our responghbilities toward those who serve as elders

SUMMARY

This chapter contains Paul’ s ingructions to Timothy regarding various members of the congregetion. He
darts with the membersin generd, counsdling Timothy to consder them as family, and exhorting them
accordingly (1-2). A mgor section is then devoted to the care of widows, in which some may be
“taken into the number”. What this phrase refers to is unclear, but it may involve congregationa support
on along-term basis. Only those who are truly widows (as defined in ver se 5) and who meset certain
qudifications (liged in ver se 9-10) are to be so honored. Y ounger widows are expected to remarry
and have children, while widows with children and grandchildren are to be supported by their own
family rather than burden the church (3-16).

Severd remarks are then made regarding elders (not just older Chritians, but those serving as
overseers). Elderswho rule well are to be worthy of financid support, especidly if they are laboring in
the word and doctrine. Accusations against an elder are not to be taken serioudy unless there be two
or three witnesses. Those eders who are sinning need to be publicly rebuked so that the rest may fear
(17-20).

Paul then gives Timothy a solemn charge to be free from prgjudice and partidity as he goes about his
duties. Heisaso to be cautious about those he may commend, being careful to keep himsdf pure from

others sns. The chapter concludes with advice for treating Timothy’ s somach alment, and areminder
that both sins and good works will eventualy become evident (21-25).

OUTLINE

I. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THE MEMBERS (1-20)

A. EXHORTING THE MEMBERS (1-2)
1. Older men asfathers, younger men as brothers (1)
2. Older women as mothers, younger women as ssters, with dl purity (2)
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B. HONORING WIDOWS (3-16)

Honor those who are truly widows (3)

Widows with children or grandchildren should be taken care of by them (4)
a. That they may learn to show piety a home and repay their parents

1.
2.

o &

b.

Thisis good and acceptable before God

Contrast between a true widow and one who is not (5-6)

a

b.

A true widow (5)

1) Onewhoisleft done (5a)

2) Onewho trustsin God (5b)

3) Onewho continues in supplications night and day (5¢)
The one who livesin pleasure is dead while she lives (6)

Command these things that people may be blamdess (7)
One who does not provide for his own, especidly his household... (8)

a

b.

Has denied the faith
|sworse than an unbdiever

Regarding the church support of widows (9-16)

a

Qudifications for those who can be taken into the number (9-10)

1) Not under Sixty years of age

2) Thewifeof one man

3) Weél reported for good works

4) Has brought up children

5) Haslodged strangers

6) Haswashed the saints feet

7) Hasrdieved the aflicted

8) Hasdiligently followed every good work

Reasons to rgect younger widows (11-13)

1) When they begin to grow wanton againgt Chrigt, they desire to marry

2) Cading off thelr fird fath, they have condemnation

3) They learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house as busybodies and
gossips

Counsd for younger widows (14-15)

1) Tomary, bear children, manage the house

2) To give no opportunity for the adversary to speak reproachfully

3) For some have dready have turned aside after Satan

Those widows with believing children (16)

1) The children should relieve them

2) Do naot burden the church, that it may relieve those who are truly widows

C. TREATMENT OF ELDERS (17-20)
1. Thosewho rulewdl (17-18)

a

b.

C.

They are counted worthy of double honor

Especialy those who labor in word and doctrine

Scripturd basisfor supporting elders:

1) “You shdl not muzzle an ox whileit treads out the grain”
2) “Thelaborer isworthy of hiswages’
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2. Thosewho don't rule wdl (19-20)
a. Don't receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses
(19)
b. Elderswho are snning (20)
1) Should be rebuked in the presence of dll
2) Sothat the rest may fear

. FURTHER INSTRUCTIONSRELATED TO TIMOTHY (21-25)

A. THE CHARGE GIVEN HIM BY PAUL (21)
1. Given before God, the Lord Jesus Chrigt, and the elect angdls
2. To obsarve these things without prgudice, doing nothing without partidity

B. WARNINGSAGAINST HASTY RECOMMENDATIONS (22)
1. Don't lay hands hadtily on anyone
2. Don't sharein other people’ssns
3. Keep yoursdf pure
C. COUNSEL FOR ALLEVIATING HISSTOMACH PROBLEMS (23)
1. Nolonger drink only water
2. Usealittlewine for the sake of the somach and frequent infirmities
D. REMINDER CONCERNING SIN AND GOOD WORKS (24-25)

1. Somesdnsare clearly evident, others we learn after the judgment (24)
2. Thesameistrue regarding good works (25)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) How was Timothy to exhort the members of the congregation? (1-2)

3) Why arewidowswith children or grandchildren to be taken care of by them? (4)

4) Whoistruly awidow? (5)

5) What issaid of one who will not providefor hisown family? (8)
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6) Ligt thequalificationsfor a widow to be“taken into the number” (9-10)

7) What arethe younger widowsto do? Why? (14)

8) What two groups of widows are NOT to be*"taken into the number” ? (14,16)

9) How should elderswho rule well be consider ed, especially if they labor in word and
doctrine? (17)

10) What basis does Paul give for compensating elders? (18)

11) What is necessary to receive an accusation against an elder? (19)

12) What should be done with elderswho are snning? (20)

13) What serious char ge was given to Timothy before God, the Lord, and the elect angels?

(21)

14) What wor ds of caution does Paul give Timothy? (22)

15) What advice does Paul give Timothy for his ssomach ailments? (23)

16) What istruein regardsto both sin and good wor ks? (24-25)
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TheFirst Epistle To Timothy
Chapter Six

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To note the warnings about being obsessed with disoutes and arguments over words, wranglings of
men, €tc.

2) To gppreciate the counsd given to those who desire to berich, and to those who arerich

3) To condder what the man of God is expected to flee and to pursue
SUMMARY

Thisfina chapter begins with ingtructions concerning servants and their duties toward their masters,
especidly toward those masters who believe (1-2). A description then follows of those who might
teach otherwise and not consent to the wholesome words of our Lord and His doctrine which is
according to godliness (3-5). Mentioning the value of godliness when accompanied by contentment,
Paul warns of the need to be content with food and clothing, and the danger facing those who desire to
berich (6-10).

Timothy is then charged to flee such things and to pursue things becoming aman of God. Heis
encouraged to fight the good fight of faith, and to lay hold on eternd life. Heis then solemnly urged by
Paul to keep the commandment without spot and blameless until our Lord' s gppearing, whom Paul
describes in the most amazing terms (11-16).

The epigtle ends with ingtructions for Chrigtians who are rich in thisworld, and with an impassioned plea

for Timothy to guard what was committed to histrust, avoiding profane and vain babbling over fase
doctrine which has led others away from the faith (17-21).

OUTLINE

. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING SERVANTS (1-2)

A. HOW THEY SHOULD REGARD THEIR MASTERS (2)
1. Asworthy of dl honor (1a)
2. Sothat God and His doctrine might not be blasphemed (1b)

B. HOW THEY SHOULD REGARD BELIEVING MASTERS (2)
1. Not to be despised because they are brethren (2a)
2. But to serve them, remembering that those who are benefited are believers and
beloved (2b)
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II. INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING TEACHERSMOTIVATED BY GREED (3-10)

A. SUCH TEACHERSDESCRIBED (3-5)

1. Anyonewho does not consent to the wholesome words of our Lord, and to the
doctrine according to godliness (3)

2. Heisproud, knowing nothing (4a)

3. Heis obsessed with disputes and arguments over words (4b)
a. From which come envy, drife, reviling, evil suspicions (4c¢)
b. From which come usdess wranglings of men of corrupt minds and dedtitute of the

truth (5a)
4. Who supposes that godlinessis ameans of gain (5b)

B. THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTENTMENT (6-8)
1. Godlinesswith contentment is great gain (6)
a. For we brought nothing into thisworld (7a)
b. Anditiscertain we can carry nothing out (7b)
2. Thuswe should be content with food and clothing (8)

C. THE DANGERSFACING THOSE WHO DESIRE TO BE RICH (9-10)
1. Thosewho desireto berichfal...
a. Into temptation and asnare (9a)
b. Into many foolish and harmful lusts (9b)
...which drown men in destruction and perdition (9c)
2. For the love of money isaroot of al kinds of evil (10a)
a. For which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness (10b)
b. And have pierced themsaves with many sorrows (10c)

[1.INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THE MAN OF GOD HIMSELF (11-16)

A. GENERAL EXHORTATIONS (11-12)
1. Fleethethings described before, such asthe desireto berich (11a)
2. Pursuerighteousness, godliness, faith, love patience, gentleness (11b)
3. Fght the good fight of faith (12a)
4. Lay hold on eternd life (12b)
a. Towhichyou were cdled (12c)
b. Towhich you have confessed the good confession in the presence of many (12d)

B. A SOLEMN CHARGE (13-16)
1. Urged by Paul inthe sght of...
a. God, who giveslifeto dl things (13a)
b. Jesus Chrigt, who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate (13b)
2. To keep the commandment without spot, blameess until the Lord' s appearing (14)
a. Which He will manifest in His own time (15a)
b. Who isthen described as.
1) The blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords (15b)
2) Hewho aone hasimmortdity, dwelling in ungpproachable light, whom no
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man has seen or can see (16a)
c. Towhom be honor and everlasting power (16b)

IV.INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THE RICH (17-19)

A. WHAT TO COMMAND THEM (17)
1. Not to be haughty, nor trust in uncertain riches (17a)
2. Buttotrug inthe living God, who gives usrichly dl things to enjoy (17b)

B. WHAT TO ENCOURAGE THEM (18-19)
1. Todo good, to berich in good works, ready to give, willing to share (18)
2. Storing up for themsalves a good foundation for the time to come, thet they may lay
hold on eternd life (19)

V.CONCLUDING CHARGE TO TIMOTHY (20-21)

A. A FERVENT PLEA TO TIMOTHY (20-21a)
1. Toguard what was committed to histrust (20a)
2. To avoid the profane and vain babbling and contradictions of what isfasdy called
knowledge (20b)
3. For by professng such, some have strayed concerning the faith (21a)
B. A FINAL BENEDICTION: “GRACE BEWITH YOU. AMEN" (21b)
REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) How were servantsto consider their masters? Why? (1)

3) What werethe servantswho had believing master s cautioned against doing? (2)

4) How isonedescribed who does not consent to the words of our Lord, and to the
doctrine which isaccording to godliness? (3-4)

5) What isof great gain? (6)
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6) With what should we be content? (8)

7) What happensto those who desireto berich? (9)

8) What isaroot of all kinds of evil? (10)

9) What have some donein their greediness? (10)

10) What isthe man of God to pursue? (11)

11) What isthe man of God to fight, and to lay hold of? (12)

12) What did Paul urge Timothy to do? (13-14)

13) How does Paul describe our Lord Jesus Christ? (15-16)

14) What was Timothy to command therich? (17-19)

15) What was Timothy to avoid? Why? (20-21)

16) What was Paul’ sfinal benediction to Timothy in thisletter? (21)
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