The Book Of
Ecclesastes

A Study Guide With Introductory Comments,
Summaries, Outlines, And Review Questions

Student Edition

MARK A. COPELAND




Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Table Of Contents

Introduction To The Book 3

Chapter One 6

Chapter Two 9

Chapter Three 13
Chapter Four 17
Chapter Five 20
Chapter Six 23
Chapter Seven 25
Chapter Eight 30
Chapter Nine 33
Chapter Ten 36
Chapter Eleven 39
Chapter Twelve 42
Concluding Thoughts 46

Thismaterid isfrom ExecutableOutlines.com, aweb Ste containing sermon outlines
and Bible studiesby Mark A. Copeland. Vigt the web site to browse or download
additional materid for church or persond use.

The outlines were developed in the course of my ministry as a preacher of the gospd.
Fed free to use them asthey are, or adapt them to suit your own persond style. To
God bethe glory!

Executable Outlines, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2001

The Book Of Ecclesiastes 2



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Ecclesiastes

| ntroduction

The book of Ecclesastes has long fascinated many people. Somefed it isthe most puzzling book in the
Old Testament. It has been cdled one of the most melancholy books of the Bible. It has been used by
some to teach that man ceases to exist after desth.

It isnot abook that Chrigtians should ignore. Aswith dl Old Testament Scripture, it was written for
our learning (Ro 15:4) and admonition (1 Co 10:11). It istherefore profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, and for ingtruction in righteousness (2 Ti 3:16-17).

The book has specia relevance today in our materidistic society, for it helps usto see the vanity of
many earthly pursuits. It contains lessons for dl, but especidly for the young who have so much to lose
should they make the wrong choices early in life.

TITLE

In the Hebrew Bible, the book is cdled “ Qoheleth” (Koheeth) which means* preacher” (cf. 1:1).
The term suggests one who speaksto an assembly. The trandators of the Septuagint (a Greek verson
of the Old Testament) cdled it “ Ekklesiastes’, which dso means* preacher”. Theword is derived
from “ekklesa’, meaning “assembly”.

AUTHOR AND DATE OF WRITING

Jewish and early Chrigtian tradition attribute the book to Solomon. The author identifies himsdf as
“the son of David, kingin Jerusalem.” (1:1) Hedso refersto himsdf as*the Preacher”
(2:1,2,12; 7:27; 12:8,9,10). Internd evidences point to Solomon. Note the references to:

Hiswisdom - 1:16; cf. 1 Kin 3:12

His building activities - 2:4-6; cf. 1 Kin 7:1-12

Hiswedth - 2:7-9; cf. 2 Chr 9:13-28

His activities after writing this book - 12:9-10; cf. 1 Kin 4:30-34

* & o o

Some question whether certain conditions described in the book (cf. 3:16; 4:13-16; 5:8) existed during
the reign of Solomon. But these conditions could have been noted by Solomon in neighboring countries,
or in lower-leve pogtions of his adminigtration.

In my opinion, the evidence is Smply not compelling to reject the traditiond view of Solomon asthe
author. If Solomon isindeed the author, then the book was written around 945 B.C.

PURPOSE FOR WRITING

The Preacher wondered what many have asked: “What profit has a man from all hislabor in
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which hetoilsunder the sun?” (1:3). In other words, what vaue or purpose istherefor living?
What is the meaning of life? Having been blessad with great materid resources and wisdom, the
Preacher was able to explore dl avenuesin his search. He writes to share with us the results of his own
investigation, and to offer observations and words of counsd gleaned from his search.

MESSAGE

There aretwo main messages. Thefirgt is stated in the prologue: “ All isvanity” (1:2). Thisthemeis
repested by the Preacher time and again:

Prior to describing his search for meaning - 1: 14
¢ Throughout the course of his search:
The vanity of pleasure-2:1
The vanity of indugtry (labor) - 2:11,22-23; 4:4
The vanity of human wisdom - 2:15
Thevanity of dl life-2:17
The vanity of leaving an inheritance - 2:18-21
hroughout his words of counsd and wisdom:
The vanity of earthly exisence - 3:19-21
The vanity of acquiring riches over family - 4:7-8
The vanity of politica popularity - 4:16
The vanity of many dreams and many words - 5.7
The vanity of loving abundance - 5:10
The vanity of wedth without the gift of God to enjoy it - 6:2
The vanity of wandering desire - 6:9
The vanity of foolish laughter - 7:6
The vanity of injugicein thislife-8:14
The vanity of the days of darkness-11:8
The vanity of childhood and youth - 11:10

AN N NN Y Y U N U = B N N NN

Indeed, the key word in this book is“ vanity”. It occurs 35 timesin 29 verses. It means “futility,
uselessness, nothingness.” But a key phrase to be noted is“ under the sun”. Itisfound 29 timesin 27
versess. It suggests that this message of vanity is true when one looks &t life purely from an earthly
perspective. Leave God and the afterlife out of the equation, and life istruly vanity!

Therefore another message in this book isthe importance of serving God throughout life. Thisis
the message the Preacher would leave with the young (cf. 11:9-12:1), and is Sated in hisfina words:

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His
commandments, for thisisthe whole duty of man.” (12:13)

Throughout the book, we will find what the Preacher later describes as“goads’ and “nails’ (cf. 12:11).
These are wise sayings that will “prod” our thinking, and exhortations that will provide sability and
direction for living. Ecclesagtesis certainly a book worthy of careful study!
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BRIEF OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION AND PROLOGUE (1:1-3)

|. THE PREACHER'S SEARCH FOR MEANING IN LIFE (1:4-2:26)

Il. THE PREACHER'S OBSERVATIONS FROM LIFE (3:1-6:12)

I1l. THE PREACHER’'S COUNSEL FOR LIFE (7:1-12:7)

EPILOGUE AND CONCLUSION (12:8-14)
REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1) What isthe book of Ecclesiastescalledin the Hebrew Bible? What doesit mean?

2) What doestheword “ecclesiastes” mean? What Greek word isit derived from?

3) According to Jewish and early Chrigtian tradition, who isthe author, and when was it
likely written?

4) What internal evidenceisthereto identify the author? (1:16; 2:4-6,7-9; 12:9-10)

5) What question doesthe Preacher seek to answer in thisbook? (1:3)

6) What key word isfound in thisbook? What key phraseisrepeated time and again?

7) What arethe two main messages found in this book? (1:14; 12:13)

8) Accordingtothe brief outline above, what are the three main divisons of the book?

The Book Of Ecclesiastes 5



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To congder the author, theme, and underlying question of this book

2) To note the Preacher’ s observations about the cycles of life, and his concluson regarding the vaue
of human wisdom

SUMMARY

Ecclesastes opens with a prologue in which the author identifies himself, declares his theme, and
introduces the question addressed in this book. He describes himself as “the Preacher, the son of
David, king in Jerusdem” (cf. 1:12). Ashe beginshis“sermon”, he does so in way that certainly grabs
your atention: declaring al to be vanity (usdess). Having our atention, he asks the question that will
be answered in the course of his sermon: what profit does a man have from all

hislabor in which he toils under the sun (1-3)?

It isaquestion that is prompted by what he seesin the cycles of life. Generations of people come and
go. The sun rises and sets, only to do the same day after day. Wind currents and water cycles are
constantly repeated, and man is never satisfied with what he sees or hears. While we think new things
are being done, it is only because we don’t remember the past. In redity there is nothing new under the
sun (4-11).

With the question introduced, the Preacher describes his own search. Asking over Isragl in Jerusdem,
he wanted to know what everyone one wants to know - what profit isthere for al the labor done under
the sun? Right up front he tdls uswhat hefound: dl isvanity and grasping for the wind. Having been
blessed with greatness and wisdom (from God, cf. 1 Kin 3:12-13), he began his search exploring
wisdom, madness and folly. He found that much wisdom and knowledge (i.e., human wisdom) was
only the source of much grief and sorrow (12-18).

OUTLINE

|. PROLOGUE TO THE BOOK (1:1-3)

A. AUTHOR IDENTIFIED (2)
1. Thewords of the Preacher
2. Theson of David, king in Jerusdem

B. THEME STATED (2)
1. "Vanity of vanities...vanity of vanities, dl is vanity"
2. Allisfutile, usdess, meaningless
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C. QUESTION RAISED (3)
1. "What profit has aman from dl hislabor in which he toils under the sun?’
2. Thisisthe question the "Preacher” sought to answer

II. FUTILITY OBSERVED IN THE CYCLESOF LIFE (1:4-11)

A. NOTHING SEEMSTO CHANGE (4-7)
1. Generations come and go, while the earth abides forever
2. Thesuniscongant with itsrisng and setting
3. Thewinds continue their whirling cyde
4. Thewater cycle dso, asriversrun into the seas, and then through evaporation and rain
return to the rivers again

B. NOTHING SEEMSTO SATISFY (8)
1. Despitedl our labors, man is never truly satisfied
2. Theeyeisnot satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing

C. NOTHING ISNEW UNDER THE SUN (9-11)
1. What will be doneisthat which has been done
2. If thought to be new, it is has been done in ancient times
3. Wesmply don't remember the past, nor will the future remember the present

. THE FUTILITY OF HUMAN WISDOM (1:12-18)

A. THE PREACHER DESCRIBESHIS SEARCH (12-15)
1. Hewasking over Isradl in Jerusalem
2. Hedetermined to use wisdom to seek and search dl that has been done “under heaven”
3. A task that he understood God had given to al men, to chalenge them
4. He summarizeswha he found, having seen dl the works done * under the sun”
a. They are vanity and grasping for thewind
b. For thereislittle one can do to make sgnificant changes

B. THE PREACHER APPLIED HISGOD-GIVEN WISDOM (16-17a)
1. Heacknowledged the greatness and wisdom he had attained
2. Hetherefore sought to apply it to understand wisdom, madness, and folly

C. THE PREACHER CONCLUDES (HUMAN) WISDOM ISFUTILE (17b-18)

1. Itwaslikegrasping for wind
2. Morewisdom and knowledge just increases grief and sorrow

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
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2) How doesthe author describe himsdlf? (1)

3) What isthe theme of thisbook, as stated in verse 2?

4) What isthe key question that this book seeksto address? (3)

5) What illustrations ar e given to show the futility observed in the cycles of life? (4-7)

6) What isnever satisfied? (8)

7) Why istherenothing new under the sun? (9)

8) Why do we think something isnew? (10-11)

9) What did the Preacher determineto do? Why? (13)

10) Having seen the wor ks done under the sun, what did he conclude? Why? (14-15)

11) What did he acknowledge he had attained? (16)

12) What did he set hisheart to know? (17)

13) What conclusion did hedraw? Why? (18)

The Book Of Ecclesiastes 8



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To note the degree to which the Preacher sought for meaning in life under the sun

2) To congder hisegtimation of mirth, pleasure, wine, wisdom, folly and wedth in providing
purpose for living

3) To appreciate his concluson for what is best in life, and the One who makes it possible
SUMMARY

In this chapter the Preacher describes the extent of his search for the meaning of life “under the sun.”
He explored mirth and pleasure, finding them to be vanity. He experimented with wine and folly, while
guiding himsdf with hiswisdom. Not withholding anything his eyes desired, he used his great wedth to
build and accumulate everything his heart wanted. He certainly enjoyed himsdlf while doing it (1-10).

Y et when the Preacher looked back on dl he had done, he found it to be vanity and grasping for the
wind. Reflecting upon the comparative vaue of wisdom and fally, he did find wisdom to exce fally.
But he also observed that desth came to both the wise and the fool, and both soon forgotten. This
prompted him to hatelife. Even his accumulated wedlth provided little respite, for he must leaveit to
one who may proveto beafool. Thus hefound such efforts to be grievous, leading one to sorrowful
days and restless nights (11-23).

He concludesit is best to eat and drink, enjoying what good thereisin one' slabor. Heredized,
however, that the ability to truly enjoy lifeisagift from God. He saw that God gives wisdom,
knowledge, and joy to aman who isgood in Hissight. To the sinner, God might give the ghility to
gather and collect great wedlth, but it eventually winds up in the hands of him who is good before God.
Thus much labor without God's blessing istruly vanity and grasping for the wind (24-26).

OUTLINE

|. THE PREACHER'S SEARCH FOR MEANING (2:1-10)

A. ASUMMARY OF HISSEARCH (1-2)
1. Hetested mirth and pleasure, and found them to be vanity
2. Hefound laughter to be madness, and mirth to accomplish little

B. A DESCRIPTION OF HIS SEARCH (3-10)
1. He experimented with wine and folly
a. While guiding himsdf with wisdom
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b. Seeking to find what is good for men to do “under heaven al the days of their lives’
2. He made many things

a. Houses and vineyards

b. Gardensand orchards

c. Water poolsto water fruit trees
3. Heacquired whatever he wanted

a. Madeand femae servants, with more born in his house

b. Herdsand flocks, more than any in Jerusalem before him

c. Siver, gold, specid treasures of kings and provinces

d. Mdeand femde sangers musica indruments of dl kinds
4. He became great, and seemingly happy

a.  Greater than dl in Jerusdem before him

b. Having dl his eyesdesred, his heart rgoicing in his labor

II. THE PREACHER'SREFLECTION UPON HIS SEARCH (2:11-23)

A. REFLECTING UPON HISLABOR (11)
1. Looking back on dl hisworks and labor
2. Find them to be vanity, grasping for wind
3. Concluding there was no profit under the sun

B. REFLECTING UPON WISDOM, MADNESS, AND FOLLY (12-17)
1. He conddered the relaive vaue of wisdom, madness, and folly
2. Hefound that wisdom excdsfally aslight excels darkness
3. Yet the same end (death) befdls the wise and the fool, and both are soon forgotten
4. Prompting him to hate life for its vanity and grasping for thewind

C. REFLECTING UPON HISWEALTH (18-23)
1. Hecameto hate hislabor and toil under the sun
a. Because he must leave it to one after him
b. Not knowing whether those who inherit it will be wise or foolish
2. Hecameto despair hislabor under the sun
a. For despite one's wisdom, knowledge and skill, one' s heritage must be | eft to one who
has not labored for it
b. Thishe concluded was vanity and a greet evil
c. Intheend, dl one had asaresult of hislabor and the siriving of his heart:
1) Sorrowful days, restless nights
2) Grievousworks, leading to vanity

[1l.THE PREACHER’'S CONCLUSION FROM HIS SEARCH (24-26)

A. MAN SHOULD ENJOY THE GOOD IN HISLABOR (24a)
1. Thereisnothing better
2. Thanto est, drink, and to enjoy good in one' s labor

B. THEABILITY TO ENJOY ISA GIFT FROM GOD (24b-26)
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1. Hesaw that thiswas agift from God
2. For no one can truly enjoy life without God (cf. footnote, NIV, NASB)
a. Tothose good in His dght, God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy
b. Tothesnner, God givesthe work of gathering and collecting
1) Togiveto the onewho is good before God
2) For the Snner, hiswork becomes vanity and grasping for the wind

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) Inhissearch, what sort of thingsdid the Preacher explore? (1-3)

3) What guided hisheart during the course of his search? (3)

4) What thingsdid he accumulate during his search? (4-8)

5) How great did he become? What stayed with him? (9)

6) What did he get? (10)

7) What was hisreaction to this great accumulation of wealth? (10-11)

8) What conclusonswere drawn about the value of wisdom and folly? (12-16)

9) What did thisreflection lead him to do? Why? (17)
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10) What else caused him to hate hislabor? (18)

11) Why did thistrouble him? (19-21)

12) What did he conclude was the result of one' slabor, striving, and toil for thingsunder the
sun? (22-23)

13) What did he say was the best man could achieve? (24)

14) But who was capable of achieving this? (24-26)

15) What did the sinner receive? For what purpose? (26)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To reflect upon the Preacher’ s observations gleaned from his search for the purpose of life under
the sun

2) To underdand why God' s ways are sometimes inexplicable, and why injustice dong with
wickedness are alowed to exist

3) To bereminded asto what is best for man to do in life under the sun
SUMMARY

In the first two chapters, the Preacher described the extent of his search for the purpose of life under the
aun. In this chapter, and the three to follow, he shares observations gleaned during the course of his
search.

In awedl-known passage, we are told that to everything there is a season, atime for every purpose
under heaven. The Preacher has seen that God has given man the task to seek out God' s purpose by
putting eternity in man's heart. But then he also saw that no oneis able to find out what God does from
beginning to end, and no one can change what He decidesto do. Why does God act thisway? Why
are His purposes often incomprehensible? The Preacher offers that God does this so man might fear
before Him, seeing that God will require an account for what is done. This prompts the Preacher to
date again (cf. 2:24-26) what he believesis the best one can do: to regjoice, do good, to eat and drink,
enjoying the good in their labor. This he concludes isthe gift of God (1-15).

Next he describes what he saw “under the sun”. In places were there should have been judgment and
righteousness, he saw wickedness and iniquity! Why does God dlow it? He reasoned in his heart that
God will judge the righteous and wicked, and that there must be atime for every purpose and for every
work. Hetold himsdf that God tests men, to help them see that they are little different from beadts.
Both man and beasts die, and both return to the dust. From a purely earthly perspective, thereis no
advantage of man over beadts, for one cannot see whether the spirit of man goes upward (but cf. 12:7)
while the spirit of animals goes downward to the earth. Thisled him to the perception stated once again
(cf. 2:24-26; 3:12-13), that it is best for aman to rgoice in hisworks. Thisis man's heritage, for who
can bring one (back) to see what will happen (on the earth) after him (16-22)?

OUTLINE

. THE INEXPLICABLE PURPOSE OF GOD (3:1-15)

A. ATIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE (1-8)
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1. Toeverything thereis aseason
2. A timefor every purpose under heaven
A timeto be born, and atimeto die
A timeto plant, and atime to pluck what is planted
A timeto kill, and atime to hed
A timeto bresk down, and atimeto build up
A timeto weep, and atimeto laugh
A timeto mourn, and atime to dance
A timeto cast away stones, and atime to gather stones
A timeto embrace, and atime to refrain from embracing
A timetogan, and atimeto lose
A timeto keep, and atime to throw away
A timeto tear, and atime to sew
A timeto keep silence, and atime to spesk
. A timeto love, and atimeto hate
A time of war, and atime of peace

SITXRTTSQ@ OO0 T

B. MAN'SINABILITY TO FIND OUT GOD’S PURPOSE (9-15)
1. God hasput it in man to seek out what he cannot find
a. Again, the Preacher asks what profit thereis one' s labor
b. He seesthat God has:
1) Given man the task with which to be occupied
2) Made evarything beautiful initstime
3) Put eernity in man's heart
c. Yet noone can find the work that God does from beginning to end
2. What the Preacher concludes is best for people to do
a. Rgoice and do good inther lives
b. Eat, drink, and enjoy the good of dl their labor
c. lItisthegift of God (cf. 2:24-26)
3. What the Preacher offers as God' s reason for the way He works
a. Heknows that whatever God does, man cannot change
b. God acts the way He does, that men should fear before Him
c. For God requires an account of what is past (done)

II. THE INJUSTICE AND WICKEDNESS OF MEN (3:16-22)

A. WHAT THE PREACHER SAW (16)
1. Inthe place of judgment, there was wickedness
2. Inthe place of righteousness, there was iniquity

B. WHAT THE PREACHER REASONED (17-21)
1. God will judge the righteous and the wicked
2. Theremust be atime for every purpose and for every work
3. God evidently dlows injustice to test the hearts of men
a.  That they may seethat they are like beasts
b. That what happens to beasts will happen to them
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1) Asonedies, so diesthe other
2) Man has no advantage over beasts
3) All return to the dust
c. Who knows that the spirit of man goes upward, and the spirit of the beast goes
downward?

C. WHAT THE PREACHER CONCLUDED (22)
1. Thereisnothing better than rgoicing in one's own works, which is his heritage
2. For who can bring man to see what will happen after him?

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) What doesthe preacher say about everything under heaven? (1)

3) List someexamplesof how heillustrates“atimefor every purpose’ (2-8)

4) What question doesthe Preacher restate? (9, cf. 1:3)

5) What four things has he seen? (10-11)

6) What doesthe Preacher concludeisbest for peopleto do? Why? (12-13)

7) Why has God made what He does unchangeable? (14)

8) What will God require? (15)
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9) AsthePreacher looked in places wher e there should have been judgment and
righteousness, what did he see? (16)

10) What did hereason in hisheart about this? (17)

11) What did hetdl himself wasthe reason God allowed such things? (18)

12) What does man have in common with beasts? (19-20)

13) What is different between man and beast? (21)

14) What did the Preacher perceive was best for man to do? Why? (22)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To reflect upon the Preacher’ s observations gleaned from his search for the purpose of life under
the sun

2) To congder the vanity of skillful work, isolation, and popularity
3) To appreciate the vaue of friendship and working together

SUMMARY

The Preacher continues to share his observations gleaned during the course of his search for the
purpose of life under the sun. Earlier he rdated the injustice he saw (cf. 3:16). Now we are told how
he considered those who were oppressed with no comforter. In such a state, he concluded the dead
were better than the living, and better than both was to never be born (1-4).

The Preacher then describes what he saw as the vanity of toil and skillful work, especidly when oneis
adone. While one who does nothing is afool and consumes his own flesh, it is better to have alittle with
quietness than alot with much toil. A grave misfortune is the person with no companion, son, nor
brother, who labors endlesdy for riches that do not satisfy and does not consider who will receive that
for which he deprives himsdlf of much good in life. On the other hand, the Preacher saw greet vadluein
friendship. Heillugtrates the principle of synergy in their work and how they can help one another in
times of need (5-12).

The chapter closes with anilludiration of the vanity of popularity. While ayoung and wise man who
becomes king may be popular & firdt, with the passing of time he is not appreciated by those who come
aong later (13-16).

OUTLINE

|. THE OPPRESS ON OF MEN (4:1-3)

A. WHAT THE PREACHER REVIEWED (1)
1. He consdered the oppression done under the sun
2. He saw thetears of the oppressed, who had no comforter
3. He observed power on the side of the oppressors

B. WHAT THE PREACHER REASONED (2-3)
1. He praised the dead more than the living
2. Better than both is the person who:
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a Hasnever existed
b. Has not seen the evil work done under the sun

II. THE VANITY OF TOIL AND SKILLFUL WORK (4:4-6)

A. IT BREEDSENVY IN OTHERS (4)

1.
2.

He saw that toil and skillful [abor isenvied by others
Thistoo is vanity and grasping for wind

B. TWOWAYSTO REACT TO THISVANITY (5-6)

1.
2.

The fool does nothing, and consumes his own flesh
It is better to have alittle with quietness

[II.THE VANITY OF ISOLATION (4:7-12)

A. THE VANITY OF BEING ALONE (7-8)

1.
2.

3.

He saw more vanity under the sun

A person who was aone, without companion, son, or brother

a.  With no end to hislabors, with no stisfaction with his riches

b. Who does not consider for whom he labors and deprives himsdf of good
Thiswas vanity and a grave misfortune

B. THE VALUE OF FRIENDS (9-12)

1.

absonN

Two are better than one, for they have good reward for their |abor
If one fals, the other can lift him up

Their combined body hest can kegp them warm

They can withstand one who would seek to overpower them

A threefold cord is not quickly broken

IV.THE VANITY OF POPULARITY (4:13-16)

A. ATALE OF TWO MEN (13-15)

1.

2.

It is better to be a poor and wise youth, than an old and foolish king who will not accept
criticiam

For the young man, though born poor, comes out of prison to become king and the living
were with him

B. YET POPULARITY ISSHORT-LIVED (16)

1.
2.

The young king might rule over a populous nation
But another generation will arise that will not rgoicein him

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
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2) What did the Preacher observeregarding oppresson? (1)

3) What did this observation prompt the Preacher to do? (2-3)

4) What did he observe about toil and skillful work? (4)

5) How does he describe the fool who doesn’t work? (5)

6) What isbetter than both handsfull, but with toil and grasping for the wind? (6)

7) What isdescribed asvanity and a grave misfortune? (7-8)

8) How doesthe Preacher illustrate the value of friendship? (9-12)

10) How doesthe Preacher illustrate the vanity of popularity? (13-16)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Five

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toreflect upon the Preacher’ s observations gleaned from his search for the purpose of life
2) To notice the proper way to gpproach God in worship, and the danger of foolish vows

3) To gppreciate the limitations of riches, and how the ability to enjoy them is a gift from God
SUMMARY

Having observed much folly during his search for the purpose of life, the Preacher offers counsdl on
such things as worshipping God, making promises, injustice in high places, and properly using riches.

He urges caution when one goes to the house of God. It is better to draw near to hear than to offer the
sacrifices of fools. Therefore be careful what you say (cf. Ja 1:26). When you do make avow or
promise, don’t delay to pay it. It is better not to vow, than to vow and not keep it. Do not let your
mouth get you into trouble, thinking you can Smply excuse your way out of promises you have made.
The righteous anger of God isto be feared (1-7).

Returning to an earlier theme (cf. 3:16-17; 4:1-3), he says not to marvel when you see the oppression
of the poor, or the perversion of judtice and righteousness. Remember that every one answersto
someone higher. Even the king is dependent upon those who serve him, implying that he too will be
held accountable (8-9).

Another theme throughout the Preacher’ s observationsis the proper use of riches. Here he discusses
the vanity of loving riches, and the evil of hoarding richesto on€ shurt. Richesin of themseaves do not
satisfy, they can be the source of much anxiety, and can eadily perish through misfortune (10-17).

It isfitting to enjoy the good in one's labor, but the ability to enjoy isagift from God. God will keep
one who is so blessed busy with the joy of his heart (18-20).

OUTLINE

|. THE WORSHIP OF GOD (5:1-3)

A. WALK CAREFULLY (1)
1. When you go to house of God, draw near to hear
2. Do not give the sacrifice of fools, for they do evil
B. TALK CAUTIOUSLY (2-3)
1. Do not be rash with your mouth
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Do not be hasty with your heart may utter before God
Let your words be few

Dreams (mideading?) come through much activity

A foal isknown by his many words

absonN

II. THE TAKING OF VOWS (5:4-7)

A. FULFILL YOUR VOWS (4-5)
1. When you make avow, do not deay to pay it
2. God has no pleasurein fools, pay what you have vowed
3. Itisbetter not to vow, than to vow and not pay

B. WATCH YOUR MOUTH (6-7)
1. Do not let your mouth lead you to Sin
2. Don't think you can excuse your rash statements and avoid God' s anger
3. Themultitude of dreams and many words are vanity; fear God!

I[I.THE INJUSTICE OF MEN (5:8-9)

A. DON'T MARVEL AT OPPRESSION (8a)
1. When you see the oppression of the poor
2. When you see violent perverson of justice and righteousness

B. EVERYONE ISACCOUNTABLE (8b-9)
1. High offidds mugt answer to even higher officids
2. Asthe prdfit of theland isfor dl, even theking is served by thefield

IV.THE VANITY OF RICHES (5:10-17)

A. THEY DO NOT SATISFY (10-12)
1. Hewho loves silver and riches will not be satisfied with incresse
2. Asgoodsincrease, so does one' s appetite; there islittle profit (satisfaction) other than to
see them
3. Whilethe deep of alaboring man is swest, the abundance of therich troubles hisdeep

B. THEY ARE PERISHABLE (13-17)
1. A severe evil seenisriches kept (hoarded) to the hurt of the owner
2. Suchriches can perish through misfortune, leaving the owner...
a.  With nothing for on€' s descendants
b. To go asnaked as he cameinto thisworld
c. Eatingin darkness, with much sorrow, sickness, and anger

V. THE PROPER USE OF RICHES (5:18-20)

A. ENJOY THEM ASA GIFT FROM GOD (18)
1. Itisgood to edt, drink, and enjoy the good of one's labor
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2. Thisison€'s heritage from God

B. THEABILITY TO ENJOY ISA GIFT FROM GOD (19-20)
1. Riches and the ability to enjoy them, are a gift from God
2. One whom God has so blessed will not reflect unduly on hislife, because God kegps him
preoccupied with joy and gladness

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) How should one conduct themsalves when they seek to worship God? (1)

3) What two principles concerning vows ar e given by the Preacher? (4,5)

4) Why should we not marvel when we see oppression, and perversion of justice and
righteousness? (8)

5) Why isit vanity to loveriches? (10)

6) What isa frequent consequence of having an abundance of wealth? (12)

7) What isdescribed as* a severe evil under the sun”? (13-17)

8) What doesthe Preacher see asgood and fitting for oneto do? (18)

9) What isdescribed as “the gift of God” ? (19)

10) Why will a person blessed by God not dwell unduly on the days of hislife? (20)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Six

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toreflect upon the Preacher’ s observations gleaned from his search for the purpose of life

2) To undergand the limitations of riches, and that the ability to enjoy them isagift from God
SUMMARY

The Preacher continues his observations about the vanity of richesin this chapter (cf. 5:13-20). He
describes a sad, but very common stuation: a man blessed with riches, wedlth and honor so that he has
al that he desires; yet God does not let him have it, and it is consumed by someone ese! Such aman,
even if he has ahundred children and lives two thousand years, is described as no better than a gtillborn
child (1-6).

His reflections on riches lead the Preacher to conclude that man’s labor might feed his mouth, but it
does not redly satisfy the soul. It is better to have the sight of the eyes (i.e., to enjoy what you see),
than to have the wandering of desire which is vanity and grasping for the wind. Since man cannot
change that he is subject to life's vanities and unable to contend with God, accumulating many things
may only increase vanity in thislife. By asking who knows what is good in this short life, and who can
tell what will happen in this life after we are gone, the Preacher implies that only God (and not the
accumulation of wedlth) provides the answer to the vanity of life “under the sun” (7-12).

OUTLINE

. A SAD SITUATION (6:1-6)

A. ACOMMON AFFLICTION AMONG MEN (1-2)
1. Toreceaiveriches, wedth, and honor from God, dl that one desires
2. Yet not be ableto enjoy it
a. Because God does not give him the ability or power to do o
b. Ingead aforeigner consumesit (thisisvanity, and an evil or grievous afliction)

B. EVEN WITH MANY CHILDREN AND LONG LIFE (3-6)

1. Unlessthe soul is satisfied with goodness, astillborn child is better off even though...
a. It may comein vanity and depart in darkness
b. It'sname may be covered with darkness
c. It has not seen the sun or known anything

2. For the dtillborn child has more rest than one who suffers this effliction
a. Evenif helivestwo thousand years
b. Forthey dl eventudly go to the same place
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II. REFLECTIONSON RICHES (6:7-12)

A. RICHESCANNOT SATISFY THE SOUL (7-9)
1. They can be consumed, but don't redlly satisfy
2. They don't make the wise any better than the fool
3. They don't make one better than the poor who knows how to conduct himsdlf properly
- cf. Pro 15:16; 19:1; 28:6
-- Indeed, better isthe Sght of the eyes than the wandering of desire, which is vanity

B. RICHES CANNOT CHANGE THE VANITY OF LIFE (10-12)
1. No matter what one becomes, heis il “man”, unable to contend with God
2. Manisdill subject to many things which incresse the vanity of life
a.  Who knowswhat is good for man?
1) All thedaysaf hisvan life?
2) Which he passes like a shadow?
b. Who can tel a man what will hgppen after him *under the sun”?
-- Unlessit be God, no one!
REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) What doesthe Preacher see asa common affliction among men? (1-2)

3) How isadtillborn child better than one who suffers such an affliction? (3-6)

4) What isnot satisfied by all the labor of man? (7)

5) What isbetter than the wandering of desire? (9)

6) What isunchangeable about man? (10)

7) Why isman no better by accumulating riches alone? (11)

8) What isman unable (without help from God) to determine? (12)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Seven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To undersand what makes for "better living" in this vain world
2) To gppreciate the limitations of wisdom in providing answers
SUMMARY

In the first Six chapters the Preacher has shared with us his search for meaning (1:1-2:24) and
observations gleaned during the course of his search (3:1-6:12). He has repeated his conclusonstime
and again..

¢ Life"under theaun" isvanity - 1:2,14; 2:11
+ Yet thereisgood that one can do, provided oneis blessed by God - 2: 24-26;
5:18-20

In the remaining six chapters the Preacher shares his counsd through a mixture of proverbs and
narration. He imparts wisdom designed to make the mogt of life "under the sun”. In other words, while
life under the sun is"vanity", how then should we live?

Thefirgt half of chapter seven offers” counsel for better living" with a series of comparisons. For
example, honor is better than luxury, your day of degth is better than your day of birth, afunerd is better
than a party, etc. Hisestimation of what is better may often sound strange, but it comes from who has
learned from both experience aswell asinspiraion (1-14).

The second haf of the chapter offers " counsel for balanced living." There are chdlenging and
difficult statements which should be understood in their context, and in the context of the Bibleasa
whole. It appears the Preacher is mainly warning againgt extremiam, and againgt the presumption that
one can find the answer to every question in life (15-29).

OUTLINE

|. COUNSEL FORBETTER LIVING (7:1-14)

A. HONOR ISBETTER THAN LUXURY (1a)
1. A good nameis highly vaued
2. Better than precious ointment (representative of luxury)

B. YOUR DEATH DAY ISBETTER THAN YOUR BIRTHDAY (1b)
1. Onéeshirthisthe beginning of sorrows - cf. Job 14:1; 3:1-3; Jer 20:14-18
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2. Onésdeath can be the beginning of eternd bliss- cf. Isa 57:1-2; Re 14:13

C. AFUNERAL ISBETTER THAN A PARTY (2-4)
1. Better to go to the house of mourning than the house of feasting
a. For the funerd homeisthe end of al men
b. Wheretheliving will takeit to heart
2. Sorrow is better than laughter, for a sad countenance makes a heart better
a. Thusthe heart of the wiseisin the house of mourning
b. Whilethe heart of foolsisin the house of mirth

D. A REBUKE OF THE WISE ISBETTER THAN THE SONG OF FOOLS (5-7)
1. For thelaughter of the foal is vanity, like the crackling of thorn under a pot
2. Oppression destroys awise man's reason, and a bribe debases his heart

E. THEEND ISBETTER THAN THE BEGINNING (8a)
1. Similar to what we have aready seen regarding birth and desth - cf. Ecc 7:1
2. Not dl that starts has an end; in the completion of atask one finds satisfaction

F. PATIENCE ISBETTER THAN PRIDE (8b-9)
1. The patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit
2. Do not be hasty to be angry, for anger restsin the bosom of fools

G. THE PRESENT ISBETTER THAN THE PAST (10)
1. Weshould not say "why were the former days better?"
2. Oneisnat wisein thinking in such amanner

H. WISDOM ISBETTER THAN WEALTH (11-12)
1. Wisdom aong with an inheritance is good, and profitable for the living
2. Wigdom is a defense like money, but wisdom gives life to those who have it

|. RESIGNATION ISBETTER THAN INDIGNATION (13-14)
1. Thereare somethings of God we cannot change
2. God has appointed both the day of prosperity and the day of adversity, so man is unable to
determine what will happen after him
3. Thesolution?
a. Intheday of prosperity bejoyful
b. Intheday of adversty consder (e.g., what lessons might be learned)

II. COUNSEL FOR BALANCED LIVING (7:15-29)

A. DO THINGSIN MODERATION (15-22)
1. Therighteous don't dways prosper, nor do the wicked aways suffer
a.  Avoid extremiam in seeking to righteous and wise, lest you destroy yourself
b. Avoid extremism in wickedness and foolishness, lest you die before your time
2. Dont refrain from true righteousness and wisdom
a. Fearing God will help one escape extremism
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b. Wisdom isasource of strength
c. Butnooneis perfect
3. Dont take to heart everything you hear
a.  You may hear another curse you
b. Yet you havelikey cursed someone at sometime

B. WISDOM ALONE ISNOT THE ANSWER (23-29)
1. There are questions wisdom can't answer
a.  Some things are beyond on€'s ability to find
b. No matter how hard and long you search
2. A wicked woman is certainly to be avoided
a.  Which hefound out in his search for wisdom
b. Sheismore bitter than degth
c. Hewho pleases God shdl escape from her, but the sinner shall be taken by her
3. A good manishadtofind
a. Inhissearch, hefound only onein athousand
b. A good woman was even rarer
c. God made man upright, but man has sought out many schemes

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

2) What isbetter than precious ointment? (1)

3) Which isbetter, the day of death or the day one'sbirth? (1)

4) Why isit better to attend a funeral rather than a party? (2)

5) Why issorrow better than laughter? (3)

6) Wheredoesthe heart of thewisereside? Theheart of the fool? (4)

7) Which isbetter, to hear rebuke from thewise, or a song from a fool? (5)

8) What isthelaughter of the fool? (6)
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9) What destroysawise man'sreason? What debasesthe heart? (7)

10) What other two comparisons are made? (8)

11) Why should one not hasten to be angry? (9)

12) What isnot awise thing to say? (10)

13) What isgood along with an inheritance? Why? (11-12)

13) What isthe value of knowledge? (12)

14) What should we consider about the work of God? (13)

15) What should we do in days of prosperity? In days of adversity? Why? (14)

16) What two things had Solomon seen in the days of hisvanity? (15)

17) Against what does Solomon caution? (16-18)

18) How strong iswisdom? (19)

19) I sthere anyone who does not sin? (20)

20) What should one not taketo heart? (21-22)

21) In hiseffort to be wise, what did Solomon find? (23-25)
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22) What did hefind more bitter than death? (26)

23) Who can escape such a woman? (26)

24) In his search, what had he found, and not found? (27-28)

25) What else had he found? (29)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Eight

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To glean wisdom for enduring evil and oppressive governments

2) To notethe amilarity between the Preacher's conclusion and the book of Job about the inability of
man to discern dl of the work of God

SUMMARY

Among the "vanities' in lifeisliving in circumstances over which we have little control. Such asthe kind
of government ruling the country in which we live. The Preacher observed that evil men are oftenin
positions of power, and offers his counse for enduring such "vanity."

Wisdom is helpful, capable of softening one's countenance (so one is not overly troubled?). Submitting
to governing authorities isimportant, especialy in view of the power wielded by those in authority.
There will be times when the wicked rule, bringing misery. Be patient, while judgment againgt such evil
may be ddlayed it will comein its own time and the wicked will soon be forgotten after their demise. In
the meantime, it is best to fear God (1-13).

Another "vanity" is how the righteous sometimes suffer while the wicked prosper. The Preacher
reiterates his conclusion that it is best to seek to enjoy what good God gives in one's [abor under the

sun. Even the wisest man is unable to discern al that God is doing, no matter how hard hetries. A
lesson smilar to the one taught in the book of Job (14-17).

OUTLINE

|. ENDURING THE GOVERNMENTSOF MEN (8:1-13)

A. SUBMIT TO AUTHORITIES (1-8)

1. Wisdom hasits vaue, able to change one's countenance

2. Obey the king's command, for God's sake
a. Don't be hasty to leave the king's presence
b. Dont take your stand for an evil thing
C. Respect his power, and you will be unharmed

3. A wise man will understand that judgment will comein it's own time, so don't resort to
wickedness (i.e, rebelion) to dleviate misery - cf. Ro 13:1-7; 1 Pe 2:11-17

B. ANTICIPATE WICKED RULERS (9-13)
1. Therewill be timeswhen men rule to their own detriment
2. They will soon be forgotten after their demise
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3. Why do some persgt in their evil?
a. Becausethar judgment does not occur immediately
b. Even s, itisdill better to fear God

II. ENDURING THE VANITY IN LIFE (8:14-17)

A. EXPECT PERPLEXITY (14, 16-17)
1. Sometimes the righteous suffer, and the wicked prosper, which is vanity
2. One cannot dways understand why things happen the way they do (remember Job?)
B. ENJOY LIFE (15)
1. Ddight in the fruits of your own labor
a Ea, drink, and be merry
b. Asyou labor in the days God has given you in life under the sun
2. Theadvice given throughout this book - 2:24-26; 3:12-13; 5:18-20
REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) What benefit does wisdom have? (1)

3) Why should one bein submission to theking (i.e., gover nment)? (2-4)

4) Generally speaking, what will one experience who heeds the king's command? (5)

5) What will awise man discern even though misery may increase greatly? (5-7)

6) What issaid of those who ar e given to wickedness? (8)

7) What had the Preacher observed about the rule of men? (9)

8) What did he observe about the wicked who had come and gone from the place of holiness?
(10)
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9) Why werethe hearts of some men set to do evil? (11)

10) What did the Preacher conclude about a sinner whose days ar e prolonged? (12-13)

11) What did the Preacher describe as a vanity which occurson the earth? (14)

12) In view of such vanity, what doesthe Preacher commend? Why? (15)

13) What did the Preacher conclude after diligently observing the businessthat isdone on the
earth? (16-17)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Nine

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toreflect upon theinevitability of death, and the uncertainty of life
2) To consider how time and chance happensto al

3) To gppreciate the importance of ajoyful, diligent life, and heeding the words of the wise

SUMMARY

The Preacher continues to share counsdl gleaned from observations on life made during his search for
meaning. He noted that al things come diketo al, it matters not that you are righteous or wicked. One
thing that certainly happensto al is death, after which oneis soon forgotten and has no sharein thislife
(things done "under the sun™). Should one therefore despair? No, the Preacher again encourages usto
live joyfully, especidly with the wife of our youth, and to work diligently in whet time we have in thislife.
Once you die, you won't be able to continue your effortsin the grave. Thisisour portion inlife, and
God has aready accepted our works (1-10).

The Preacher also observed that time and chance happensto al, and that evil times come suddenly.
The uncertainty of life can be softened with the aid of wisdom, which the Preacher praises as better than

strength and the weapons of war. Thus the words of the wise should be heard, even when spoken
softly, or coming from a poor man (11-18).

OUTLINE

|. ENDURING THE INEVITABILITY OF DEATH (9:1-10)

A. DEATH HAPPENSTO ALL (1-6)
1. It happensto both the righteous and the wicked
a. While the righteous are in God's hands
b. And the sons of men arefull of evil
2. Whilewelive, thereis hope; when we die...
a.  Weknow nothing of what goes on here on earth
b. Others memory of us soon fades

B. ENJOY LIFE (7-10)
1. Whiledeeth isinevitable, we should dill enjoy life
2. Livejoyfully with the wife God has given you
3. Work diligently while you are here; you won't be able to do anymore after you die
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II. ENDURING THE UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE (9:11-18)

A. EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED (11-12)
1. Timeand chance happensto al
a. Beng swift and strong does not mean you will awayswin
b. Being wise, understanding, and skillful does not aways ensure food, riches, or favor
2. Sometimes death will come unexpectedly, like animas caught in atrap

B. ESTEEM WISDOM (13-18)

1. The Preacher saw how wisdom saved acity
a. Even though found in a poor man
b. Even though the man was soon forgotten

2. Therefore he praises the vaue of wisdom
a. Asbetter than strength, though a poor man's wisdom is often despised
b. Asbetter than wegpons of war, though spoken quietly by the wise

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) What did the Preacher consider about therighteous and the wise? (1)

3) What two observations did he make regarding therighteous and the wicked? (2-3)

4) What one event does he discussthat happensto everyone? (3-5)

5) What two things does he seein the hearts of men? What happensto them? (3)

6) Who still has hope? Why? (4-5)

7) What issaid of the dead? (5-6)
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8) What doesthe Preacher counsd theliving to do? (7-10)

9) What reasons does he give for such counsal? (7-10)

10) What other observations did the Preacher make about life? (11-12)

11) What observations did he make about the value of wisdom? (13-18)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Ten

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To comparethe harm of folly and the value of wisdom

2) To seetheimpact of folly on one's reputation, the government, and in business

SUMMARY

The Preacher continues to share wisdom that can help endure the many vanitiesin life.  This chapter is
filled with proverbid statements, in which he first deplores folly and the affect it can have on one's
reputation (1-3).

The Preacher dso describes how fally is often manifested in government, and in ones life and labors.
The land suffers when governed by foolish men, and labor is made even more difficult. 'Y et wisdom can
bring success to one's endeavors, and blessings to the land when found in the conduct of those who lead
(4-20).

OUTLINE

FOLLY DEPLORED (10:1-3)

A. IT MARSTHE FINEST OF REPUTATIONS (1)
1. Like dead flies putrefy the perfumer's ointment
2. Sofolly isto one respected for wisdom and honor

B. IT SERVESASAN UNSAFE GUIDE (2)
1. Thewise man's heart isa hisright hand
2. Thefool'sheartisat hisleft hand (in the wrong place)

C. ITBETRAYSITSOWN STUPIDITY (3)
1. A fool waks aong the way without wisdom
2. Heshowseveryonethat heisafool

. FOLLY MANIFESTED (10:4-20)

A. WHEN THE SPIRIT OF THE RULER RISESAGAINST YOU (4)
1. Do not leave your post
2. Allow conciliation to pacify grest offense

B. WHEN FOLLY ISMANIFESTED IN GOVERNMENT AND LABOR (5-20)

The Book Of Ecclesiastes 36



Mark A. Copeland

1. Anevil observed by the Preacher (5-7)
a. Error proceeding from the ruler
b. Fally exdted while therich are debased
C. Sevantsin power while true princes are humbled
2. Thosewho labor with foolishness hurt and hinder themsdlves (8-10)
a. Asillugrated through severd examples given by the Preacher
b. Thewisdom of the wise will know how to expedite hislabors
3. Thefoolish sldom know how to restrain themsalves (11-15)
a. They do not know how to hold their tongues
b. They do not know how to direct their |abor
4. How fally and wisdom affect the condition of the country (16-19)
a. Woeto the land whose leaders...
1) Are childish and feast in the morning
2) Arelazy, resulting in broken down buildings
b. Blessed istheland whose leaders...
1) Feast at the proper time
2) Successtully rule, providing for true hagppiness and meeting every need
5. Becareful what you say (20)
a. Donot cursetheking
b. Do not cursetherich
c. Forwha you say will likely reach ther ears

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) What comparison isused to illustrate how folly ruinsthe reputation of the wise? (1)

3) Whereisthe heart of awiseman? The heart of the foolish man? (2)

4) When doesthefool display hisfolly to everyone? (3)

5) How should onerespond when the spirit of theruler risesagainst them? (4)

6) What evil had the Preacher seen under the sun pertaining to government? (5-7)
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7) What four illustrations appear to depict the lack of wisdom in business? (8-9)

8) When theax isdull, what isrequired? What will bring success? (10)

9) Towhat isa babbler compared? (11)

10) How are the words of the wise? What will the lips of afool do to him? (12)

11) What do the words of a fool begin with? How do they end? (13)

12) What elseis said about a fool? (14-15)

13) When istherewoe upon the land? (16)

14) When isa land blessed? (17)

15) What is evidence of laziness and idleness? (18)

16) What observations are made about feasting, wine and money? (19)

17) Why should one not curse the king nor therich? (20)
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The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Eleven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To appreciate the vaue of benevolence and diligence in preparing for the future

2) To glean what counsdl the Preacher offers for those who are young
SUMMARY

In this chapter the Preacher begins with encouraging benevolence and diligence as ways to guard against
the uncertain future. By casting our bread upon the waters, willing to offer servings to many, and not
withholding our hands in the evening, our benevolence may serve uswdl in the future should evil befdl
us. Likewise, things may happen beyond our ability to control or comprehend, but diligence in sowing
seed and being mindful of the dark days to come can help to prepare usfor their coming (1-8).

This chapter also introduces counsdl from the Preacher designed especialy for the young. The young
man is encouraged to regjoice, letting his heart cheer him. Heistold to walk in the ways of his heart and
inthe Sght of his eyes, yet with the knowledge that God will hold him accountable for al that he does.
So remove sorrow (i.e, rgoice!). But aso put away evil during the flegting years of childhood and
youth (9-10).

OUTLINE

|. THE VALUE OF BENEVOLENCE AND DILIGENCE (11:1-8)

A. AN EXHORTATION TO BENEVOLENCE (1-2)
1. Cast your bread upon the waters, you will find it after many days
2. Give sarvingsto seven, and to eight, for you do not know what evil will come

B. AN EXHORTATION TO DILIGENCE (3-8)
1. Many things (like rain and wind storms) are inevitable (3-4)
a.  We cannot stop the douds full of rain from faling
b. Treeswill liewherever they fdl
c. If we spend our time just watching and not doing, we will not sow and regp
2. There are things we cannot comprehend (5-6)
a. Liketheway of thewind (or spirit)
b. Likethe deveopment of the child in the womb
c. We cannot comprehend God's working; therefore do not restrict your efforts
3. Therewill be days of darkness (7-8)
a. Itisgreat to bedive when oneiswel
1) Thelight issweet
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2) Itispleasant to behold the sun
b. But evenif onelives many joyful days, they should know that evil dayswill come

II. ADVICE TO THE YOUNG (11:9-10)

A. REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (9a)
1. Letyour heart cheer you in the days of your youth
2. Wadk in theways of your heart, and in the sight of your eyes
B. DON'T LOSE SIGHT OF THE JUDGMENT (9b)
1. God will bring you into judgment
2. Youwill answer for dl that you do
C. REMOVE SORROW AND EVIL (10)
1. Remove sorrow from your heart
2. Put away evil from your flesh
3. For childhood and youth are vanity
REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) Why doesthe Preacher encourage you to " cast your bread upon thewaters' ? (1)

3) Why doesthe Preacher counsdl you to " give a serving to seven, and also to eight” ? (2)

4) What isthe point of these two admonitions?

5) What two examples are given of thingsthat are inevitable? (3)

6) What doesthe Preacher caution against? (4)

7) What two examplesillustrate our limited ability to comprehend the ways of God? (5)
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8) How doesthe Preacher encourage diligence and benevolence? (6)

9) Why does he encour age diligence and benevolence? (6)

10) What is described as sweet and pleasant? (7)

11) If oneisblessed to live many joyful years, what should he still bear in mind? (8)

12) What doesthe Preacher encourage the young man to do? (9)

13) Yet what doesthe Preacher also encourage him to remember? (9)

14) So what else the Preacher counsel the young man to do? Why? (10)

The Book Of Ecclesiastes 41



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Ecclesiastes
Chapter Twelve

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1) To consder what further counsd the Preacher offers to the young
2) To note what happens to the spirit when the body dies

3) To hear the Preacher's conclusion after his search for the meaning of life "under the sun’

SUMMARY

The fina chapter begins with a continuation of advice directed to the young. They are told to remember
God in their youth, before difficult days come in which there will be found little pleasure. Such days are
described through a series of illugtrations that depict the feebleness of old age and eventua deeth.

When the inevitable happens, the body will decay back to dugt, and the spirit will return to God who
gaveit (1-7).

The Preacher brings his"sermon” to aclose by restating histheme: "Vanity of vanities, dl isvanity." An
epilogue is added that informs the reader of the work the Preacher continued to do after concluding his
search for the meaning of life. Because of hiswisdom, he still taught the people and sought to set in
order many proverbs. He sought to find acceptable and upright words, words of truth. Such words of
the wise and scholarly are described as goads and well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. Oneisto
be admonished by these words, yet be aware that there is no end to the making of many books, and
much study is wearisome to the flesh (8-12).

Findly, we are told the "grand conclusion” of the whole maiter. The Preacher ends his search for
meaning by concluding that the whole purpose for man's existence isto fear God and keep His
commandments. That is because God will bring into judgment everything we have done (13-14).
OUTLINE

. ADVICE TO THE YOUNG (12:1-7)

A. REMEMBER GOD IN YOUR YOUTH (1-2)
1. Beforethedifficult days come
2. Beforethe years come in which you find little pleasure
3. While the sun, moon, and stars are not darkened
4. Whilethe clouds do not return after therain

B. REFLECT UPON WHAT ISCOMING (3-7)
1. Theday iscoming inwhich:
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The keepers of the house tremble (the arms weaken)
The strong men bow down (the legs become frail)
The grinders cease because they are few (the teeth fal out)
Those that look through the windows grow dim (the eyes lose their Sight)
The doors are shut in the streets (the ears become hard of hearing)
The sound of the grinding is low (the mouth and speech become unintdligible)
When onerises up at the sound of abird (the derly easily awakened)
And dl the daughters of music are brought low (the voice no longer able to sing)
They are draid of height (the fear of fdling)
And of terrorsin the way (no longer feding invincible)
When the dmond tree blossoms (the wakefulness of old age setting in)
The grasshopper is a burden (an old man, bowed like the insect, able to move only with
some difficulty)
m. And desre falls (fleshly desreswane)
n. Man goesto his eterna home, and the mourners go about the streets (death)
2. Remember your Cregator before:
a. Beforethe slver cord (the spina cord) isloosed
b. Thegolden bowl (the skull) is broken
C. The pitcher (the heart) shattered at the fountain
d. Thewhed (the pelvis) broken at the well
-- Figuresdluding to decay of the body
3. Whenfindly:
a. Thebody returnsto the dust
b. The spirit returns to God who gave it
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II. EPILOGUE AND CONCLUSION (12:8-14)

A. THE EPILOGUE (8-12)
1. Thegrand themeredtated: "Vanity of vanities, dl isvanity..."
2. The Preacher's ongoing work (because he was wise)
a. He continued to teach others
b. He pondered and sought to find many proverbs, upright words of truth
3. Thevaue of such words of truth
a. Thewords of the wise are like goads
b. Thewords of the scholars are like wdl-driven nails
-~ Such truth comes from One Shepherd
4. Itisgood to be admonished by such words
a. Though thereisno end to the making of many books
b. Though much study is wearisome to the flesh

B. THE GRAND CONCLUSION (13-14)
1. The concluson of the whole matter
a. Fear God and keep His commandments
b. Thisisman'sdl (the whole duty of man)
2. For God will bring every work into judgment
a. Every secret thing
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b. Whether good or evil

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?

2) What advice doesthe Preacher giveto the young person? (1)

3) What thirteen illustrations are used to depict one growing old and feeble? (3-5)

4) How isdeath depicted at the end of verse 5?

5) What four illustrations are used to depict the decaying of the body? (6)

6) What occursat death asdescribed in verse 7?

7) What istherecurring theme throughout thisbook, asrestated in verse 8?
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8) What did the Preacher continueto do? (9-10)

9) What arethewords of thewise and scholarly like? (11)

10) What did the Preacher encourage his son? (12)

11) Yet what two things should one keep in mind? (12)

12) What does the Preacher offer asthe conclusion to his search for meaning? (13)

13) Why isthis his conclusion? (14)
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The Book Of Ecclesastes
Concluding Thoughts

People have often searched for the meaning of life. From philosopher to the common man they have
asked questionslike: "Why am | here?" or "What is my purpose for life?"

Presuming thereis no God nor life after degth, many have concluded there is no purpose for living, and
fdlen into despair or hedonism. But a search that begins with wrong assumptions invariably leads to
wrong conclusions. If what we seeinthislifeisdl thereis, then truly "vanity of vanities, dl is vanity!"

The Preacher, with his persona experiences and God-given wisdom, has demondirated that, yes, life
from an earthly perspective aone ("life under the sun™) istruly vanity! But he has dso declared that by
fearing God and keeping His commandments one can endure the many vanities and perplexities of life,
al the while enjoying the good things in life that God giveud  As expressaed by the Preacher himsdlf:

"What profit has the worker from that in which helabors? | have seen the
God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied.”

" He has made everything beautiful in itstime. Also He has put eternity in their
hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning
to end.”

"1 know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their
lives, and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all
his labor—it is the gift of God."

Ecclesiastes 3:9-13

May we like the Preacher, then, continue to seek out " acceptable words', " words of truth” (12:10)
that will serve as goads to direct us, and as well-driven nails with which to build our lives.

Especidly those truths from Jesus, who has come and spoken words designed to help us weether the
gormsof lifer

" Therefore whoever hearsthese sayings of Mine, and doesthem, I will liken
him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:"

"and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock."

Matthew 7:24-25

With the help of the Preacher and the Savior, we can find meaning and hope in this vain world in which
welivel
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