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TheHoly Spirit Of God
An Important Subject For Our Study

INTRODUCTION

1. Thislesson begins a series of studies on the Holy Spirit...
a. Onemight ask, " Why such a study?"
b. Isitimportant to spend several lessons deding with this subject done?

2. Anunderstanding and appreciation of the Holy Spirit isindeed important, and the purpose of this
introductory lesson is to make sure we understand why

[The value of studying about the Spirit isto be seen in noticing His prominence in severa aress...]

|. THE PROMINENCE OF THE SPIRIT IN "THE BIBLE"

A. HISMENTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT...
1. TheO.T. mentionsthe Holy Spirit 88 times
2. 23 books inthe O.T. refer to the Holy Spirit
3. Although the actud expresson "Holy Spirit" isused only 3 times- eg., Psa 51:11
4. Other expressions referring to the Spirit are used (e.g., "the Spirit of God") - Gen 1:2

B. HISMENTION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT...

The N.T. mentions the Holy Spirit 264 times

60 or more references in the gospels

Acts has 57 references (which iswhy some cdl it "The Acts Of The Holy Spirit")
The epistles refer to the Holy Spirit 132 times

Only 3 epigtles make no mention of the Spirit (Philemon, 2 & 3 John)

Lo

a s owdN

[To understand much of the Bibleitself, one needs to understand (as much as humanly possble) such a
prominent figure asthe Holy Spirit! Imagine someone saying they understood the story of the Bible,
but did not know much about Abraham! Note aso...]

II. THE PROMINENCE OF THE SPIRIT IN"THE LIFE OF CHRIST"

A. HISINVOLVEMENT IN THE BIRTH OF JESUS...
1. Jesuswas concelved of the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary - Mt 1:20; Lk 1:30-35
2. Vaiousindividuas were filled with the Spirit to make pronouncements about His birth
a. Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist - Lk 1:41-42
b. Zacharias, father of John the Baptist - Lk 1:67-79
c. Simeon, who saw the infant Jesus when presented in the Temple - Lk 2:25-35

B. HISPRESENCE AT THE BAPTISM BY JOHN...
1. Descended in bodily form like adove - Lk 3:21-22
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Even "dighting upon Him" - Mt 3:16

C. HISPRESENCE DURING THE TEMPTATIONSIN THE WILDERNESS...

1.
2.

Jesus was "filled with the Holy Spirit" - Lk 4:1
Hewas "led by the Spirit" into the wilderness- Lk 4:1; Mt 4:1

D. HISPOWER DURING JESUS MINISTRY ...

1.

2.

3.
4.

Jesus returned from His temptations "in the power of the Spirit" to teach in the synagogues

- Lk 4:14-15

He applied Isaiah's prophecy to Himsdf, which said "The Spirit of the LORD isupon Me..."
-Lk 4:16-21

On one occason it is said that Jesus "rgoiced in the Spirit” - Lk 10:21

Jesus claimed to cast out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit - Mt 12:28

[As Chrigtians, can we redly hope to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, without at least an
elementary understanding of the Holy Spirit, so prominent in His earthly life? Consder dso...]

1. THE PROMINENCE OF THE SPIRIT IN"THE CHRISTIAN'SLIFE"

A. HISINVOLVEMENT IN OUR BECOMING CHRISTIANS...

1.
2.
3.

We are convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit - Jn 16:7-8
We are "born again” of the Spirit - Jn 3:5-8
We are "renewed" of the Holy Spirit - Ti 3:4-6

B. HISPRESENCE IN OUR LIVESAS CHRISTIANS...

1.

N U~ LN

We"livein the Spirit" - Ga 5:25a

We are to "wak in the Spirit", producing the "fruit of the Spirit" - Ga 5:25b,16-18,22-23
We mugt set our minds on “the things of the Spirit" - Ro 8:5-6

It is"by the Spirit you put to degth the deeds of the body" - Ro 8:12-13

Only when "led by the Spirit" are we truly the "sons of God" - Ro 8:14

The Holy Spirit "makesintercesson for us' in our prayers - Ro 8:26-27

God drengthens us "with might through His Spirit" in the inner man - Ep 3:16

Thus we can enjoy the "communion (fellowship) of the Spirit" -2 Co 13:14; Ph 2:1

[Future lessons will discuss these things in greeter detail. Sufficeit to say that ance the Holy Spiritisso
involved in our lives as Chrigtians, it behooves us to understand the proper relationship we are to sustain
with the Spirit! Findly, the need to study what the Bible teaches concerning the Spirit is seen when we

consider.. ]

IV. THE PROMINENCE OF THE SPIRIT REGARDING "TRUTH AND ERROR"

A. HEISTHE SOURCE OF GOD'STRUTH...

1.

2.

The O.T. scriptures with their prophecies came through the agency of the Holy Spirit
-2Pel1:20-21; 1 Pe1:10-11

Jesus told His gpostles that the Holy Spirit would teach them "dl things', and guide them
"into dl truth" - Jn 14:25-26; 16:12-13
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3. Thereisno other way to know thetruth of God's Will except by what the Holy Spirit
reveaed to the gpostles- 1 Co 2:10-13

B. HEISTHE SUBJECT OF MUCH ERROR...

1. Much error istaught about the nature of the Holy Spirit
a. Somethink Heis an impersona force expressve of God's power
b. Othersthink Heisredly Jesusin another form

2. Many people misunderstand:
a. Thebaptism of the Holy Spirit
b. Theqgift of the Holy Spirit
c. Thespiritual gifts of the Holy Soirit
d. Theindweling of the Holy Spirit

3. Many dtribute "impressons or "intuitive fedings' to being "led by the Spirit"
a. Ignorant of how the Holy Spirit leads us
b. Attributing to the "Holy Sairit" what is redly the "human soirit”

CONCLUSION

1. It should be evident that our chosen subject isindeed an important one...
a. Asour underganding of the Holy Spirit increases, so will our gppreciation for Him
b. Our next study will consder what is reveded about the per sonality of the Holy Spirit

2. Asimportant as understanding the Holy Spirit might be...
a. Itisnot essentid to have a comprehensive knowledge of the Spirit to become a child of God
b. Any more than undersianding the birth process when we were physicadly born

What is essentid is that we respond to the terms of pardon revealed by the Holy Spirit in the gospd of
Chrigt - cf. Act 2:36-38
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Personality Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

[ —

. The previous lesson introduced this series and stressed the importance of our study

To what was said, | add the following statement:

"There is no subject more important in religion than that of the Holy Spirit. Unless this be properly
understood, alarge portion of the Bible, and especidly the NT, must remain unintelligible. On the
other hand, ajust view of it will do more than a knowledge of any other particular topic to give
harmony, clearness, and consistency to what may be learned to al other matters presented in the
Word of God." - The Office Of The Holy Spirit, Richardson

Despite its importance to understanding the Scriptures as awhole, there is much confusion and
superdtition in the minds of many people about the Holy Spirit

It ismy intention in this series of lessonsto present my understanding of whet the Bible teeches
about the subject

A good gtarting place isto consder who or what the Holy Spirit is...
a. IstheHoly Spirit aperson, one that possesses "persondity”?
b. OristheHoly Spirit amply an "influence”’, or "impersond force" that emanates from God?
1) Members of the Watchtower Society (who call themselves " Jehovah's Witnesses'), would
have us believe such isthe case
2) E.g., "Asfor the'Holy Spirit', the so-called 'third person of the trinity’, we have already seen
that it is, not a person, but God's active force" - The Truth That Leads To Eternal Life

It is my contention, however, that the Bible reveds the Holy Spirit to be...
a. A "persond” being, possessing every trait of what we cal "persondity”
b. Not some"impersond force' that emanates from God

[Consder the following evidence for this view of the Holy Spirit...]

THE HOLY SPIRIT'SWORKSMANIFEST PERSONALITY

A. THEHOLY SPIRIT SPEAKS...
1. He"expredy says' that some will depart fromthefaith-1Ti 4:1
2. The Spirit spoke and gave directions to Philip - Ac 8:29
3. He spoketo Peter and gave him charge concerning the Gentiles - Ac 10:19-20
4. He spoke to the brethren at Antioch concerning Paul and Barnabas - Ac 13:1-4

B. THEHOLY SPIRIT TEACHES...
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1. Hewasto teach the gpostles dl things - Jn 14:26
2. Please note that Jesus conggtently refersto the Holy Spirit as "He", not "it" (implying a
persond being, not an impersond force) - cf. Jn 14:16-17

C. THEHOLY SPIRIT BEARSWITNESS...
1. Hewasto tedtify of Jesus - Jn 15:26-27
2. Jug asthe gpostles (who were "persond beings') would bear witness, so dso the Holy

Spirit

D. THEHOLY SPIRIT GUIDES, HEARS, SPEAKS, TELLS...
1. Hewould carry on and complete the work started by Jesus- Jn 16:12-13
2. Notice again that Jesus congstently refers to the Holy Spirit as"He'

E. THEHOLY SPIRIT FORBIDS...
1. He prevented Paul and his companions from going into certain areas of Asa- Ac 16:6-7
2. ThisHedid by "forbidding” them, and "not permitting” them, despite ther initid efforts

F. THEHOLY SPIRIT INTERCEDES...
1. The"Spirit Himsef (note Paul's use of the persona pronoun) makesintercesson for us'
- R0 8:26
2. Judt as Chrigt "dso makesintercesson for us' - Ro 8:34
[All these works of the Holy Spirit manifest persondity. But thereismore...]

I[I. THEHOLY SPIRIT POSSESSES PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS

A. HEHASA MIND...
1. "themind of the Spirit" - Ro 8:27
2. Thissuggeststhinking on His own

B. HEHASKNOWLEDGE...
1. He"knowsthethingsof God" -1 Co 2:11
2. Jud asthe"spirit of man" (a persond being) knows certain things

C. HE POSSESSES AFFECTION...
1. Paul spesksof "the love of the Spirit" - Ro 15:30
2. When have you known of an "impersond force' that could love?

D. HEHASA WILL...
1. "the same Spirit works al these things, distributing to each one individudly as He wills'
-1Co12:11
2. ltwasthe Holy Spirit Who decided what person received which gift

[Agan, thesearedl| characteristics of abeing possessng intdligence and persondity. Findly,
consder how...]
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[II.THE HOLY SPIRIT SUFFERS PERSONAL SLIGHTSAND INJURIES

A. HE CAN BE GRIEVED...
1. "do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God" - Ep 4:30
2. He can be made sorrowful through our willful neglect

B. HE CAN BE BLASPHEMED...
1. Thatis, to be spoken evil of
2. Asin attributing His deeds to the works of Satan, the "unforgivablean” - Mt 12:31-32

C. HECANBE INSULTED...
1. Onewho has "trampled the Son of God underfoot” has dso "insulted the Spirit of grace”
- He 10:29
2. Thisisdone by Snning "willfully" - He 10: 26

D. HECANBELIED TO...
1. AsAnanias and hiswife Sgpphirawere guilty of doing
2. "..why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit...?7" - Ac 5:3

E. HE CAN BE RESISTED...
1. As Stephen charged the Jewish leaders of doing - Ac 7:51
2. Thisthey did by ressting the message and persecuting the messengers who were inspired by
the Holy Spirit - cf. Ac 7:52-53

CONCLUSION

1. A mereprinciple or influence cannot sustain these dights, only apersonal being; soitisclear...
a. TheBible presents the Holy Spirit as a persond being
b. We should regard the Holy Spirit asa"He", not an "it"!

2. Butisthispersond being dso a supreme beaing?
a. Angesare persond beings, but not supreme beings
b. What doesthe Bible say about the Holy Spirit?
--  Wewill next sudy the deity of the Holy Spirit, and how it relates to the concept of God

3. For now, have you considered your persona relationship to the Holy Spirit...?
a. How He fedsfor you?
b. Wha He has done, and is doing, for you in God's scheme of redemption?
c. How He reactsto your reception or regection of the Word He has reveaed?

4. Might you even be guilty of " ressting the Holy Spirit"...?
a. By ressting the commands of the apostles and prophets?
b. "Who have preached the gospd to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven?- 1 Pe 1:12; cf.
Ac 2:36-38

The Holy Spirit Of God 8



Mark A. Copeland

TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Deity Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. Atthispoint in our sudy, we are Smply trying to understand who or what the Holy Spirit is...
a. Our last study concluded that the Holy Spirit is a per sonal being, and not some impersonal
force or power
b. We noted that His per sonality is manifested by:
1) Hisworks
2) Hischaracterigtics
3) Hisdights and injurieswhich He can suffer

2. But wha ese can we learn from the Scriptures concerning His nature? In this lesson...
a. Weshdl present evidence that illustrates His deity
b. We dshdl try to reconcile the concept of the Holy Spirit as deity with the Biblical teaching
that thereisonly one God
[Let's begin by noting the evidence that...]

|. THEHOLY SPIRIT ISA DIVINE BEING

A. HIS"ATTRIBUTES' REVEAL HISDIVINE NATURE...
1. Heis"omniscient" (knowsdl things) -1 Co 2:10-11
2. Heis"omnipresent" (everywhere) - Psa 139:7-10
3. Heiscdled the "eternd"” Spirit - He 9:14

B. HIS"WORKS"' REVEAL HISDIVINE NATURE...
1. Hewasinvolved in the"creation” of theworld - Gen 1:2; cf. dso Job 33:4
2. Hewasinvolved in the "working of miracles’ - Mt 12:28; Ro 15:19
3. Hewasinvolved in the "redemption” of man-He 9:14
4. Heisinvolved in the "regeneration” of man-Jn 3.5; Ti 3:4-6

[All this supports thinking of the Holy Spirit asdeity. In fact, Peter spoke of the Holy Spirit and God
interchangegbly in Ac 5:3-4,9. Thismakes sense only if the Holy Spirit isindeed God! But if the Holy
Spiritisa personal, divine being...

- Does that mean the Bible teaches a polytheistic concept of God?
- Arethere three Gods, or only one God?
- What relationship does the Holy Spirit maintain with the Father and with Jesus Chrigt?

These questions that have chalenged the minds of men throughout the ages. | don't pretend to st the
issue at rest in one smple lesson. But here are some thoughts on the subject...]
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II. FOUR DIFFERENT CONCEPTS OF GOD

A. TRITHEISM...
1. Thisview holdsthet there are three gods
2. Thais, that the"Father" isagod, the"Son" (Jesus) isagod, and the "Holy Spirit" isagod
- three separate and distinct gods
3. Thisistruly polytheism (abdief in more than one god)
4. Mormons hold to adight variation of thisview, in that they do not limit it to just three gods,
but believe there many more gods

B. ARIANISM...
1. Named after Arius, who lived in Alexandriain the fourth century A.D. and taught this view
2. Accordingto Arius...
a. God the Father existed from eternity
b. Jesus (God the Son) was created in time by the Father
c. TheHoly Spirit isa cregtion of the Son (therefore, a cresture of a creature)
3. Membersof The Watchtower Society (who cdl themsdves " Jehovah's Witnesses') hold
gmilar views, believing that...
a. Jesusisacreated being
b. TheHoaly Spiritisjust an impersona force sent by God to accomplish His purpose

C. SABELLIANISM...
1. Named after Sabellius, who lived in the third century A.D.
2. Thisview holdsthat God isone person...
a. Who has manifested Himsdlf in three different ways or three different modes
b. Not smultaneoudy, but successvely; for example...
1) At one moment God presents Himsdlf as Creator (or Father)
2) At another moment, as Redeemer (or Son)
3) Then agan, as Reveder (or Holy Spirit)
3. Thisview isheld by many modern theologians, and by those who emphasize baptism in the
name of Jesus"only" (United Pentecostal Chur ch)

D. TRINITARIANISM...
1. Thisisthedoctrine of thetrinity
a. Theword trinity comes from the Latin "trinitas’
b. From another Latin word, trinus, which means "threefold"
c. Meaning atriad, or "group of threg', suggesting both unity and diversity
2. Thisview holdsthat God isone God...
a. But that the one God exigs eterndly in three per sons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)
b. That inthisone God thereis both unity and diversity:
1) Theunity conggts, not in the unity of purpose only, but in one common nature, in the
sameness of "Godhood"
2) Thedivergaty isseen in that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinguishable
3. Thedoctrine of the trinity can be stated in three propostions...
a. Firg, Godisone God
b. Second, the Son isfully God and is distinct from God the Father and God the Spirit
The Holy Spirit Of God 10
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1) Thereisnothing in concept of God (dety), no qudity, no attribute, which the Son
does not possess
2) Yet Heisnot the same person as the Father or the Spirit
c. Third, the Spirit isfully God, is distinct from the Father and the Son, and is persona
a) The Spirit isnot acreated being or energy from God, but is deity
b) Heisdifferent in His"person” and "misson” from the Father and the Son
Thisisthe view held by mogt Catholics and Protestants today

[Which of these four viewsis correct? Isthe Holy Spirit...

-agod (Tritheism)?

- acresture or force emanating from God (Arianism)?

- God in just another form, but not in any way digtinct from the Father or Son (Sabellianism)?

- God, but a distinct persondity from the Father and Son who together make up the One True
God (Trinitarianism)?

Not Trithesmfor that is polytheistic, and the Bible teaches "Hear, O Isradl: The Lord our God, the
Lordisone!” (Deu 6:4) Let'sconsder, then...]

[1I.WHAT THE BIBLE REVEALSABOUT GOD

A. THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT ARE DISTINGUISHABLE...

1.
2.

All were present, but in different forms, a Jesus baptism - Mt 3:16-17

In His teaching about the Holy Spirit, Jesus clearly makes a digtinction...

a "l (Jesus) will pray the Father, and He will give you another (note: another, not the
same) Helper (Holy Spirit), that He may abide with you forever.” - Jn 14:16

b. "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My (Jesus) name..."
-Jn 14:26

c. "But when the Helper (Holy Spirit) comes, whom | (Jesus) shdl send to you from the
Father..." - Jn 15:26

A digtinction is made in the command to baptize people in the name "of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit" - Mt 28:19

Paul makes adigtinction in hisbenedictionin 2 Co 13:14

a. "Thegrace of the Lord Jesus Chrig..."

b. "..andtheloveof God..."

c. "..and the communion of the Holy Spirit..."

John refers to "both the Father and the Son" -2Jn 9

a. Notethe use of theword "both”, which implies two

b. How canyou have "both" if they are exactly one and the same thing?

Thisevidence rules out " Sabellianism™ (or the " oneness’ doctrine of the UPC)

B. THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT EACH POSSESSDEITY ...

1.
2.

3.

The Father isclearly God (deity) -1 Co 1:3

The Son isaso God (deity) - cf. Jn 1:1-3,14; Mt 1:21-23; Ro 9:5; Ph 2:5-6; Co 2:9;
1Ti6:14-16; He 1:8-12

TheHoly Spirit aso possesses deity (as noted earlier)

The Holy Spirit Of God
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-- Thisevidence makes" Arianism” untenable (or the view propagated by The

Watchtower Society, i.e., " Jehovah's Witnesses')

C. THE TRINITARIAN VIEW IS SUPPORTED THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE...
1. Suggested by aHebrew name for God (Elohim) used throughout the OT - Gen 1.1

a. Theword "dohim" isplurd in form, not sngular

b. The plurdity of "persondity” in one God isimplied in the plurd pronouns "us' and "our"

inGen 1:26

2. Even the covenant name of God (YHWH, Jehovah or Yahweh), is used at timesto show a

plurdity of "persondities’ in the one God

a. Bear in mind that this name can only be gpplied to the one true God - I sa 42:8; 45:5
b. Yet notice that this nameis used in prophecy to refer to Jesus - sa 40:3 (Mt 3:1-3)
c. Inatleast two passages, when YHWH speaks, He says YHWH sent him!

1) Notice carefully, sa 48:12-16 and Zech 2:8-9

2) Thisindicates aplurdity of persondities (i.e.,, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)!
3. Theonly way | know to betrueto all of the Biblica evidence for the nature of God isto

draw the conclusion suggested by the wordsin Deu 6:4
a Thereisone God - "The LORD (YHWH, or Jehovah)..."

b. Butwithinthis"Godhead" arethree distinct personalities - "...our God (Elohim,

suggesting plurdity of some sort)"

c. Thesethreedigtinct persondities are one in substance, essence, pur pose - "the

LORD (YHWH) isone (in the sense of being united)”
d. Yes, "Jehovah, our Elohim, is united Jehovah"!

CONCLUSION

1. Admittedly, trying to comprehend the nature of God is difficult...
a. Itisliketrying to comprehend the infinite reaches of the universe
b. With our finite minds, both are impossible

2. For those who accept the Bible as ingpired of God, we must...
a. LettheBiblereved the nature of God
1) Accept what it reveds by faith
2) Even when we cannot comprehend it
b. Avoid deveoping a concept of God (and the Holy Spirit)
1) Through humanigtic and rationditic thinking
2) Twigting the Scriptures to fit such concepts

3. | undergand the Bible to reved the Holy Spirit as...
a. A didinct persondity, possessing al the attributes of deity
b. Yet onein essence, substance, and purpose with the Father and the Son
c. A member of whet is cdled the "Godhead"; truly a"mind-boggling" concept!

Thereis something e se that should boggle our minds aswdl: the love God hasfor snnerd - cf. Ro

5:6-11...
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
TheWork Of TheHoly Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. Thusfar we have examined what the Bible reveds about the nature of the Holy Spirit...
a. TheHoaly Spirit isapersond being
b. TheHoly Spiritisadivine being
-- l.e, Heisthethird Person in the Godheed

2. Atthispoint, it may be beneficid to review thework of the Holy Spirit...
a.  Asmanifested throughout the higtory of mankind
b. Asdemondgrated throughout the revelation of God's redemption of man
-- That we might increase our gppreciation for the Holy Spirit

[We begin by noting...]

. THE SPIRIT'SWORK IN CREATION

A. INVOLVED IN THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE...
1. God used the Spirit in the creetion of theworld - Gen 1:2; Psa 104:30
2. God used the Spirit in the creation of the heavens - Job 26:13; Psa 33:6
--  Clearly in conjunction with the work of the Son - cf. Jn 1:1-3; Co 1:16

B. INVOLVED IN THE CREATION OF MAN...
1. Inthe credtion of the first man - Gen 1:26-27
2. Inthe creation of every man (asin the case of Hihu) - Job 33:4

[From the very beginning, the Spirit was a work. Hiswork continued, especidly as God began to
dowly reved His plan of redemption for mankind...]

II. THE SPIRIT'SWORK IN REVELATION

A. INOLD TESTAMENT TIMES...
1. The prophets of old spoke as they were moved by the Spirit - 2 Pe 1:20-21; e.g., 2 Sam
23:2
2. The Spirit wasin them, tedtifying of thingsto come-1 Pe 1:10-11; e.g., |sa 53:4-6

B. INTHE NEW TESTAMENT TIMES...
1. The Spirit was to guide the gpostlesinto dl the truth - Jn 16:12-13; cf. 14:26
2. Thisthe Spiritdid-1 Co 2:10-13; eg., 1 Ti 4:1-3

[Thus the Spirit'srole in the redemption of man included His work of reveding the will of God. In
conjunction with the Spirit's work of revelation, we aso read of...]
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[1I.THE SPIRIT'SWORK IN CONFIRMATION

A. CONFIRMING JESUSASTHE CHRIST...
1. Jesuswas attested by God through the miracles He performed - Ac 2:22
2. The Spirit worked with Christ to confirm Hiswork - Ac 10:38; cf. Mt 12:28; Lk 4:18-21

B. CONFIRMING THE APOSTLESOF CHRIST...
1. Confirming their message, through gifts given by the Spirit - He 2: 3-4
2. Asthey traveled about proclaiming the gospel of God - eg., Ro 15:19

[Asthe Word of God was being revealed and confirmed, it was the Spirit of God at work! But asthe
Word was being preached, the Spirit was adso a work on those who listened with good and honest
hearts...]

IV.THE SPIRIT'SWORK IN REGENERATION

A. ASTHE WORD WAS PREACHED...

1. The Spirit was doing Hiswork of convicting the world - cf. Jn 16:8

2. For example, consider the events on the day of Pentecost
a. The Spirit gave the gpostles utterance - Ac 2:4
b. Peter preached Chrigt to them - Ac 2:22-24,36
c. Peoplein the audience were convicted of their sns- Ac 2:37
d. They were encouraged to repent and be baptized - Ac 2:38-39
e. Thosewillingto do so, did so gladly - Ac 2:40-41

-- Thusthe Spirit convicts the world through His reveded and confirmed Word whenever it is
preached; those with good and honest hearts will bear the proper fruit - cf. Lk 8:15

B. ASTHE WORD WASOBEYED...
1. Those who obeyed the Spirit's Word were baptized - cf. Ac 2:38-41
2. Inther baptiam, they experienced a "washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit' - ¢f. Ti 3:5-7; 1 Co 6:11
--  Thusthey were being born again (regenerated) not of water only, but of water and the Spirit
-cf.In 3.5

[Thiswork of regeneration by the Spirit in response to the preaching of the Word does not end the
work of the Spirit in the life of the Chrigtian. For we dso read in the Bible of...]

V. THE SPIRIT'SWORK IN SANCTIFICATION

A. INOUR INITIAL SANCTIFICATION...
1. Sanctification involves the idea of being "set gpart”, "consecrated”
2. Sanctification began in conjunction with our washing and judtification - 1 Co 6:11
3. Thiswashing, sanctification, and judtification occurred by the Spirit of our God"
--In obedience to the Word of God, we are "sanctified" by the Spirit - cf. 2 Th 2:13
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IN OUR ONGOING SANCTIFICATION...
1. Sancification isan ongoing work - cf. He 2:11; 10:14
a.  Not in the sense of needing redemption - cf. He 10:10
b. Butinthesenseof living holy lives- cf. 1 Th 4:3-4; 5:23
2. The Spirit plays an important role in living holy lives
a.  God strengthens us by His Spirit in our inner man - Ep 3:16; cf. 3:20
b. Itiswithad of the Spirit that we put to deeth the deeds of the body - Ro 8:11-13;
cf.Co3:59
--  Thusthe need to "wak in the Spirit" and be "led by the Spirit" - cf. Ga 5:16-18

CONCLUSION

1. Inthisbrief survey we have seen the work of the Holy Spirit in regards to...

a

b
C.
d.
e

Creation

. Revdation

Confirmation
Regeneration
Sanctification

2. My purpose has not been to provide an exhaustive survey...

a

b.

The Lord willing, future lessons will expand on some of the themes mentioned in this study
My god isto remind oursalves how blessed we are through the Spiritswork in our lives

3. How important is the work of the Spirit...?

a

b.

Our very being (physicd cregtion) is the result of the Spirit's work
Our eternd destiny (spiritua regeneration) is dependent upon the Spirit's work

Sadly, many people resst the work of the Spirit in their lives. This occurs whenever one refusesto
obey the Word of God revedled and confirmed by the Spirit (cf. Ac 7:51-53).

How much better to obey the truth, and be born again by the Spirit working through that "incorruptible
seed", the Word of God! - cf. 1 Pe 1:22-23
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Promise Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous lesson we surveyed the work of the Holy Spirit in regards to...

a. Credtion b. Revdation c. Confirmation
d. Regeneration e. Sanctification

2. ltisevident that the Holy Spirit has been at work throughotit...
a. Thehigory of mankind
b. Theredemption of mankind

3. Of spedid interest isthe working of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Chrigtian...
a. Anaeaof sudy in which many have questions
b. Anareainwhichthereisgreat diversty of views

Mark A. Copeland

[A good place to begin might be the promise of the Holy Spirit. Long before Jesus came, God began

making promises about the Spirit ...]

|. THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT INTHE OLD TESTAMENT

A. THE PROPHECY OF JOEL ...
1. Recordedin Joel 2:28-32 (ca. 800 B.C.)
2. The dements of this prophecy included:
a. The Spirit being poured out on dl flesh - Joel 2:28

b. Sonsand daughters of Israd prophesying , and Isragl's young and old men seeing

visons and dreaming dreams (note “your”) - Joel 2:28

c. God's Spirit being poured out upon His menservants and maidservants (including

Gentiles?) and their prophesying - Joel 2:29

3. This prophecy began to be fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost after the Ascension of Christ

a.  When the Holy Spirit came upon the gpostlesin Jerusdem - Ac 2:1-4

b. Who enabled them to speak in foreign languages - Ac 2:4-13

c. Notethat Peter ties the events of that day with Joe's prophecy - Ac 2:15-21
-- It will be necessary to consider other passages to determine the full extent of the nature of

this outpouring of the Spirit and its ramifications for today

B. THE PROPHECIES OF |SAIAH...
1. Onerecordedin lsa44:3-5 (ca. 750 B.C.)
2. Hements of this prophecy include:
a.  God pouring His Spirit upon Israel's descendants - 1sa 44: 3

b. Connecting the promise of the Spirit with the figur e of water givento hmwho is

thirgty - cf. Jn 7:37-39

3. Another prophecy that might relate to the promise of the Spirit - I sa 32:15-17
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a. Found in a section that appears to have Messianic implications - cf. Isa 32:1
b. Thereault of thispouring of the Spirit: justice, righteousness, and peace - cf. Ro 14:17

C. THE PROPHECIES OF EZEKIEL...

1.
2.

3.

Onerecorded in Ezek 36:26-27

Elements of this prophecy:

a.  God promisesto put His Spirit “within you” (an indwelling)

b. It will cause (enable) oneto walk in His statutes and keep His judgments - cf. Ro
8:11-13; Ep 3:16

Ancther prophecy that might relate to the promise of the Spirit - Ezek 39:29

a. A prophecy that looks beyond the captivity and restoration of |srael

b. Onetha might not have been fulfilled until the coming of the Messiah

D. THE PROPHECY OF ZECHARIAH...

1.
2.

Recorded in Zech 12:10

Elements of this prophecy:

a. The Spirit of grace and supplication to be poured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem

b. Prompting people to look upon Jesus whom they have pierced, and mourn because of
Him - cf. Ac 2:32-37

[Whether the prophecies of Ezekid and Zechariah have reference to a promise that would be fulfilled in
the age of the Messiah may be questionable, but certainly the prophecy of Jod and Isaiah demondrate
that God promised an “outpouring” of the Spirit in aspecid way. We now consder...|

I[I. THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST ...

1.

2.

3.

He spoke of One coming who would “ baptize you with the Holy Spirit” - Mt 3:11; Mk 1:
7-8; Lk 3:16; Jn 1:33

While he himsdf administered a baptism in water, there was One coming who would be the
adminigrator of a baptism with the Holy Spirit

The promise was made to large crowds; only in its fulfillment can we determine its full extent
a. Weknow that it is somehow tied to the events of Pentecost in Ac 2:1-4

b. Becauseof Jesus commentsin Ac 1:4-5

B. THE TEACHING OF JESUSCHRIST ...

1.
2.

The Spirit would be given to those who ask the Heavenly Father - Lk 11:13

The Spirit would be given as"living water" to dl those who thirst and cometo Him in faith,
and drink - Jn 7:37-39

a. Might this“living water” be “the gift of God” Jesus dluded to earlier? - cf. Jn 4:10-14
b. Note again the comparison of the Spirit to water in Isaiah’s prophecy - Isa 44:3

To His agpostles, Jesus promised the “ Spirit of truth” who would...

a. BeaHdper, and abide with them - Jn 14:16-17

b. Bring to their remembrance dl things Jesus taught them - Jn 14:26

c. Bear witness of Chrigt, together with the gpostles - Jn 15:26-27

d. Convict theworld of sin, righteousness, and judgment - Jn 16:7-11
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e. Guidethe gpostles unto al the truth, including things to come - Jn 16:12-13
f.  Glorify Jesus, by taking of what is His and declaring it to them - Jn 16:14
4. Jesustold His gpostlesto wait in Jerusdem until they received the “Promise of the Father”
- Lk 24:49; Ac 1:4-5
a.  Which He dearly connectsto the baptism of the Spirit spoken of by John
b. Inwhich they (the apostles) would receive power, and be eyewitnesses - Ac 1:8

C. THE PREACHING OF PETER...
1. On Pentecogt, Peter ties the outpouring of the Spirit to the prophecy of Joel - Ac 2:14-16
2. Then, inthe course of hissermon, Peter...
a.  Speaksof the outpouring of the Spirit as a promise Jesus received from the Father
- Ac2:33; cf. Ac 1:4-5
b. Offersthe gift of the Spirit to al who repent and are baptized - Ac 2:38
c. Saysthepromiseisto them and others- Ac 2:39
1) What promise does Peter have in mind?
2) What promise would have immediately come to mind to his hearers?
3) Would it not have been the promise he just dluded to?
a) Thepromisereceived by Christ, and now poured out by Christ - Ac 2:33
b) I.e, the Spirit which Jesus Himsdlf promised to bdievers - cf. Jn 7:37-39
c) “That weareright in referring the word promise, in this sentence, to the promise
of the Holy Spirit just made by Peter, is evident from the fact that thisis the only
promise made in the immediate context.” - J. W. McGarvey
d) “For the promise... - Of pardon, and the gift of the Spirit.” - B. W. Johnson
e) “Acts2:39 showsthat the gift of the Holy Spirit isto dl, Jews and Gentiles, who
accept that cdl of God.” - David Lipscomb

CONCLUSION

1. Inthisstudy we have seen the following...

a. Old Testament prophets promised a specid dispensation of the Spirit to come
1) Onethat would include the manifestation of specid gifts
2) Onethat would enable the people of God to keep Hiswill

b. John and Jesus promised a baptism of the Spirit, administered by Jesus

C. Peterinhisfirs gospe sermon...
1) Procdlamsthis promise to be fulfilled with the outpouring of the Spirit - Ac 2:16,33
2) Appearsto offer the Spirit asa gift to al who obey the gospdl - Ac 2:38-39

2. Thisnaurdly raises severd questions...
a. Doesthismean the baptism of the Holy Spirit isfor ustoday?
b. What exactly isthe baptism of the Holy Spirit?
-- Quedtions | shdl atempt to addressin our next study

Inview of the promises made concerning the Spirit, we should not be surprised to read of the work of
the Spirit in the life of the Christian. Of course, the chalenge will be to discern exactly what the Bible
reveds, and not read into the Scriptures any preconceived ideas regarding Hiswork...
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previouslesson, we consdered the promise of the Holy Spirit...
a. By prophetsin the Old Testament, beginning with Joel
b. By John and Jesus as they spoke of the Holy Spirit
c. By Peter in his sermon on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2
1) Dedlaring that the outpouring of the Spirit was a fulfillment of the promise - Ac 2:16
2) Offering the promise of the Spirit to those who repent and are baptized - Ac 2:38-39

2. Asnoted in the conclusion, this naturdly raises afew questions...
a. Doesthismean the baptism of the Holy Spirit isfor ustoday?
b. What exactly isthe baptism of the Holy Spirit?

3. It may be of interest to note...
a. The Scriptures never spesk of the “baptism” of the Holy Spirit
1) Infact, the unity of the Spirit involves only “one baptism” - Ep 4:3-6
2) The*one baptism” can only be thet commanded by Chridt:
a) Of everyoneindl theworld - Mt 28:19; Mk 16:16
b) For theremisson of sins- Ac 2:38; 22:16
c) A baptisminwater - eg., Ac 8:35-38; 10:47-48
d) A washing of regeneration and renewing by the Spirit, in which we are born again of
water and the Spirit - Ti 3:5; Jn 3:5
b. When it comesto any “baptian” involving the Spirit, we find only these phrases
1) “Hewill baptize you with the Holy Spirit” - Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16
2) “Hewho baptizes with the Holy Spirit” - Jn 1:33
3) “You shdl be baptized with the Holy Spirit” - Ac 1:5; 11:16
-- Thisistheentirety of what the Bible says about “ baptizing” involving the Spirit, with
the possible exception of 1 Co 12:13 (see below)

4. Isthisadiginction without a difference? Perhgps, but it may avoid confusion to remember...

a. Thephrase, “baptism of the Holy Spirit,” does not occur in the Bible!

b. On the other hand, phrases connected to the promise of Jesus baptizing with the Spirit include:
1) “I send the Promise of My Father upon you...” - Lk 24:49
2) “1 will pour out of My Spirit on dl flesh...” - Ac 2:17
3) “I will pour out My Spirit” - Ac 2:18
4) “He poured out this...” - Ac 2:33
5) “thegift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out...” - Ac 10:45
6) “...the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly” - Ti 3:5,6

--  Whatever the“baptism” of the Holy Spirit, it isintertwined with the “pouring out” (or
sending) of the Spirit that occurred on the day of Pentecost
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[The difficulty in defining the “baptism” of the Holy Spirit can beillugrated by briefly surveying.. ]

|. COMMON VIEWSOF THE “BAPTISM”

A. AN EVENT THAT OCCURRED BUT A FEW TIMES...

1.

On the day of Pentecost (Ac 2)

a.  And only upon the apostles

b. For the purpose of equipping them for their work

At the converson of Corndlius and his household, the first Gentiles (Ac 10,11)

a. Not for the purpose of saving them

b. But to show Peter and the Jews that Gentiles could now be saved

Some would add athird occurrence

a. Involving Saul a some point (Ac 9)

b. Toequip him for hiswork as an apostle

Others might include what happened in Samaria and Ephesus

a.  When the Samaritans received the Spirit by the laying on of hands (Ac 8)

b. When the Ephesians recaived the Spirit by the laying on of hands (Ac 19)
This view equates the “baptism” of the Spirit with the miraculous manifestations recorded in
the passages cited, indicating an overwhelming measure of the Spirit

Variations of thisview are held by most peoplein churches of Christ today

B. AN EVENT THAT OCCURSAT EVERY CONVERSION...

1.

When a person is saved, they are that moment “baptized” with the Holy Spirit
a. Some put this a the point of faith

1) Appedingtothecaseof Corndiusand hisfamily in Ac 10

2) Yet Peter’s explanation reveals that the Spirit came upon them before they heard

the words by which they could be saved - Ac 11:14-15
3) The purpose was to show Peter and the Jews that Gentiles could now be saved just
asthey were - cf. Ac 10:46-48; 11:16-17; 15:7-9

b. Othersplaceit at the point of water baptism

1) Suggesting we are baptized in both water and Spirit - cf. Jn 3.5

2) Referring dso to the washing of regeneration and renewa by the Spirit - Ti 3:5
The key passage used to support thisideais1 Co 12:13
a. “For by one Spirit we were al baptized into one body” (NKJV)

1) TheKJV and NASB aso read “by one Spirit”

2) The ASV (and NRSV) reads “in one Spirit were we dl baptized”
b. Theissueiswhether Paul refers to water baptism or “ Spirit baptism”

1) TheKJV and NASB suggests water baptism of the Great commission

2) The ASV and NRSV suggests some form of baptism involving the Spirit
C. It may refer to one baptism involving two dements. water and Spirit - ¢f. Jn 3:5
This view holds that no miraculous manifestation need be present when baptized in the Spirit
Variations of thisview are held by many evangelicals (e.g., Geor ge Beasley-
Murray), and somein churchesof Christ (e.g., Robert Milligan, Moses L ard)

C. AN EVENT THAT OCCURSAFTER CONVERSION...

1.

A “second work of grace” that must be sought diligently
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E.g., on Pentecog, believing the Spirit came upon the entire 120 (Ac 1,2)

E.g., the Samaritans, upon whom Peter and John laid hands (Ac 8)

E.g., the Ephesians, upon whom Paul laid hands (Ac 19)

Of course, the case of Corndius runs counter to thisidea (Ac 10,11)

Many understand that speaking in tonguesisasign of this “baptism” of the Spirit
Some even say that it is necessary to be truly saved

This view aso equates the baptism of the Spirit with the miraculous signs that occurred
-- Variations of thisview are held by Wesleyans, M ethodists, and Pentecostals

oo

Awbd

[Aswe seek to understand what is the “baptism” of the Spirit, it is helpful to view it in the context of ...]

. JESUS MINISTRY INVOLVING THE SPIRIT

A. WHICH BEGAN ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST...
1. Jesus poured out the Spirit on “dl flesh” - cf. Ac 2:17,33
a. Thisoutpouring would affect dl mankind
b. Not just beievers, though they would certainly benefit more
2. Hisminigry with the Spirit would have both temporary and age-lasting effects
a. TheSpirit swork in revelation and confirmation of the Word was temporary
b. The Spirit swork in regeneration and sanctification isage-lasting

B. WHEN JESUSPOURED OUT THE SPIRIT...
1. Itwaslikewater going over afdl
a. Asthewater hits the bottom, there isa gresat splash
b. Then the water proceeds downstream
2. Theinitid results of the Spirit’s outpouring made a powerful impact
a.  Aswith the apostles on the day of Pentecost - Ac 2:1-4
b. Aswith the household of Cornelius - Ac 10:44-46
c. The powerful impact produced what is commonly caled the “baptiam” of the Spirit
1) For they were“filled” with the Spirit
2) For the Spirit “fdl” upon them
--  Thus overwhemed or “immersed”, they were “baptized” with the Spirit
3. With the“water” (Spirit) poured out, it continued to cascade like a mighty stream
a. Closeto the source, there were visible evidences of the pouring out
1) Aswith the Samaritans, upon whom the Spirit wasto “fdl” - Ac 8:14-18
2) Aswith the Ephesians, upon whom the Holy came - Ac 19:1-6
-- Inthese two cases, the effects of the Spirit came through the laying on of the
gpostles hands, though the effect was smilar to what occurred in Ac 2, 10
b. Downgream, the evidence of the outpouring may belessvigble, but it is ill present
1) E.g.,theSpirit'srolein our regeneration - Ti 3:5-6
2) E.g., the Spirit'srolein our spiritud growth - Ga 5:22-23

C. EFFECTSOF THE SPIRIT BEING POURED OUT...
1. The Spirit became the Lord's “winnowing fan” - Mt 3:11-12
a  Used to separate the wheet from the chaff
b. For some, He serves only to convict of an, judgment, and righteousness - Jn 16:7-11
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c. For others Heisableto sanctify in service to God - Jn 16:13
-- Inthisway, the Spirit was truly poured out on “dl flesh” - Ac 2:17
2. The Spirit became available to those who obey God - Ac 5:32
a.  Those who repent and are baptized receive the gift of the Spirit - Ac 2:38-39
b. Asthey are baptized into one body, they are made to drink of the Spirit - 1 Co 12:13;
cf. IJn 7:37-39
c. They enjoy the indwdling of the Spirit - 1 Co 6:19-20; Ro 8:9-11
3. Those who received the Spirit were empowered as the Spirit willed - 1 Co 12:11-13
a. For sarvants of God used in therevelation and confirmation of Histruth...
1) The Spirit empowered the apostles, to equip them for their work as
witnesses and gpostles of the Lord - Ac 1:8; 2:1-14; cf. Jn 15:25,26
2) The Spirit imparted spiritud giftsto aid them in thistask - He 2:4; Mk 16:17-20
3) Spiritud gifts were dso imparted by the laying on of the gpostles hands - Ac 8:
14-17; 19:1-6; Ro 1:11
-- Such miraculous effects of the Spirit were temporary, ending once God's revelation
was complete - cf. 1 Co 13:8-13
b. Fordl servants of God, the Spirit worksin their regener ation and sanctification...
1) Sanctifying them through the washing of regeneration - Ti 3:5-7; cf. 1 Co 6:11
a) Asthey respond to the gospel and are baptized
b) Experiencing not just forgiveness, but renewd by the Spirit
2) Serving as God's agert by which He strengthens and blessesthem - Ep 3:16,20
a) Intheongoing work of sanctification, walking in holiness- Ro 8:11-13; 15:13
b) Empowering Chrigtians to whatever degree they require to do Hiswill - cf. Ph
2:11-12; 4:13
--  This sanctifying work of the Spirit continues today, and will until Christ returns
when the work of sanctification is complete- cf. 1 Th 5:23

CONCLUSION

1. The miraculous reception of the Spirit is likely what was aluded to when...

a

b.

John said, “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” - Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16
Jesus said, “You shdl be baptized with the Holy Spirit” - Ac 1:5; 11:16

-- Asvigbly manifested in the case of the gpostles and of the household of Cornelius (perhaps

including those who received the Spirit through the laying on of the gpostles hands)

2. Yet the miraculous reception of the Spirit was not normative, even in Bible times...

a

b.

Which may be why we do not read of the “baptism of the Spirit”
Which may be why Paul said there was “one baptism”, not two - cf. Ep 4:5

-- The*"one baptisn’ is that commanded by Chrigt for everyone - cf. Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15-16

3. But when a person submits to the “one baptism” commanded by Chrigt...

a
b.
c
d

e.

They benefit from the effects of the pouring out of the Spirit on Pentecost - Ac 2:38-39
They experience the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Spirit - Ti 3:5-6

. They are born again of water and the Spirit - Jn 3:5
. They are baptized into one body, and made to drink into one Spirit - 1 Co 12:13; Jn 7:37-39

They enjoy the benefits of the Spirit'sindwelling - 1 Co 6:19; Ro 8:9-13
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-- Theseblessngs of the Spirit’s outpouring may not be as visble as the miraculous reception,
but they arejust asredl!

If you desire to benefit from the promise of the Spirit and the outpouring of the Spirit, then make sure
that you have submitted to the “one baptism” dluded to by Paul when he wrote:

“But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit,”

“whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that
having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.” - Ti 3:4-7

In other words, heed the words of the apostle Peter proclaimed on the day of Pentecost:
Then Peter said to them, “ Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of

the Holy Spirit.”

“For the promiseisto you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as
many asthe Lord our God will call.” - Ac 2:38-39
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Gift Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. Ontheday of Pentecost, Jesus poured out the Spirit of God on dl flesh...
a. Asprophesied by Joel - Ac 2:16-17
b. Asproclamed by Peter - Ac 2:33

2. Inhissermon, Peter offered hope to his guilt-stricken audience...
a. Heoffered remisson of ans
b. He promised the gift of the Holy Spirit
-- Provided they repent, and were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ - Ac 2:37-39

3. What isthe gift of the Holy Spirit?
a. IsthegfttheHoly Spirit Himself?
1) Asin*“thegift of $100"?
2) Inwhich the $100 isthe gift?
b. Isthegift something from the Holy Spirit?
1) Asin*“thegift of John Brown’?
2) Inwhich John Brown isthe giver of the gift?

4. Thegrammaica condruction in English dlows for eéther meaning...
a. TheHoly Spirit isthe gift
b. OrtheHoly Sairit isthe giver of the gift

[Aswe endeavor to discern what is“the gift of the Holy Spirit”, let’s review some of the different
arguments given for both postions. Beginning with...

|. THE GRAMMATICAL ARGUMENTS

A. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIFT...

1.

2.

“gen., receive the Spirit asa gift, Ac 2:38.” - Arndt & Gingrich, Dorea, Greek-English
Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Chrigtian Literature, p.210

“With the epexegetica gen. of the thing given, the Holy Ghogt, Ac 2:38.” - Thayer, Dorea,
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, p.161

“In Ac 2:38, ‘the gift of the Holy Ghodt’, the clause is epexegeticd, the gift being the Holy
Ghogt Himsdlf.” - Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, p.147

“The genitiveis gppostiond, asin v.33 the promise isthe Holy Spirit, so here the gift isthe
Holy Spirit.” - Lenski (The Acts Of The Apostles)

“of the Holy Spirit - this clause is an gppositiond genitive with ‘the gift’ and means ‘the gift,
namey, the Holy Spirit.”” - Kistemaker, Acts, New Testament Commentary, p.110
That the Spirit isthe gift in Ac 2:38 isthe general consensus of Greek scholars
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B. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIVER OF THE GIFT...

1.

The phrase can easily be Objective Genitive instead of an Appositiona Genitive

a. Eg, thegift of John Brown; John Brown isthe giver of the gift

b. E.g,thegift of God; God isthe giver of the gift - Jn 4:10

The meaning must be determined on the basis of doctrind truth rather on grammatica form
- Franklin Puckett, The Holy Spirit, p.14

Thisview questions the doctrinal bias of Greek scholars quoted above

[Thenthere are...]

II. THE CONTEXTUAL ARGUMENTS

A. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIFT...

1.

The immediate context
a.  Jesus spoke of the Spirit to His gpostles as “the Promise of the Father” - Ac 1:4-5
b. Peter spoke of the outpouring of the Spirit as “the promise of the Holy Spirit” - Ac 2:33
c. Having just mentioned the “the gift of the Holy Spirit”, Peter then says “For the promise
istoyou...” - Ac 2:38,39
d. What promiseis Peter referringtoin Ac 2:39?
1) Theimmediate context suggests the promise aready mentioned and just offered asa
oift
2) l.e, the promised Holy Spirit who has been poured out is now available as a gift to
those who obey
The remote context
a. The Spirit isgiven (i.e, agift) to those who obey God - Ac 5:32
b. The same phrase (“the gift of the Holy Spirit”) is used dsawhere when it clearly means
the Holy Spirit Himsdf asthe gift - cf. Ac 10:44-47
That the Spirit isthe gift in Ac 2:38 issupported by both the immediate and remote
context

B. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIVER OF THE GIFT...

1.

2.

The promisein verse 39 pertains to the blessng of savation, the consequent result of the
remisson of ans - Franklin Puckett, The Holy Spirit, p.22
The promise relates to the Abrahamic covenant, fulfilled in and through Chrigt (Gen 12:1-3;
22:18; Ga 3:14-16) - ibid., p.22-26
Thisview interprets Paul’ s phrase “the promise of the Spirit” (Ga 3:14) asthat which the
Spirit promised
a. But Paul may have meant receiving the Spirit was part of the blessing promised to

Abraham’s spiritua descendants
b. Note the immediate context, in which Paul had been talking about receiving the Spirit

- cf. Ga3:2,59,14

[Certainly not as strong, but worthy of consideration are what others have understood in the past. What
might be called...]

[II.THE HISTORICAL ARGUMENTS
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A. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIFT...

1.

2.

o O

“The Holy Ghogt is one of the promises of the New Testament, Ac 2:38-39.” - Barton W.
Stone, Works of Elder B. W. Stone

“The phrase ‘the gift of the Holy Ghost” occurs Ac 2:38, and 10:45, and in both places
must be understood as equivaent to the ‘the Holy Spirit asagift” - T. W. Brents, The
Gogpd Plan Of Salvation

“The gift of the Spirit promised in Ac 2:38 was the Spirit itsdlf” - David Lipscomb, Queries
and Answers

“The expresson means the Holy Spirit asa gift” - J.W. M cGarvey, New Commentary on
Acts of Apostles

“Certainly the gift of the Spirit isthe Spirit itsdlf given.” - Moses Lard, Lard's Quarterly
“The gift of the Holy Spirit is not some definite thing the Holy Spirit gives, but the Holy Spirit
asagift” - R. L. Whitesde, Reflections

“I believe the Holy Spirit is the gift to those who repent and are baptized.” - Ferrdl
Jenkins, The Finger Of God

That the Spirit isthe gift in Ac 2:38 isaview that has been held by many; theseare
but a sampling of those in the Restoration M ovement

B. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIVER OF THE GIFT...

1.

2.

“The*gift of the Holy Spirit’ isjudtification by faith or spiritud savation.” - Franklin
Puckett, The Holy Spirit, p.26

“The gift of the Holy Spirit promised...isthe gift given by the Sairit, not the Holy Spirit
Himsdf.” - Richard E. Black, “What Do Y ou Know About The Holy Spirit?’, edited by
Wendel Winkler, p.201

Thisview hasincreased in popularity in certain circles, though it is compar atively
gill aminority view

[Findly, here are some thoughts as to the doctrina import of this passage. What we might cal...]

IV.THE DOCTRINAL ARGUMENTS

A. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIFT...

1.

2.

Different from the “ gifts’ of the Spirit

a “Wemug disinguish the gift of the Spirit from the gifts of the Spirit. The gift of the Sairit
isthe Spirit himself, bestowed by the Father through the Messiah; the gifts of the Spirit
are those soiritud faculties which the Spirit imparts, “dividing to each one severdly even
ashewill’ (1 Co 12:11).” - F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of Acts, p.77

b. “We need, however, to distinguish between “the gift” of the Holy Spirit and what Paul
cdled “the gifts’ (ta pneumatika, 1 Co 12:1; 14:1) of that sdf-same Spirit. “The gift” is
the Spirit himsdf given to minister the saving benefits of Chrigt’s redemption to the
believer, while “the gifts’ are those spiritua abilities the Spirit gives varioudy to bdievers
‘for the common good’ and sovereignly, ‘just as He determines (1 Co 12:7,11).
Peter’ s promise of the * gift of the Holy Spirit’ isalogica outcome of repentance and
baptism.” - Richard N. L ongenecker, Expostors Bible Commentary, Vol. 9, p.283

Reated to the indwelling of the Spirit
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a. “Sincethegift of the Spirit in Acts 2:38 is promised to dl bdieving penitents who are
baptized into Christ, and since the Spirit dwellsin dl Christians, thisisthe gift of the
Spirit which was promised in Ac 2:38. - James D. Bales, The Holy Spirit And The
Chrigtian, p.13

b. “Thisindweling is not accompanied by miraculous manifestations, but by mord and
goiritud fruit (Ga 5:22-23).” - ibid.

c. Ifthe“gift’ isthe Holy Soirit Himsdf, then it likely refersto the “indweling” of the Spirit
1) A blessing enjoyed by dl Chrisians (cf. 1 Co 6:19; Ro 8:9-11)

2) Which we shdl examine more fully in another sudy

B. FORTHEHOLY SPIRIT ASTHE GIVER OF THE GIFT...

1. Asindicated before, thisview isthat Peter refers to the gift of savation given by the Spirit
(cf. Puckett)

2. Thisview isgenerdly held by those who...
a. Oppose any concept of aliterd, persond indwelling of the Spirit
b. Beievethe Spirit'sindwelling is entirdly mediated, i.e., through the Word only

3. Thisview isgenedly hed by those who...
a. Warn againg the potentia dangers of the opposing view
b. Bedieveit provides astronger case againg certain doctrina errors

4. Yetthesewordsby R. L. Whiteside regarding this view are very sobering: “...much
perverson of Scriptureisindulged in to support sectarian error, and some perverting is
done occasiondly to refute the arguments of errorists.” - Reflections, p. 218

CONCLUSION

1.

What isthe gift of the Holy Spiritin Acts 2:38? 1 am mostly persuaded by ...
a. Theoverwheming consensus of Greek scholars
b. Theimmediate and remate contexts in which the phrase is found

Like many others, | believe “the gift of the Holy Spirit” isthe Spirit Himself...
a. Given to those who become children of God - cf. Ga 4.6
b. A promiserdated to the indwelling of the Spirit - cf. 1 Co 6:19

The Spirit as the gift is an important element of the promise made to Abraham: “in your seed dl the

nations of the earth shal be blessed...” - Gen 22:18

a. A promisefulfilled by Jesus blessing us, in turning us away from our Sns- Ac 3:25-26

b. A promisefulfilled by the work of the Spirit, whom Jesus poured out richly upon usthat we
might be judtified and sanctified - Ti 3:5-7; 1 Co 6:11

Evenif “the gift of the Holy Spirit” in Ac 2:38 refers to something the Spirit gives...
a. Other passages pesk of the Spirit as being given to the Chrigtian - Jn 7:37-39; Ac 5:32
b. Wha awonderful gift, one thet refreshes the Christian like “rivers of living water”!

We shdl learn more of the refreshing benefit of the Spirit in the life of the Chrigtian, when we take alook
a the indwdling of the Spirit...
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Indwelling Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. Severd passages peak of the Spirit given to the Chrigtian...
a.  Jesus promised the Spirit in some way that would be unique - cf. Jn 7:37-39

1) “..Chrigtis spesking here of what is peculiar to his own persond reign and administration.”
- Robert Milligan, Scheme of Redemption, p.283

2) “Hemanifedtly refersin this passage to something which had hitherto been enjoyed by no
one, and which could be enjoyed by none until after that he himsdf was glorified.” - ibid.

3) “This, it would seem, could not have reference to the mediate agency of the Spirit, through
the written word and the ordinary workings of God's providence; for through these media
the Spirit had aways operated on the minds of both Jews and Petriarchs.” - ibid.

4) This promise dso does not have reference to any miraculous manifestation of the Spirit, as
such had been experienced prior to the glorification of Jesus- eg., Lk 1:41,67

b. Peter promised the Spirit to those who repent and are baptized - cf. Ac 2:38-39

1) “Thegift of the Spirit promised in Ac 2:38 was the Spirit itsdf” - David Lipscomb,
Queries and Answers

2) “The expresson meansthe Holy Spirit asagift” - J.W. M cGar vey, New Commentary on
Acts of Apostles

3) “Cetanly the gift of the Spirit isthe Spirit itsdlf given.” - Moses Lard, Lard' s Quarterly

4) “Thegift of the Holy Spirit is not some definite thing the Holy Spirit gives, but the Holy Spirit
asagift” - R. L. Whitesde, Reflections

c. Other passagesto consider are Ac 5:32; Ro 5:5

2. Such promises of the Spirit likely refer to what is called the indwelling of the Spirit...

a. “Sncethegift of the Spirit in Acts 2:38 is promised to dl believing penitents who are baptized
into Chrigt, and since the Spirit dwdlsin al Chridians, thisis the gift of the Spirit which was
promisedin Ac 2:38. - James D. Bales, The Holy Spirit And The Chrigtian, p.13

b. “..thereferenceisto that indweling of the Holy Spirit by which we bring forth the fruits of the
Spirit, and without which we are not of Chrigt.” - J. W. M cGar vey, New Commentary on
Acts of Apostles, p.39 (commenting on Ac 2:38)

c. “If they would repent and be baptized, receiving and cherishing the word of God in their hearts,
this Holy Spirit as the indwelling guest of the church and the Chrigtian would be their portion.”

- David Lipscomb, Queries and Answers, p.222 (commenting on Ac 2:38)

[Whether certain passages (such as Jn 7:37-39; Ac 2:38) specificdly refer to the Spirit' s indwelling
may be debatable. But onething is certain, and thet is...]

|. THE FACT OF THE SPIRIT'SINDWELLING

A. THE SPIRIT DWELLSIN THE CHURCH...
1. Thechurchisthetemple of God, in which the Spirit dwdls-1 Co 3:16
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N

The church is a dwdling place of God in the Spirit - Ep 2:21-22

3. “..God, by means of the Spirit, dwdlsin the spiritua temple, in the hearts of believers. This
temple is composed of ‘living stones (1 Pe 2:5), has a holy priesthood, and spiritua
sacrifices” - B.W. Johnson, People' s New Testament (commenting on Ep 2:22)

4. “Chrigians are builded together in Chrigt, for a habitation, a dwelling place of God on earth.
He dwellsin this holy habitation in the person of the Spirit.” - J.W. Shepherd, A
Commentary on the New Testament Epistles, Val. IV, p.53 (commenting on Ep 2:22)

-- Thusthe Spirit dwellsin the church asawhole, making it possiblefor the church to

be a templein which God may dwell

B. THE SPIRIT DWELLSIN THE CHRISTIAN...

1. Necessary to beonging to Chrig, to receiving life in our mortal bodies- Ro 8:9-11
a. If wedo not have the Spirit, we are not His
b. If we have the Spirit, He will impart life to our morta bodies

2. A reason to flee sexud immordity - 1 Co 6:18-19
a. Thebody isthetemple of the Holy Spirit
b. What issad of the church aswholein 1 Co 3:16, is now said here of our bodies

--  Thusthe Spirit dwelsin each Christian individually, which ought to inspire godly
living

[No Chrigtian disputes the fact of the Spirit’sindwelling. What is often disputed is...]

II. THE NATURE OF THE SPIRIT'SINDWELLING

A. THE ISSUE DEFINED...
1. Isthe Spirit' sindwelling literd, persond?
a. Doesthe Sirit literdly dwell in the Chrigtian?
b. Does He somehow persondly reside in the body of each Chrigtian?
2. Isthe Spirit’sindwdling mediated, through the Word only?
a. Doesthe Spirit figuraively dwell in the Chrigian?
b. DoesHedwdl inthe Chrigian only in the sense that the Word abidesin us?
-- | understand the Spirit to literally and personally dwell in the Christian

B. ARGUMENTSFOR A LITERAL, PERSONAL INDWELLING...
1. Primary support for such aview -1 Co 6:18-19
a. Note the metaphor used by Paul
1) Thebody of the Chrigian isthe “templ€e’ of the Holy Spirit
2) Judt asthe body isatabernacle for our spirit (cf. 2 Co 5:1-4; 2 Pe 1:13-14)
3) Sodsothebody isadwdling place for the Spirit of God
b. Notethe prepositions used by Paul
1) The Spiritis“in” the Chridian
2) The Chrigian has the Spirit “from” God
c. Notetheline of reasoning used by Paul
1) Paul arguesfrom theindicative to theimperative
a) From asatement of fact or condition to acommand to be obeyed
b) Becausethe Spirit dwellsin them (satement of fact), they need to flee sexua
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immorality (command to be obeyed)
c) Paul arguesthat because the Spirit isin them, they need to obey the Word
2) Through the Word only advocates argue from the imper ative to the indicative
a) Thisview arguesthat a Christian must obey the word (imper ative) in order for
the Spirit to indwell (indicative)
b) I1.e., onemug fleefornication (heed the Word) so the Spirit will dwell in them
c) Exactly opposte to the line of reasoning used by Paul!
--  Through use of metaphor, prepositions, line of reasoning, Paul depicts the Spirit as
dweling in the body of the Chridtian
2. Other passagesfor such aview
a.  God has sent the Spirit “into” our hearts- Ga 4:6
1) Note this occurs because we are His sons; i.e., something beyond smply hearing
and obeying the Word of God
2) The €effect isone of producing endearment in our relationship to God - cf. Ro 8:15
b. God strengthens us by “His Spirit in the inner man” - Ep 3:16
1) Godisat work in usaswework out our salvation - Ph 2:12-13; 4:13
2) Oneway He doesthisis by His Spirit in theinner man - Ep 3:16
3) With the Spirit as Hisinstrumenta agent, God is*able to do exceedingly abundantly
above dl that we ask or think, according to the power that worksin us” - Ep
3:20
-- Theplain and smplereading of the Scriptureslead meto believe that the Spirit’s
indwelling isliteral and personal

[I find arguments againgt aliterd, persond indwelling of the Spirit unconvincing, and may address them
in another study. Buit let’s conclude this lesson by reviewing some of...]

1. THE BENEFITSOF THE SPIRIT'SINDWELLING

A. WE ARE SEALED BY THE SPIRIT...
1. We have been “sedled” by the Holy Spirit of promise- Ep 1:13; cf. 2 Co 1:21-22
2. Theword “sed” (Gr. sphragizo) - “mark (with a sed) as ameans of identification...; so that
the mark which denotes ownership aso caries with it the protection of the owner (sse Re
7:3)... Thisforms a basis for understanding the symbolic expresson which spesks of those
who enter the Chrigtian fellowship as being sealed with or by the Holy Spirit” - Arndt &
Gingrich, p.796
3. “Theword “sed” isused in saverd important senses’
a “A sed authenticates a document and proves its genuineness (e.g., notary public sed or
sed of an officid on a document)”
b. “ltisamark of ownership (e.g., sedson ancient jars, brands on animals)”
c. “ltisamark of security (e.g., railroad cars closed and sedled; medicine bottles)”
-- Ferrdl Jenkins, The Finger of God, p.19
4. *ltisour conviction that when a person obeys the gospd heis given the Holy Spirit. Inthis
way God sedls the person.”
a. “Ineffect God says‘ This person belongs to me; let everyore take note.”
b. “The other Sde of the coin isthat the Chrigtian greets this reception of the Spirit asa
guarantee (earnest or pledge) of eternd inheritance.” (see point B, mac)
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-- ibid., p.19
Though not expressly stated, giving us His Spirit may be how God’s* seals’ or
“marks’ usasoneof Hisown - cf. Ga4:6

B. WEHAVE THE SPIRIT ASAN EARNEST ...

1.

The Spirit isgiven asan “earnext” (KJV) of our inheritance - Ep 1:13-14; cf. 2 Co 1:21-22
a Trandated “guaranteg’ (NKJV)

b. Trandated “pledge’ (NASB, NRSV)

Theword “earnest” (Gr. arrabon) - “first instdlment, deposit, down payment, pledge, that
pays a part of the purchase price in advance, and S0 secures alegd clamto the articlein
guestion, or makes a contract vdid...in any case, [arrabon] is a payment which obligates the
contracting party to make further payments.” - Arndt & Gingrich, p.109

Vine points out that the word is closaly connected to the modern Greek word for
engagement ring - Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, Val. Il, p.11

“The Holy Spiritis God's earnest (down payment) to the Christian as assurance of the
complete promised inheritance.”

a. “Thereisno comfort here for the advocate of the impossibility of gpostasy.”

b. “The Chrigtian can ‘grieve the Spirit (Ep 4:30).”

c. “Wecan forfat the down payment and not receive the inheritance.”

-- Ferrdl Jenkins, The Finger of God, p.19

Receiving the Spirit isan indication that we are the children of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ of the inheritance of which the Spirit isan “earnest” - Ro 8:14-17

C. WE ARE STRENGTHENED BY THE SPIRIT...

God gtrengthens us by His Spirit in the inner man - Ep 3:16

It is by the Spirit we are able to put to death the deeds of the body - Ro 8:13

The Spirit hepsin our weaknesses - Ro 8:26a

The Spirit servesas God'sinstrumental agent by which Heimparts strength and
support to the Christian

D. WE ARE LED BY THE SPIRIT...

1.
2.
3.

Necessary if we are to be the sons of God - Ro 8:14

Necessaxy if we are not to fulfill the lust of the flesh - Ga 5:16

Necessary if we are not to fal under condemnation of the law - Ga 5:18
How the Spirit leads, we shall examine more closely in the next lesson

E. WEBEAR THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT...

1.

The fruit of aperson led by the Spirit includes love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-controal - cf. Ga 5:22-23

We can befilled with peace and dl joy in believing, and abound in hope by the power of
the Spirit - Ro 15:13

Producing such fruit is contingent on setting our minds on the things of the Spirit
- R0 8:5-9

CONCLUSION
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1. Exactly how the Spirit indwells the Christian may remain amygery...
a.  Many undergtand the indwelling as literd, with the Spirit persondly abiding in the Chridtian
b. Othersview it asfigurative, the Spirit dwelling through the Word only
-- | used to hold thelatter view; | now lean strongly toward the former

2. Whatever the exact nature of the Spirit’sindwelling, we must be careful to not...
a. Grievethe Spirit, by whom we sedled for the day of redemption
b. Anger the Father, who has given us His Spirit as a pledge of our inheritance
--  Which we can do by continuing in willful sin - cf. He 10:26-31

3. Whatever the exact nature of the Spirit’s indwelling, we must be careful to...
a. Bring glory to God, by producing the fruit of the Spirit
b. Wak after the Spirit, being strengthened by the Spirit
-- Which we can do by being led by the Spirit, aswe set our minds on the things of the
Spirit - Ro 8:5-14

In our next study, we will look more closdly a how the Spirit leads. In the meantime, don’t forget that
the Spirit is given to those who are the sons of God (Ga 4.6).

Have you considered how one becomes a child of God? - cf. Jn 3:5; Ga 3:26-27; Ti 3:5; Mk 16:16
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Leading Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. The Scriptures spesk of the Christian being led by the Holy Spirit...
a. Thoseled by the Spirit are the sons of God - Ro 8:14
b. Thoseled by the Spirit are not under the law - Ga 5:18
-- Soitisimportant that the Christian be led by the Spirit of God

2. How does the Spirit lead the Chrigtian...?
a. Isit by the Word of God only?
b. Isthrough fedings, impressons, visons, dreams, etc.?
--  Thereismuch confusion asto how the Christian isled by the Spirit

3. Conflicting ideas on this subject is one reason for much religious confusion...

a. Many judtify their beliefs and practices saying, “ The Spirit led meto this...”

b. Cathalic, Protestant, Pentecostal, non-Pentecostal, dl claiming to be led by the Spirit

- Yet the Spirit of truth (Jn 16:13) does not lead people into confusion - cf. 1 Co 14:33
[How then does the Spirit lead? Here are some thoughts regarding...]

|. HOW THE SPIRIT LEADSTHE CHRISTIAN

A. THE SPIRIT LEADSBOTH EXTERNALLY AND INTERNALLY...
1. “Theleadingisboth interna and externd. To whatever extent the Holy Spirit by its
indwelling strengthens the human spirit to enable it to control the flesh, to that extent the
leading isinternd; to whatever extent the motives of ‘the law of the Spirit, when brought to
bear on the heart in the New Testament, enlighten and strengthen, and so enable it to keep
the body in subjection, to that extent the leading is external. The leading, then, conssts of
the whole of the influences of every kind exercised by the Holy Spirit on the human spirit,
enabling it to keep the body under. - David Lipscomb and J.W. Shepherd, A
Commentary on the NT Epidtles, Val. I, Romans, p. 149 (commenting on Ro 8:14)

2. “But what kind of "leading" is here meant--an occult, internd, inexplicable leading, or an
externd, explicable one by the truth? Before replying, let us ask, who areled? Certainly
not the unconverted, but Chrigtians. In those led, then, the Holy Spirit dready dwells.
What kind of leading then isit? | answer, both internal and externad. To whatever extent
the Holy Spirit by its indwelling strengthens the human spirit, to enable it to control the flesh,
to that extent theleading isinternal. To whatever extent the motives of the gospe, when
brought to bear on the mind in the written word, enlighten and strengthen it, and so enable it
to keep the body in subjection, to that extent the leading is externd. The leading, then,
consgts of the whole of the influences of every kind, spent by the Holy Spirit on the human
spirit, in enabling it to keep the body under. More definitely than this it would not be wise
to attempt to speak.” - Moses Lard, A Commentary on Romans, p.264 (commenting on
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R0 8:14)

3. “The Spirit leads both externdly and interndly. Externdly, the Spirit supplies the gospel
truth as set forth in the New Testament, and the rules and precepts therein found are for
the ingtruction and guidance of God's children. Interndly, the Spirit aids by ministering
grength and comfort to the disciplesin his effort to conform to the reveded truth and will of
God.” - J.W. McGarvey and Philip Y. Pendleton, Thessalonians, Corinthians, Gdatians
and Romans, p. 361 (commenting on Ro 8:14)

4. *..Chrig mog likely refers here to an influence of the Spirit, over and above that which it
exercises through the word of truth and the ordinary workings of Divine providence; an
influence, by means of which it helps our infirmities (Ro 8.26); strengthens us with might
even into the inner man (Ep 3.16); and enables us to bring forth abundantly in our livesthe
fruits of ‘love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, and
temperance’ (Ga 5.22,23).” - Robert Milligan, The Scheme of Redemption, p.283
(commenting on Jn 7:38-39)

-- Notethedigtinction made between an external and internal influence by which the
Spirit leads, now let’stake a closer look at thisdistinction...

B. THE SPIRIT LEADSEXTERNALLY THROUGH THE WORD...
1. TheWord istheinstrument used by the Spirit to ingtruct and convict...
a. The Spirit was sent to convict theworld - Jn 16:7-11
b. The Spirit guided the gpodtlesinto dl the truth - IJn 16:12-13; cf. Ac 20:27; 2 Pe 1:3
1) What the Spirit revealed, the apostles received and preached - 1 Co 2:9-13
2) What they received, they wrote that we might understand - Ep 3:3-5
3) Thusthe early church continued steadfastly in the gpostles’ doctrine - Ac 2:42
c. ThustheWord isthe “sword” (instrument) used by the Spirit - cf. Ep 6:17
2. Toreds the Word isto resist the Spirit...
a. Aswhen Israd ressted the ingpired word given through prophets - Ac 7:51-53
b. Aswhenweress the inspired word given through apostles - 1 Co 14:36-37
3. When one sets their mind on the things of the Spirit (i.e., His revedled Word)...
a. They will live according to the Spirit - Ro 8:5
b. They will experience life and peace - Ro 8:6
4. When onewaksin the Spirit (by heeding His Word)...
a. They will not fulfill the lugt of the flesh - Ga 5:16
b. They will bethusled by the Spirit - Ga 5:18
c. They will so produce the fruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-25
-- Doyou desreto beled by the Spirit? Then let Him lead you through His Word!

C. THE SPIRIT LEADSINTERNALLY THROUGH HISINDWELLING...

1. By strengthening theinner man...
a Godisat work inthe Chrigian - Ep 3:20
b. Even aswe are working out our own sdvation - Ph 2:12-13; Ph 4:13
c. Theingrument by which God srengthens the Chrigtian is His Spirit in the inner man

-Ep 3:16

d. By Hisindwdling Spirit, we are able to put to death the deeds of the body - Ro 8:13
e. Inthisway the Spirit likewise leads us- Ro 8:14 (cf. Ro 8:11)

2. In conjunction with the Word...
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a. When we make effort to heed the Word, the Spirit ads us

1) Supplying what strength we may need

2) Sothat which is produced may rightly be cdled the “fruit” of the Spirit
b. Toilludrate, consder the development of a Chrigt-like character

1) Peter reminds us of the need for diligence on our part - 2 Pe 1:5-10

2) Paul explainsthese qudlities produced are the “fruit” of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23

-- Doyou desreto beled by the Spirit? Then let Him strengthen you as you obey

HisWord!

[The Spirit leads both externdly (via the Word of God) and internaly (viaHis strengthening). But there
are some misconceptions about the Spirit’ s leading that we should be careful to note...]

II. HOW THE SPIRIT DOESNOT LEAD THE CHRISTIAN

A. THROUGH FEELINGS, INTUITION...
1. Many people bdievether fedings or intutions are “leadings’ of the Spirit
2. Yet the Spirit did not lead people through such subj ective means - cf. Ac 16:6-7
a. If Paul and his companions had been led by their own fedings, they would have gone to
Agaor Bithynia
b. Insomeaudible or visble way, the Spirit forbade them
3. Much rdigious confuson isthe result of falling to note this distinction
a. People gpped to “fedings’ to judtify their beliefs and practices
1) The heart (emotions, fedings) can be a deceptive guide - Pro 28:26; Jer 17:9
2) What may “seem” to beright, may not beright - Pro 14:12; e.g., Ac 26:9
b. Rather than appeding to the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit
1) God is not the author of confuson -1 Co 14:33
2) He has provided an objective standard by which to know the truth- 2 Ti 3:16-17
3) That standard isthe Word of God, not one' sfedings
-- Don't let feelings of the human spirit keep you from following the teachings of the

Holy Spirit!

B. THROUGH VISIONS, DREAMS...

1. Yes Goddid a onetimereved truth through such means
a. Asexemplified in the example we just consdered - Ac 16:9-10
b. Aspart of the Spirit'swork in being poured out - Ac 2:17

2. But thiswas part of the process of reveding and confirming God' s truth
a.  Along with 9gns, wonders, and miracles- cf. He 2:3-4
b.  Which confirmed whether such visons or dreams were from God
c. Which was atemporary process, finished when God's Word was complete - 1 Co

13:8-10

3. Even when such dreams and visons were used by God, tests were provided
a. Such aswhether it wasin harmony with God' s reveded Word - Deu 13:1-5
b. Such aswhether the dream came to pass - Deu 18:20-22

4. The Scriptures warn againgt the danger of being led astray by dreams
a. They can bevanity - Ecc 5.7
b. They bethetools of false prophets - Jer 23:25-32; Zech 10:2
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c. They can bethe product of our imagination - Jer 29:8
-- Wehave God’sWord fully and completely revealed; let it be your guide, and not
the dreamsand visions of othersor your own!

C. THROUGH ENLIGHTENMENT...
1. Inorder tounderstand theWord
a. Many bdieve that they need the Spirit’ s leading to understand the Bible
1) Based upon amisgpplicationof 1 Co 2:14
a) Concluding one cannot understand the Bible without the leading of the Spirit
b) Which leads to much religious confusion, because everyone clams the Spirit led
them to thisinterpretation or that one
2) The context is contrasting the apostles with philosophers
a) Philosophers cannot know God' swill smply by wisdom - 1 Co 1:18-20
b) The gpostles have recaived God' swill by the Spirit - 1 Co 2:6-14
3) The*naturd man” isamply one who does not have the benefit of the Spirit's
revelation, whereas the “ spiritual man” is one like Paul who did!
b. The Spirit has reveded God' swill to us through the apostles and prophets
1) When we read their writings, we can understand! - eg., Ep 3:3-5
2) When we read the apostles, we can know! - eg., 1 Jn 5:13
c. Wedon't need the Spirit’s help to understand what the Spirit Himself revedd
1) Wesmply need to have good and honest hearts - eg., Ac 17:11
2) We can certainly pray that God help us to be free from preconceived idess so asto
be completely opento HisWord - eg., Psa 119:18
-- Let’sthe Spirit'sWord, revealed that we might know and under stand God’ swill
by a smple reading and contemplation of it, be your guide!
2. Inorder tobeled to new truth
a. Many believe the Spirit isleading His church into new truth
1) Based upon amisgpplication of Jn 16:13
a) Bedlievingthe Sairit is4ill guiding usinto new truth
b) Which leads to much religious confusion, as people say the Spirit tdlsthem to
now accept homosexudity, leadership of women in the church, etc.
2) The context isthe work of the Spirit in the lives of the gpostles
a) Jesusis preparing them for their work as gpostles - Jn 16:1-7
b) Together with the Spirit, they would be witnesses - Jn 15:26-27
c) The Spirit would ad them in thistask, reminding them of what Jesus taught,
reveding the rest of what Jesus wanted them to know - Jn 14:25-26; 16:12-13
b. The Spirit led the gpodtlesinto “dl” the truth, just as Jesus said He would
1) Paul had received the “whole’ counsd of God - Ac 20:27
2) Peter had recaived “dl things’ that pertain to life and godliness- 2 Pe 1:3
3) Jude sad thefaith was“once’ (lit., oncefor dl) ddivered to the saints- Ju 3
c. The Spirit fulfilled Hiswork of reveding and confirming the truth
1) Withtheaid of inspired Scriptures, we have what is need to be “complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work” -2 Ti 3:16-17
2) Thosewho claim to be led by the Spirit to new truth, need to back up with the same
sort of 9gns, wonders and miracles the Spirit used to confirm the gpostles!
-- Let the“sword” of the Spirit be your guide, not the pronouncements of human
The Holy Spirit Of God 36




Mark A. Copeland

councils, synods, or individuals who claim to beled by the Spirit, but unableto
proveit!

CONCLUSION

1. Itisawonderful blessng to beled by the Spirit...
a. AsHeguides usthrough His reveded Word
b. AsHedsrengthens usthrough indweling our bodies

2. ltisablessngto know...
a That we have a Guide to direct us aswe live in thisworld
b. That we have aHelper to strengthen us as needed

3. Butthisblessngisonly for those...
a.  Who become the sons of God - Ga 4:6; cf. Ac 2:38; 5:32
b. Who arewilling to sat their minds on the things of the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:5-6
c. Who arewilling to diligently work out their sdvation - cf. Ph 2:12-13

Areyou willing to be led by the Spirit? Then wak in the Spirit by heeding His Word and praying that
the Father strengthen you by His Spirit in the inner man!
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Fruit Of TheHoly Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. During His minigry, Jesus promised the Spirit to those who bdieve on Him - Jn 7:37-39
a. For the bdiever, “out of his heart will flow rivers of living water”
b. Fulfilling Scripture, perhgpstheonein 1sa 58:11
-- Inwhat way does receiving the Spirit produce “rivers of living water”?

2. | believethe answer liesin the “fruit” of the Spirit, that which isborn by one...
a. Who hasrecaved the “gift” of the Spirit
b.  Who benefits from the “indwelling” of the Spirit
c. Whois“led’ by the Spirit
-~ Which when produced, blesses himsdf and those around him

[What is the “fruit” of the Spirit? What should we expect to see in one who has received the Spirit as
promised by Jesus? In Ga 5:22-23 the apostle Paul provides the answer...|

. DEFINING THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

A. A MANIFOLD EXPRESSION OF GRACES...

1. Love - active good will, expressed toward God and man
Joy - gladness, delight, especidly in response to God' s grace
Peace - tranquility, harmony, both with God and our fellow man
L ongsuffering - patience, forbearance, self-restraint in the face of provocation (Vine)
Kindness - sweetness of temper that puts others at ease (Plummer)
Goodness - generosity that reaches beyond just giving what is one' s due
Faithfulness - the virtue of reigbility (Barclay)
Gentleness - ahumble and kind demeanor that helps to calm another’ s anger
Sdlf-control - the virtue of one who masters his desires and appetites (Thayer)

©COoNoT LN

B. REGARDING THE EXPRESSION OF THESE GRACES...

1. Paul definesthisasthe“fruit” (dngular) of the Spirit
a. These graces produce one “fruit”
b. The human spirit may develop some of these graces
c. TheHoaly Spirit produces them all!

2. Paul’slig of gracesislikely not exdusve
a. Other graces produced by the Spirit include righteousness, hope - Ro 14:17; 15:13
b. Other graceslikdly includefaith, virtue, knowledge, per severance, godliness,

brotherly kindness - cf. 2 Pe 1:5-8

[Where the Spirit indwells, strengthening the Chrigtian (cf. Ep 3:16), the “fruit” of the Spirit will be
evident. The gracesthat make up this“fruit” are spiritudly refreshing, like “rivers of water” that nourish
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both one's soul and those around him. How can we ensure that the Spirit produces this “fruit” in our
lives? Again, Paul providesthe answer...]

II. DEVELOPING THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

A. WE MUST WALK IN THE SPIRIT...

1.

Otherwise we will fulfill the lust of the flesh - Ga 5:16-17,25-26

a. Unableto do the things we want, such as produce the fruit of the Spirit

b. Producing instead the works of the flesh, which prevent true love, joy, peace, €etc.

Thiswe do by minding the things of the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:4-6

a. Thosewho live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit, such as
the Word which the Spirit reveds

b. Spiritualy minded, they experience true life and peace

With mindsfocused on the Word of God, living in harmony with what the Spirit

teachesthrough the Word, we will walk in the Spirit

B. WEMUST BELED BY THE SPIRIT...

1.

Only then are we truly the sons of God - cf. Ro 8:14

a. Nolonger edavedto theflesh-Ro 8:12

b. But ableto put to death the deeds of the flesh - Ro 8:13

Led by the Spirit as described in our previous study

a. Externdly through the Word, as He ingtructs and convicts - Jn 16:7-8; Ep 6:17

b. Interndly through the indwelling, as He empowers and blesses - Ep 3:16; Ro 15:13
Lest we overlook the obvious, two tools are essentid to being led by the Spirit:

a. TheWord of God - the Spirit ingtructs and teaches in no other way

b. Prayer - through which we can ask for srength from the Spirit - Ep 3:16,20
Through obedienceto the Word of God and faithful prayer, wewill beled by the
Spirit to produce Hisfruit in our lives

CONCLUSION

1. To the Samaritan woman, Jesus offered what He called “living water” - ¢f. Jn 4:10-14
a. What Hereferred to dso as “the gift of God”
b. Producing in those who drink, “afountain of water springing up into everlagting life’

2. Could Jesus be referring to the gift of the Spirit? Perhaps, for...
a. The Spirit is given to those who obey God - Ac 2:38; 5:32
b. Those who receive the Spirit, “out of his heart will flow rivers of living water” - Jn 7:37-39

3. Cetanly thefigure of “living water” is afitting depiction of the fruit produced by the Spirit in thelife
of the Chridtian...
a. Producing gracestha spiritudly refresh the Chrigtian and those around him
b. Producing graces that certainly prepare the Chrigtian for life everlagting

May we be diligent to so wak in the Spirit, and be led by the Spirit, that the fruit of the Spiritis
produced in our lives...!
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The Gifts Of The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. Inpreviouslessons we made frequent reference to the “gift” of the Spirit...

a
b.
C.

Promised to al who repent and are baptized - Ac 2:38-39
Referring to the gift of the Spirit Himsdf - cf. Jn 7:39; Ac 5:32; Ga 4:6
Pertaining to the indwelling of the Spirit in the church and in the Chridian - 1 Co 3:16; 6:19

2. TheBible aso spesks of the “gifts’ of the Spirit, which is not the same as the “gift” of the Spirit...

a

“We mus digtinguish the gift of the Spirit from the gifts of the Spirit. The gift of the Spirit isthe
Spirit himsdf, bestowed by the Father through the Messiah; the gifts of the Spirit are those
gpiritud faculties which the Spirit imparts, “dividing to each one severdly even ashewill’ (1 Co
12:11).” - F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of Acts, p.77

“We need, however, to distinguish between ‘the gift’ of the Holy Spirit and what Paul cdled
‘the gifts (tapneumatika, 1 Co 12:1; 14:1) of that sdf-same Spirit. ‘The gift’ isthe Spirit
himsdlf given to minigter the saving benefits of Christ’s redemption to the believer, while ‘the
gifts are those spiritua abilities the Spirit gives varioudy to believers ‘for the common good
and sovereignly, ‘just as He determines (1 Co 12:7,11). Peter’s promise of the * gift of the
Holy Spirit’ isalogica outcome of repentance and baptism.” - Richard N. L ongenecker,
Expositors Bible Commentary, Val. 9, p.283

3. Inthissudy, we shdl focus our atention on the “gifts’ of the Spirit...

a

b.
C.
d.

What were the gifts?

How did people recelve the gifts?
What was the purpose of the gifts?
How long were the giftsto last?

[By reading 1 Co 12:8-11, we can begin to answer the first question...]

. WHAT WERE THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS?

A.

DESCRIBED BY PAUL...

1. “word of wisdom” - ability to speak new revelations of divine wisdom, cf. 1 Co 2:6-10
“word of knowledge” - ability to spesk truths aready reveded, eg., 1 Co 14:6
“faith” - not saving faith, but faith to perform miracles, cf. 1 Co 13:2; Mk 11:23
“gifts of healing” - ability to hed dl kinds of sickness, cf. Mt 10:1

“the working of miracles’ - miracles of extraordinary power, eg., Ac 19:11
“prophecy” - in this context, ingpired disclosure of the future, eg., Ac 11:27-28; 21:11
“discerning of spirits’ - ability to tell whether another spesks from the Spirit, or from
some other source, ether human or demonic, cf. 1 Co 14:29; 1 Ti 4:1; 1Jn 4:1
“Kkinds of tongues’ - ahility to spesk in various languages, eg., Ac 2:4-11; 1 Co 14:18
“inter pretation of tongues’ - ability to interpret languages, eg., 1 Co 14:27

Noahs~wWDD
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There may be overlapping in these gifts; | have listed the descriptions given by
Jamieson, Faussett, and Brown in ther commentary

B. DELINEATED BY PAUL...

1.

These giftsare caled “spiritud” (Grk., pneumatikos) - 1 Co 12:1; 14:1

a. Implying that which is of the Spirit, and not natural

b. They dl come from the same Spirit -1 Co 12:11

They were “manifestations’ of the Spirit - 1 Co 12:7

a. Manifest - congpicuous, plain; that which illustrates, or makes anything seen or known
(Barnes)

b. These“gsiritud” gifts were visble and audible evidences of the Spirit' s influence

c. Perhgpsin contrast to other “gifts’ which were not as noticesble, but expressons of
God s gracious “ gifts’ nonethdess - ¢f. Ro 12:3-8; 1 Pe 4:10-11

Not dl Chrigtians had these “ spiritud” gifts, Some may have had no such gift a al

a. E.g., notdl could spesk intongues- 1 Co 12:28-30

b. Some were even “ungifted” (NASB) - 1 Co 14:16,23-24 (“uninformed”, NKJV)

Possession of these “spiritud” gifts did not ensure spiritud maturity

a. Thebrethren a Corinth came short in no gift - 1 Co 1:4-7

b. Yet they were noted for being “carnd” and “babes’ - 1 Co 3:1-4

These “spiritud” gifts could be abused, but aso controlled

a. Used for persond benefit, contrary to their purpose (see below) -1 Co 14:1-5

b. Used improperly, to the shame of the congregation - 1 Co 14:23

c. Used properly, to the edification of dl - 1 Co 14:26-32

Note: In thislesson we aretalking about the “ spiritual” gifts, those giftsthat were

a miraculous manifestation of the Spirit

[The next question we shdl examineis.. ]

II. HOW DID PEOPLE RECEIVE THE GIFTS?

A. FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT HIMSELF...

1.
2.
3.

The Holy Spirit digtributed the gifts to each one as He determined - 1 Co 12:11
Those with certain roles likely received more gifts, eg., the gpostles - cf. 1 Co 14:18
On specid occasions, the Spirit came upon individuas and imparted gifts directly

a. E.g, the gpostles, at Pentecost - cf. Ac 2:1-4

b. E.g., thehousehold of Corndlius, the first Gentiles - cf. Ac 10:44-46

B. THROUGH THE LAYING ON OF HANDS...

1.

2.

Definitely through the laying on of the gpostles hands

a E.g, the Samaritans- cf. Ac 8:14-19

b. E.g.,the Ephesans- cf. Ac19:6

c. Eg,theRomans-cf. Ro1:11

Possbly through the laying on of hands by others

a. Paul may have recaived the Spirit (along with the gifts) with the laying on of hands by
Ananias- cf. Ac9:17

b. Timothy may have received a gift by the laying on of hands of eders- cf. 1 Ti 4:14
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1) Though the Greek “with” implies that the presbyter’ s laying on hands was the mere
accompaniment of the conferring of the gift (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
2) And“by” (in 2 Ti 1:6) impliesthat Paul’ slaying on his hands was the actud
indrument of its being conferred (ibid.)
--  Though the Spirit (in this miraculous manifestation) wasimparted by the laying on
of hands, it was the Spirit who determined what gifts onereceived

C. ADDITIONAL GIFTSMAY HAVE BEEN RECEIVED THROUGH PRAYER...
1. Paul ingtructed someto pray that they might receive agift - cf. 1 Co 14:13
2. Those who dready had the gift of tongues could pray to receive the gift of interpreting
tongues- cf. 1 Co 12:10
3. Could those who had not already received a gift pray for one?

[ The Scriptures do not go into detail asto how people received the gifts. The reason for such ambiguity
may have been their tempora nature. Before we consider how long giftswereto lagt, let’s consder the

question...]

[.WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE GIFTS?

A. TO REVEAL AND CONFIRM...

1. Toreved God swill and confirm thet it was Hiswill - cf. Mk 16:17-20; He 2:3-4
a. Some giftsreveded God swill (e.g., prophecy)
b. Other gifts confirmed God swill (e.g., tongues, miracles)

2. Giftswere of little vaue unless truth was being reveded - 1 Co 14:6
a.  Which iswhy prophesy was vaued more highly than tongues-1 Co 14:5
b. Especidly when tongues were spoken without interpreters- 1 Co 14:9-11

-- Spiritual giftswere an indication the process of revelation was not yet complete

B. FOR THE PROFIT OF ALL...
1. Thegiftsof the Spirit were given “for the profit of dl” - 1 Co 12:7
a. Not for persond or sdlfish reasons
b. But for the purpose of benefiting others
2. Thusthe purpose of these miraculous gifts were to:
a. Toingruct and edify the church - cf. 1 Co 14:3-4
b. To convince unbelievers, eq., speaking in tongues- 1 Co 14:22; Ac 2:4-11
--  Spiritual gifts were designed to blessthe whole church, not individuals

[Keeping in mind the purpose of spiritud giftswill help usto answer our next question...]

IV.HOW LONG WERE THE GIFTSTO LAST?

A. SPIRITUAL GIFTSWERE TO CEASE...
1. Prophecies wereto done avay (NASB) - 1 Co 13:8a
2. Tongueswould cease-1 Co 13:8b
3. Knowledge (cf. 1 Co 12:8) will be done avay (NASB) - 1 Co 13:8c
-- Thethree gifts, prophecy, tongues, and knowledge evidently stand for the whole
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group of spiritual gifts (Ferrell Jenking)

B. WHEN THAT WHICH ISPERFECT HAS COME...
1. What does “that which is perfect” refer to? - cf. 1 Co 13:9-10
a Somesay Chrig, dluding to the time of His return
b. Otherssay heaven, dluding to the same time period
2. Theoverdl context suggests differently; note carefully...
a. Thecontrast between partial knowledge, and that which is perfect - 1 Co 13:
9-10
1) “perfect” (tdeos) means*brought to its end, finished; wanting nothing necessary to
completeness; perfect...” (Thayer)
2) There appearsto be a contrast:
a) Between the patid knowledge at the time it was being reveded through
soiritud gifts
b) And the time when such knowledge would be completely reveded (i.e., when
God s revelation was find)
b. Thecontrast in thetwoillustrationsused by Paul - 1 Co 13:11-12
1) Thefirst showing acontrast between infancy and maturity
a) Spiritud gifts served during the infancy (beginning) of the church
b) Oncether purpose (to reved and confirm) was complete, things necessary to
the beginning of the church were to be done avay
2) The second showing a contrast between avague image and aclear image
a) During the period when knowledge of God' s will was not yet complete, it was
like looking at adim mirror
b) Once God' sword was completely reveded, it would be like seeing onesdlf
much more clearly
c. Thecontrast with what would remain - 1 Co 13:13
1) While prophecies, tongues, and knowledge would cease...faith, love, and hope
would “abide’ (Grk., meno, “remain, dwell, continue, tarry, endure’)
2) Tosay Chrig or heaven is*“tha which is perfect” makes Paul’ s point meaningless
a) For therewill be atime when spiritud gifts have ceased, while faith, love, and
hope remain
b) Yet when Chrigt or heaven comes, faith and hope will be no more!
1] Wewill no longer walk by faith, but by sght! - ¢f. 2 Co 5:7
2] Wewill no longer hope for what is unseen! - cf. Ro 8:24-25
3) Butif “that whichis perfect” refersto completed revelation...
a) Thenfath, hope, and love, will continue until Chrigt returns
b) Even though spiritud gifts have been done avay with
--  Spiritual gifts, so important to the beginning and establishment of the Lord’'s
church, ceased oncetheir purpose (to reveal and confirm God’sWord) was
completed

CONCLUSION

1. Spiritud gifts were important to the beginning of the church, the means by which the Lord...
a. Borewitnessto His Word and His apostles- Mk 16:19-20; He 2:3-4
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b. Provided afull and find revdation of HisWill -2Pe 1:3; Ju 3; 2 Ti 3:16-17

2. Yet spiritud gifts, the miraculous manifestations of the Spirit, were Smply ameansto an end...
a. To produce the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit - Ep 6:17
b. Whichinturn producesthe “fruit” of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23; Ro 8:5-6

3. Moreimportant than tongues, prophecy, knowledge, or any other spiritud gift...
a. Arethequdlitiesof love, joy, peace, hope, etc., in the life of the Chrigtian
b. l.e,the“fruit’ of the Spirit in our life is more important than the “gifts’ of the Spirit!

Spiritud gifts may have ceased, but the fruit of the Spirit can be born whenever oneiswilling to let “the
perfect law of liberty” (i.e., the Word of God) transform their life! - cf. Ja 1:21-25
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
The SinsAgainst The Holy Spirit

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen where the Holy Spirit is certainly active in God' s scheme of redemption...
a. Reveding and confirming the Word of Truth-He 2:3-4

Convicting hearts of sin through the Word - Jn 16:7

Regenerating those who respond to the gospd - Jn 3.5

Indwelling those who obey the gospd - Ac 2:38; 1 Co 6:19

Leading those who walk in the Spirit - Ga 5:16-18,25

Producing the fruit of the Spirit in those so led - Ga 5:22-23

Strengthening those seeking to please God - Ep 3:16

Serving as ased, marking Christians as God’ sown - Ep 1:13

Serving as an earnest (guarantee) of our inheritance - Ep 1:14
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2. Because of the Spirit’s activity, it is possble for usto sin againg the Spirit...
a. Wecanress the Spirit - Ac 7:51
b. We can quench the Spirit-1 Th 5:19
c. Wecan grieve the Spirit - Ep 4:30
d. Wecaninsult the Spirit - He 10:29
e. We can blaspheme the Spirit - Mt 12:31-32

[Lest we be guilty of Snning againg the Spirit, let’s examine how such snsare possible...]

|. RESISTING THE SPIRIT

A. THE WARNING...
1. Stephen condemned his listeners for ressting the Spirit - Ac 7:51
2. How did they do this? By persecuting (i.e., ressting) the prophets - Ac 7:52
a. Who foretold the coming of Christ
b. Inwhom the Spirit of Christ wasworking - cf. 1 Pe 1:10-11
-- Resisting the Spirit-led prophetsresulted in their resisting the Spirit!

B. THE APPLICATION...
1. Thesame Spirit led the gpostles of Christ to preach the gospd- cf. 1 Pe 1:12; Ro 15:19
2. We canresist the apostles today
a. By refusing to obey their word - cf. 1 Co 14:37
b. By refusing to abide in their doctrine - cf. Ac 2:42
-- Arewequilty of resisting the Spirit, by resisting the wor ds of the apostles?

[Certainly those who refuse to obey the gospd are guilty of ressting the Spirit, but even those who are
Chrigtians can be guilty. Chrigtians can dso be guilty of...]
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. QUENCHING THE SPIRIT

A. THE WARNING...
1. Written to the church a Thessalonica- 1 Th 5:19
2. How could they become guilty of this?
a. To quench meansto extinguish, suppress, difle
b. Towhatever extent the Spirit was a work, they were not to suppressit
3. Two examples...
a. The Thessaonians were not to despise prophecies- cf. 1 Th 5:20 (“Do not despise the
words of the prophets’ NRSV)
b. Timothy was encouraged not to neglect hisgift-1 Ti 4:14; 2 Ti 1.6
-- Suppressing (or neglecting) the Spirit’swork is quenching the Spirit!

B. THE APPLICATION...
1. The Spiritisat work in our lives today
a. Teaching and guiding us through Hisreveded word - cf. Ep 6:17
b. Srrengthening us through Hisindwelling - cf. Ep 3:16,20
c. Producing the fruit of the Spirit aswe are so led - cf. Ga 5:22-23
2. But we neglect or difle the Spirit' s effort...
a. When wefall to read and heed the Word of God
b. Whenwefall to pray, asking for strength
c. When wefail to produce the fruit of the Spirit
-- Arewe guilty of quenching the Spirit, through our own neglect?

[Another Sn againgt the Spirit that Paul warned Chrigtians about is...]

[1.GRIEVING THE SPIRIT

A. THE WARNING...
1. Written to the Ephesians - Ep 4:30
2. What doesit meanto grieve?
a. Tomake sorrowful, to affect with sadness
b. Tooffend
3. How could they grieve the Spirit?
a. By corrupt speech - cf. Ep 4:29
b. By hitterness, anger, evil spesking - cf. Ep 4:31
-- When Chrigtians sin, they grieve the Spirit who indwellsthem!

B. THE APPLICATION...

1. The Spirit desiresto produce good fruit in Christians...
a. Thefruit of graceful wordsthat lift up others- cf. Ep 4:29
b. Thefruit of graceful conduct that bless those around us - cf. Ep 4:28,32

2. But we make the Spirit sorrowful every time...
a.  Unwholesome words proceed from our mouths
b. We engage in conduct unbecoming those who have been seded (marked) for the day of

redemption!
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-- Arewe guilty of grieving by our speech or conduct the Spirit who indwells us?

[Asbad asit isfor Chrigians to quench the Spirit (through neglect) or grieve the Spirit (through
disobedience), it can get worse! We can even be guilty of...]

IV.INSULTING THE SPIRIT

A. THE WARNING...

1. Written to the Hebrews - He 10:29

2. Wha doesit mean to insult the Spirit of grace?
a KJV, ASV, “despite the Spirit of grace’
b. NRSV, “outraged the Spirit of grace’

3. The context pertainsto willful an - cf. He 10:26-31
a. Persgent sn with full knowledge and no desire to repent
b. Conduct that tramples Chrigt underfoot, and regards His blood a common thing
c. For which remains afearful and fiery judgment

-- Chrigtians can become so hardened by sin that they insult the Spirit through
outrageous conduct!

B. THE APPLICATION...
1. We need to be aware of the danger of apostasy - He 3:12-14
a.  We can become hardened by the deceaitfulness of Sin
b. We can thereby depart from the living God
c. Wemus hold the beginning of our confidence (faith) Seadfadt till the end - cf. Re 2:10
2. We become guilty of insulting the Spirit...
a. Whenwe snwillfully, with full knowledge of our Sn
b. When we have no desireto repent - cf. He 6:4-8
-- Sinning through ignorance or weakness grievesthe Spirit, but sinning willfully
insultsthe Spirit!

[Finaly, we note that Jesus warned about...]

V. BLASPHEMING THE SPIRIT

A. THE WARNING...
1. Jesustold the Pharisees of the unforgivable sin - Mt 12:31-32
a. Hehad just hedled a demon-possessed man - Mt 12:22-23
The Pharisees attributed His power to Bedlzebub (Satan) - Mt 12:24
He illugtrates the absurdity of their charge - Mt 12:25-28
He explains the implication and necessity of casting out demons by the Spirit of God
1) Thekingdom (rule or reign, power) of God has come- Mt 12:28
2) For such to be complete, the strong man (Satan) must be bound - Mt 12:29
3) This Jesus ultimately accomplished through His death and resurrection - cf. Jn 12:
31-33; R0 14:9; Co 2:15; He 2:14-15; Re 1:18
2. What isthe blasphemy of the Holy Spirit?
a Itisattributing Jesus power to an unclean spirit - ¢f. Mk 3:28-30
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b. Itisascribing the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan (B.W. Johnson)
3. Why isthissn unforgivable? When one concludes that Jesus' power was of the devil...
a. He has rgected the evidence which produces faith in Jesus
b. He hasrgected the efforts by God to save thosein sin
--  When oneiswilling to believe that Jesuswasin league with the devil, saving faith
isnot possiblel!

B. THE APPLICATION...

1. Wemus be careful not to rgect the testimony of the Spirit
a. Heisthe means by which God bore witness to Jesus - ¢f. Ac 10:38
b. Otherwise we can neglect that “great sdvation” - cf. He 2:3-4

2. If wergect the testimony of the Holy Spirit...
a.  Wergect heaven'slast effort to save man (Ferrel Jenkins, The Finger Of God, p.45)
b. Wergect the evidence which convicts of sin (ibid.)

-- The consequences of rgecting the Spirit’stestimony are serious, depriving one of
the forgivenessfound only in Christ!

CONCLUSION

1. Sinsagang the Holy Spirit can lead progressively into gpostasy ...
a. Redding the Spirit can lead to quenching the Spirit
b. Quenching the Spirit can lead to grieving the Spirit
c. Grieving the Spirit can lead to insulting the Spirit
d. Insulting the Spirit can lead to blagpheming the Spirit
e. Blaspheming the Spirit leads to a condition where forgivenessis not possible

2. Notethe sad condition of thosein full-blown apostasy - cf. He 6:4-6

a. This passage describes those who at one time:
1) Wereenlightened
2) Taged the heavenly gift
3) Become partakers of the Holy Spirit
4) Tasted the good word of God
5) Tasted the powers of the age to come

b. Yetthey had fdlen to the point:
1) Whereit wasimpaossble to renew them to repentance
2) Wherethey were crucifying again the Son of God, putting Him to open shame

How to prevent such a sad end? Make sure that we are not guilty of “ The Sins Against The Holy
Spirit”!
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TheHoly Spirit Of God
Summary: TheHoly Spirit, Then And Now

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthisstudy we have discussed various aspects of the Holy Spirit...

a. Why such agtudy isimportant 0. Thegift of the Holy Spirit

b. The persondity of the Holy Spirit h. Theindweling of the Holy Spirit
c. Thedety of the Holy Spirit i. Theleading of the Holy Spirit

d. Thework of the Holy Spirit j.  Thefruit of the Holy Spirit

e. Thepromise of the Holy Spirit k. Thegiftsof the Holy Spirit

f.  Thebaptism of the Holy Spirit I.  Thednsagang the Holy Spirit

2. TheHoaly Spirit is certainly a chalenging subject of study...
a. Which may explain the diversity of views that people have
b. Which ought to encourage a sense of caution and humility

3. Yetitisamuch needed study, for many people...
a. Clam the Holy Spirit leads them in thisway or that way
b. Basether fath upon what they beieve the Spirit tells them
--  But when such people come up with contradictory beliefs, something iswrong!

4. Pat of the difficulty may be afailure to distinguish between the work of the Spirit...
a. Hiswork that was temporary, unique to the beginning of the church
b. Hiswork that is age-lasting, continuing until Christ comes again
[Inthisfind lesson, | wish to offer asummary with afocus on illudtrating this distinction....]

|. THEHOLY SPIRIT THEN

A. THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT...
1. Promised by God (via Jod) - Joel 2:28-29
2. Promised by John the Baptist - Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16
3. Promisad by Jesus Himself - Ac 1:4-5
- Thefulfillment of the promise occurs on Pentecost - Ac 2:1-22,32-33

B. THEWORK OF THE SPIRIT...
1. Asdefined by John the Baptist - Mt 3:11-12
a. Tosarveasawinnowing fan in the hand of the Lord
b. Separating the wheat from the chaff, gathering the whest into the barn
2. Asdefined by Jesus to His apostles
a. Toguidetheminto dl thetruth - Jn 16:12-13
1) By teaching them dl things- Jn 14:26a
2) By reminding them what Jesus told them - Jn 14:26b
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3) By bearing witness together with the apostles - Jn 15:26-27

-- Thisthe Spirit did through sgns and wonder s, confirming the Word - Mk
16:17-20;, He 2:3-4

To convict theworld - Jn 16:7-11

1) Ofdn-Jn16:9

2) Of righteousness - Jn 16:10

3) Of judgment - Jn 16:11

-- Thisthe Spirit did through the preaching of the gospd - eg., Ac 24:24-25

C. THE BLESSINGS OF THE SPIRIT..
1. Thegift of the Spirit

a
b.

Promised to all who obey - Ac 2:38; 5:32
More on this and related blessngs in the next section

2. Thegifts of the Spirit

a
b.

Miraculous manifestations of the Spirit -1 Co 12:1,4-11
Imparted by the laying on of the gpostles hands - eg., Ac 8:14-18; 19:1-7; Ro 1:11;
2Ti 1.6

Enjoyed by some, but not all

1) Not dl could heal, speak intongues - cf. 1 Co 12:29-30
2) Some were “ungifted” (NASB) - cf. 1 Co 14:16,23

For the benefit of dl, not just the possessors of the gifts

1) Toreved thetruth - cf. 1 Co 14:6

2) To confirm thetruth - cf. 1 Co 14:22

Temporary in their duration

1) To cease when knowledge iscomplete- 1 Co 13:8-12
2) Whilefaith, hope and love will remain-1 Co 13:13

3. Theanointing of the Spirit

a

b.

C.

Spoken of by Paul in2 Co 1:21

Also by Johnin 1 Jn 2:20,27

1) Enabling oneto know dl things

2) Not needing to be taught by anyone

Likely referring to those who possessed the gifts of the Spirit

-- Many of these blessingswererelated to the process of revealing God’sWord

[The promise, work, and blessings of the Holy Spirit had an amazing and miraculous beginning. While
some of this proved temporary, much appears to be age-lasting, continuing until Christ returns. Our
focus now turns toward that which should be of specid interest to ustoday...]

I[I. THEHOLY SPIRIT NOW

A. THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT...
1. Promised by Jesus-Jn 7:37-39
a Todl whobdievein Him

b.

A specid dispensation of the Spirit, unlike any before; therefore different from...
1) Themiraculous workings of the Spirit
2) Thenormd influences through the Word
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2. Promised by Peter - Ac 2:38-39; 5:32
a. Toal who repent and are baptized
b. To those who obey God

-- Thispromise of the Spirit relatesto Hisindwelling and the accompanying blessings
(see below)

B. THEWORK OF THE SPIRIT...
1. To convict the world through the gospe
a. To convict them of sin, righteousness and judgment - Jn 16:7-11
b. Done through the gospel
1) Theingrument designed to produce fath - Ro 10:17; Co 1:5-6
2) God'spowertosave-R01:16-17; 1 C01:18; 1 Th 2:13; He 4:12; Ja 1.21
2. To regenerate those who respond
a.  Saving them through the washing of regeneration (baptism) - Ti 3:4-6; Ac 22:16
b. Causng them to be reborn, in conjunction with the Word - 1 Pe 1:22-23
3. To sanctify those who are saved
a. A process begun when washed and judtified - 1 Co 6:11
b. A processthat continueswith the aid of the Word - cf. Jn 17:17; Ac 20:32; 1 Th
5:23;2Ti2:21
-- Thiswork of the Spirit is age-lasting, accomplished with the aid of blessngs
involving the Spirit (see next)

C. THEBLESSINGSOF THE SPIRIT...
1. Thegift of the Spirit - Ac 2:38-39; 5:32
a. Indwelling the Chrigian - R0 8:9-11; 1 Co 6:19
1) Enabling usto overcometheflesh - Ro 8:12-13
2) Strengthening usin the inner man - Ep 3:16,20; Ph 2:12-13; 4:13
3) Interceding in our behdf - Ro 8:26-27
b. Serving asased and an earnest
1) A sed marking us as belonging to God - Ep 1:13; 4:30; 2 Co 1:22
2) Anearnest or guarantee as a promise of our inheritance - Ep 1:14; 2 Co 1.22
2. Thefruit of the Spirit in our lives
a. Leading those who wak in the Spirit - Ga 5:16-18; Ro 8:5-6
b. Producing the graces of Chrigt-like conduct - Ga 5:22-26
c. Engendering a degpening love for God as our Father- Ga 4.6; Ro 8:15-16
d. Flling uswith hope-Ro 15:13
-- Theseblessingsthe Spirit provides both internally (via Hisindwelling) and
externally (viathe Word of God)

CONCLUSION

1. The Spirit's promise, work, and blessngs at the beginning of the Chrigtian age...
a. Included the necessary process of reveding and confirming God's Word
b. Was accomplished by specid offices (apostles, prophets) and gifts (Sgns, wonders)
--  OncetheWord wasfully revealed, the miraculous manifestations cameto an end
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2. Yetthe Spirit's promise, work, and blessings throughout the Chrigtian age...
a. Includesthe important process of convicting, regenerating, and sanctifying souls
b. Isaccomplished by preaching the gospd, and the gift of the Spirit given to those who obey
--  While not a miraculous manifestation, it isa Divine oper ation nonetheless

3. Many chdlenge the notion that miraculous manifestations of the Spirit ceased when the Word was
completely reveded and confirmed...
a. But the burden of proof rests upon those who affirm that such gifts continue
b. All they need to do isto demondirate that they do indeed possess the gifts
c. For such wasthe purpose of the gifts, to convince unbelieverd - cf. 1 Co 14:22
-- When many Bible-believing disciples are not convinced such claimsarereal, what does
that say about the validity of such “signs’?

4. Butinreacting to many false clams about the Holy Spirit, we must be careful not to...
a.  Quench the Spirit by denying Hiswork in our savation
b. Grievethe Spirit by faling to seek Hisad in living holy lives
- If welivein the Spirit, let usalso walk in the Spirit! - cf. Ga 5:25

We close our study with these two benedictions by the apostle Paul:

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” - Ro 15:13

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit [be] with you all. Amen.” - 2 Co 13:14
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