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That You May Believe

|ntroduction And Prologue

INTRODUCTION

1. John's purposein writing hisgospd is clearly stated in Jn 20:30-31...
a. Tocreaefathin Jesus
b. That wemight havelifein His name

2. How does John creete faith in his gospd ?
a. Stating clams about Jesusin his prologue - Jn 1:1-18
b. Surveying thelife of Jesus, with emphasis on dlams made by Jesus Himsdlf
c. Presenting evidence to sustain such clams

3. With thislesson we begin a series of sudies on the gospe of John, with the god...
a. To srengthen our own faith
b. To create fath in others who have yet to believe

4. Inthislesson we shdl consder the prologue and the claims made by John about Jesus...
a. For those who aready accept Jesus as the Chrigt, this should help increase our understanding
and appreciation for who Jesusredly is
b. For those who may not yet believe in Him, thislesson should set the stage for studies to come

5. Let'sbegin by reading Jn 1:1-18...
a. Jesusisnot mentioned by name until verse 17
b. Butitisclear that the "Word" is none other than Jesus Christ!

[ Throughout this prologue, John makes severd clams about Jesus. These damsillustrate Jesus relation
to various things...]

|. THE RELATION OF JESUSTO DEITY (1-2)

A. JESUSEXISTED BEFORE THE CREATION...
1. "Inthebeginning was the Word"
2. Theword was suggests Hisbeing eter nal

B. JESUSHAD A "FACE-TO-FACE" RELATIONSHIPWITH GOD...
1. "the Word was with God"
2. Theword with implies a persona communion with God

C. JESUSPOSSESSED THE FULNESSOF DEITY. ...
1. "the Word was God"
2. He possessed divine being, power, and attributes; i.e., Jesus was deity!
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[When you sum up these attributes (eternal, persond, deity), then in relation to deity Jesusis™ the
essence of God" , or "expressimage of God" (cf. He 1:3). We next note...]

II. THE RELATION OF JESUSTO THE PHYSICAL WORLD (3)

A. JESUSWASTHE ACTIVE AGENT OF CREATION...
1. "dl things were made through Him"
2. "without Him nothing was made that was made’

B. JESUSMADE ALL THINGS...
1. "by Him al thingswere created..." - Co 1:16
2. "through whom (the Son) adso He (the Father) made the worlds' - He 1: 2

[In relation to the physical world, John (and others) proclaim Jesusto be " the Creator” . What an
amazing dam! But the dlams regarding Jesus continue...]

1. THE RELATION OF JESUSTO THE MORAL WORLD (4)

A. JESUSISTHE GIVER OF LIFE...
1. "inHimwaslife'
2. Inthemord or spiritud redm, Jesus came to offer life - c¢f. Jn 10:10

B. JESUSISTHE SOURCE OF LIGHT...
1. "andthelifewasthelight of men"
2. Asthegiver of life, Heisthe source of "light" to menin amoraly dark world - cf. Jn 8:12

[In relation to the moral world, then, John proclaims Jesusto be " the life and thelight". The
impact of Jesus on the mora world is described even further.. ]

IV.THE RELATION OF JESUSTO DARKNESS (5,9)

A. JESUSCHALLENGES MORAL DARKNESS...
1. "thelight shinesin the darkness'
2. Astrue soiritud light, Jesus came to chalenge the mord darknessin thisworld

B. JESUSWASVICTORIOUSOVER THE DARKNESS...
1. "thedarkness did not comprehend it"
2. That is, the darkness could not overpower the light
3. By bdieving in Jesus, those in darkness were able to escape - cf. Jn 12:46
4. ThusJesusisthe "true Light” who giveslight todl - Jn 1:9

[Soin relation to darkness, John makesthe clam that Jesusis ™ the challenger and victor” . Next,
he describes...]

V. THE RELATION OF JESUSTO HUMANITY (10-13)
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A. JESUSWASTHE CREATOR...
1. "theworld was made through Him"
2. Herethe"world" refers to humankind

B. JESUS WASTHE BENEFACTOR...
1. Who was"in the world...the world did not know Him"
a. "HecametoHisown" - that is, to His own nation, people (Isradl)
b. "Hisown did not receive Him" - rejected by His nation, even members of His own
family were skepticd (until after the resurrection) - cf. Jn 7:5; Mk 3:21; Ac 1:14
2. "But asmany asrecaived Him'
a. l.e, "tothose who believein His name"
b. "Tothem He gave the right to become children of God"
c. They were blessed to be "born...of God" - cf. Jn 3:5-7

[Therefore in relation to humanity, Jesusis presented as " the creator and benefactor” . John then
revedls...]

VI.THE RELATION OF JESUSTO THE FATHER (14,18)

A. JESUSBECAME FLESH...
1. AstheWord, Jesus "became flesh”
a. He"dwdt among us'
b. John and others "beheld His glory"
2. Hewas "the only begotten of the Father”

B. JESUSALONE HAS SEEN AND CAN REVEAL THE FATHER...
1. "Noonehasseen God a any time" - cf. Exo 33:20; Jn 6:46; 1Jn 4:12
2. But "Hehasdeclared HiM" - cf. Jn 14:9; Mt 11.27

[In relation to the Father, Jesusisthe ultimate " revelation” one can have of God in thislifel Findly,
John makes mention of...]

VII. THE RELATION OF JESUSTO GRACE AND TRUTH (14,16-17)

A. JESUSWASITSFULNESS...
1. "full of grace and truth"
2. Because His"glory as of the only begotten of the Father”

B. JESUSGAVE ITSFULNESS...
1. "of Hisfulnesswe have dl received, and grace for grace”
2. pleroma (fullness) - "that which is completed, i.e., the complement, the full tale, the entire
number or quantity, the plentitude, the perfection™ - Lightfoot
3. InJesus, then, isthe fullness of God's grace and truth for mankind - cf. Jn 14:6; Co 1.
19-22

CONCLUSION
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1. Such are the clams made by John in the prologue of his gospd!...
a. Inrdation to deity, Jesusis the essence of God

In relation to the physical world, Jesus is the creator

In relation to the mord world, Jesusisthe life and light

In relation to darkness, Jesusis challenger and victor

In relation to humanity, Jesusis creator and benefactor

In relation to the Father, Jesusis revelation

In relaion to grace and truth, Jesusis fulness

@~ oo0o

2. Inour next three lessons, we shdl condder the clams made by Jesus Himsdlf, involving...
a. Hisrdationto God
b. Hisrdation to the Messanic hope
c. Hisrdation to human needs

3. Then, in three lessons we shall congder the evidence...
a. Presented by Johnin his gospe
b. Intended to support these claims
4. Findly, alesson to note why many did not believe in Jesus even when He lived among them

In view of the magnitude of these clams, do we dare ignore them? If they are true, then we must
believe on Him if we are to truly find eternd life...!
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That You May Believe

Jesus Claims|n Relation To God

INTRODUCTION

1. InJohn's prologue (Jn 1:1-18), we noted the claims he made regarding Jesus; that in relation to:
a. Deity, Jesusisthe essence of God

The physical world, Jesusisthe creator

Themoral world, Jesusisthelife and the light

The darkness, Jesusisthe challenger and the victor

Humanity, Jesusisthe creator and the benefactor

The Father, Jesusistherevelation

Graceand truth, Jesusisthe fulness

Q@ ~opoooT

2. Atthispoint in our sudy, we begin acloser look at claims made by Jesus Himsdif...
a. Inparticular, His dams regarding His relationship to God
b. Which should help us appreciate John'sclam: " No one has seen God at any time. The only
begotten Son, who isin the bosom of the Father, He hasdeclared Him." - Jn 1:18

[First we note that on least two occasions Jesus clamed...]

I. HE CAME FROM GOD

A. AFTER FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND...
1. Heclamed to be "the bread of life" sent from the Father - Jn 6:32-35
2. Hisdamis gated more clearly - Jn 6:38
3. Inconnection with thisclaim...
a.  Those who heard Him had problems with thisclam - Jn 6:41,42
b. He sad people must accept Him as "the bread sent from heaven” - Jn 6:57-58
c. Many found it hard to accept - cf. Jn 6:60,66

B. INTHE TEMPLE, AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES...
1. Agan Hecdamsto have come from God - Jn 7:28-29
2. Causing someto try to seize Him - Jn 7:30-32
3. Yet He continued to speek thisway of Himsdlf - Jn 8:23,42

[If such adlam was difficult for some to accept, imagine their difficulty as Jesus made ancther clam in
relation to God...]

II. HE ALONE HAS SEEN GOD

A. HISCLAIM TO HAVE SEEN GOD...
1. Hedone has seen the Father - cf. Jn 6:46
2. Thesamecdam saed by Johnin Jn 1:18
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B. WHAT ABOUT REFERENCESTO THOSE WHO SAW GOD...?
1. For example, when the Lord gppeared to:
a Abraham-Gen 17:1
b. Isaac and Jacob - cf. Ex0 6:3
Cc. Moses- cf. Num 12:8; Deu 34:10
2. Such"visons' of God explained:
a.  The same Scriptures declared that one could not see God and live - cf. Exo 33:17-23
b. What they saw were representations of God
1) E.g. the Angd of His presence (whom some think was Jesus in pre-incarnate form)
- cf. Ex013:21; 14:19
2) E.g. theburning bush, the pillar of fire, cloud of smoke, bright glory, etc.

[Jesus claim to have seen God is very unique, that He done has seen God as Hetruly ist Closely
connected to this clam is another one...]

[11.HE KNOWS GOD

A. THE GREEK WORDS FOR "KNOW" DEFINED...
1. ginosko - "knowing which isthe result of discernment and which may be enlarged”
2. oida - "implies absolute knowledge: the knowledge of intuition and of satisfied conviction”

B. JESUSUSED BOTH TO DESCRIBE HISKNOWLEDGE OF GOD...

1. "I know (ginosko) the Father" - Jn 10:14,15
a.  Knowledge which comes through experience
b. By which we aso can know the Father

2. "l know (oida) Him" -Jn 7:29
a. Thisisabsolute knowledge
b. Which comes from having been with the Father, and having seen Him
c. Thisknowledge of God only Jesus can rightly claim to possess - cf. Jn 8:55

[Having claimed to come from God, that He alone has seen God and truly knows God, we should not
be surprised to note Jesus also claimed that...]

IV.HE REVEALS GOD

A. HE OFFERSA COMPLETE REVELATION OF GOD...
1. AsJohn dated in hisprologue-Jn 1:18
2. AsJesusclaimed on at least two separate occasions
a. Tothe Pharisees- Jn 12:44-45
b. ToHisdisciples-Jn 14:7-10

B. THEIMPLICATION OF THISCLAIM...
1. Torgect Jesusisto rgect the only full reveation of God made known to man!
2. Thusto rgect Jesusisto rgect God! - cf. Jn 15:23
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[Findly, we note the claim that caused great irritation among the Jews...]

V. HEISEQUAL TO GOD

A. THISCLAIM IRRITATED HISJEWISH BRETHREN...
1. Forthiscdam they tried to kill Him - eg., Jn 5:16-18
2. They viewed it as blagphemy - cf. Jn 10:30-33

B. JESUSEVEN TOOK UPON HIMSELF GOD'SSPECIAL NAME...
1. TheNamereveded to Moses a the burning bush - cf. Exo 3:13-14
2. Cdling Himsdf the"l AM" - cf. Jn 8:56-59
3. Teaching othersthat it was necessary to believein Him as such - Jn 8:24

CONCLUSION

1. Inrdation to God, Jesus therefore claimed:
a. Hecamefrom God
b. Headone has seen God
c. Heknows God
d. HerevedsGod
e. Heisequd to God
-- Certainly these are claimsdifficult to accept from someone who wassmply " a great
man"

2. Jesuswas ether aliar, alunatic, or everything He clamed to be: the fullest revelation of God
made known to man, and the only way to God - cf. Jn 14:6

Before we consder the evidence John presentsin his gospe to substantiate such claims, we want to
look at even more claims made by Jesusin our next study...
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That You May Believe

Jesus Claims|In Relation To The Messianic Hope

INTRODUCTION

1. Who was Jesus? What did He claim to be?

2. Inour previous study, we noticed how Jesus claimed...
a. That He came from God
b. That He done has seen God
c. That He knows God
d. That Hereveds God
e. That Heisequa to God
-- Theseclaimsall pertain to Hisrelation to God

3. Jesusdso made clamsin relation to the M essianic hope...
a. A hope cherished by many Jews at that time
b. A hope Jesus cdlamed to have fulfilled - cf. IJn 4:25-26

»

In this lesson our purposeisto...

a. Look closer a the Old Testament concept of the Messiah

b. Notice how Jesus claimed to the fulfillment of the Messanic hope

[In the Old Testament we find promises concerning the coming of aMessiah. Let'sconsder...]

|. THEOLD TESTAMENT CONCEPT OF THE MESS AH

A. THETERM "MESSIAH" DEFINED...
1. InHebrew, it means™ anointed one"
2. The Greek counterpart to "Messiah" is" Christ"
3. IntheOld Testament, it isused as...
a. Anadjective in regardsto the priests ("the anointed priest”) who were anointed with
oil when consecrated - cf. Lev 4:3; 8:12
b. A nounin regardsto kings ("the LORD's anointed") who likewise were anointed with ail
- cf. 1 Sam 24:6; 2 Sam 2:4

B. THE MESSIANIC CONCEPT DEVELOPED...

1. It beganwith M oses
a. Hesaid God would raise up aprophet - cf. Deu 18:15,17-19
b. InJesus day, people were anticipating a prophet - cf. Jn 1:19-21

2. It continued with David
a.  Who spoke of "the anointed one" as God and an everlasting king - Psa 45:6-7
b. Who spoke of One who would be both king and priest - Psa 110:1-4

3. It wasexpounded upon by the prophets
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a. |saiah spoke of Onewho would be Mighty God, and aking forever - 1sa 9:6-7
b. Micah wrote of One who would be a preexistent king and shepherd - Mic 5:2-4
c. Jeremiah foretold of One who would be a king and savior - Jer 23:5,6
d. Zechariahtold of Onewho beapriest on Histhrone - Zec 6:12-13

[With great expectation, the people of Jesus day were looking for the coming of this"Messah" (cf. Jn
4:25). Asrevededin Jn 4:26, Jesus did not hesitate to claim to be the Messiah...]

1. JESUS CLAIMSTO BE THE MESSIAH

A.

HE CLAIMED TO BE "PROPHET" ...

1. A spokesman for the Father - Jn 8:26,28

2. One who spesks only the things of the Father - Jn 12:49-50
-- Fulfilling the anticipation sparked by M oses

HE CLAIMED TO BE "GOD" ...

1. Asexamined in our previouslesson

2. For example, recdl Jn 5:18; 10:33

-- Fulfilling the anticipation sparked by David and |saiah

HE CLAIMED TO BE "KING" ...

1. When questioned by Pilate - Jn 18:37

2. Whose kingdom was not of thisworld - Jn 18:36

-- Fulfilling the anticipation sparked by David, | saiah, Micah, Jeremiah, and
Zechariah

HE CLAIMED TO BE "SHEPHERD" ...

1. The good shepherd who gives Hislife for His sheep - Jn 10:11
2. The good shepherd who knows His sheep - Jn 10:14

-- Fulfilling the anticipation sparked by Micah

HE CLAIMED TO BE "SAVIOR" ...

1. Inoneof Hislast public speeches-Jn 12:44-47

2. Asrecorded in the other gospdls - Mt 18:11; Lk 9:56; 19:10
-- Fulfilling the anticipation sparked by Jeremiah

HE CLAIMED TO FUNCTION AS" PRIEST" ...

1. Insaying that one must go through Him to go to the Father - Jn 14:6
2. Aslater taught by Hisdisciples- cf. He 4:14-16

-- Fulfilling the anticipation sparked by David and Zechariah

CONCLUSION

1. Inthisway Jesus clamed to fulfill the Messanic expectations...

a

b.

Later we shdl congder the evidence John presents to sustain such clams
They were clams that certainly prompted the people to wonder - cf. Jn 7:26
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2. But aclosing thought for those of uswho profess Jesus to be the Messiah: Do we demonstr ate by
our livesthat wereally believe Jesusisour Messiah?

Asour Prophet...to whom we are to listen as God's spokesman and obey?

Asour God...to whom we are to humbly submit and reverently worship?

Asour King...to whom we grant absolute authority and rule in our lives?

Asour Shepherd...in whom we place our complete trust and find our greatest source of comfort?
Asour Savior...in whom we depend for the salvation of our souls?

Asour Priest...through whom we approach our Heavenly Father in prayer?

Unlesswe dlow Jesusto be all thesethingsin our lives, can weredly say that we bdieve Him to be the
Chrigt, the Messiah, God's anointed one?

That You May Believe 12



Mark A. Copeland

That You May Believe

Jesus Claims|In Relation To Human Needs

INTRODUCTION

1. We have consdered clams made by Jesus...
a. Inrdationto God
b. Inreation tothe Messanic hope
-- Indeed, they are great clamg

2. Jesus made clamsthat were not only greet, but relate to basic persona needs common to all
3. Inthisstudy we shdl consder...

a  These human needs

b. The dams Jesus made in relation to them
[One basic need of maniis...]

|. THENEED TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

A. CONCERNING THISNEED...
1. Many may deny they have this need
2. Yetasmplelook at the history of mankind reveals otherwise
a. Every civilization bears record of man's search for God
b. While concepts of God may vary, man is united in the need to know God
3. Paul explained that this"need” isinnate with man- cf. Ac 17:24-28
a. God created man with an inner desire to seek the Lord
b. Though often suppressed, this desire prompts one to "grope for Him"
4. Those who deny this need go through life never finding full satisfaction
a. Like Solomon in his search for meaning, they explore materid things (riches, fame,
drugs, sex, €tc.)
b. If permitted enough time to exhaust their search, like Solomon they often conclude as
did he "All isvanity and grasping for wind" - cf. Ecc 1:12-14
5. Itisonly when we come to have fellowship with God that life can be complete
a. Materid things done do not satisfy thislonging
b. Solomon concluded that man's purposeis to fear God and keep His commandments
- Ecc12:13-14
C. Jesussad tha "man does not live by bread done’ - Mt 4:4

B. JESUSCLAIMSTO FULFILL THISNEED...
1. To bethe complete revelation of God - Jn 14:7-9
2. To provide the only avenue for fellowship with Him - Jn 14:6

[Closdy digned with this need to know God and have fdlowship with Him is..]
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II. THE NEED FOR SALVATION FROM SIN

A. CONCERNING THISNEED...
1. Agan, many may deny this need
2. Butthesnsof mankind are obvious- cf. 2 Ti 3:1-4
a. The problem lieswithin man himsdf - Mk 7:21-23
b. Thus man cannot save himsdf
c. Heisthereforein need of sdvation from the consequences of Sin
1) Theguilt of Sn
2) Thepower of Sn
3. Fulfilling this need directly affects our being able to satisfy the need to have fellowship with
God - 1sa59:1-2
a.  Our sins separate us from God
b. Our sns prevent us from being heard by God

B. JESUSCLAIMSTO PROVIDE THE SOLUTION...

1. Heoffersto st onefreefrom sin - Jn 8:30-36
a. Freefromthequilt of 9n
b. Freefrom the davery of Sn

2. ThisHedoesin two ways
a.  Through His degth on the cross, which deds with the guilt of Sn-Jn 3:14-18
b. Through the sending of the Spirit, which addresses the power of sin - Jn 7:37-39; df.

R0 8:11-13

[In addition to claiming to provide the way to fellowship with God and sdvation from sin, we see that
Jesus dso damsto fulfill..]

1. THE NEED FOR GUIDANCE IN LIFE

A. CONCERNING THISNEED...
1. Tha man has such aneed is clearly taught in the Scriptures
a. Itisnotin manto direct his seps-Jer 10:23
b. What seems right to man can lead to desth - Pro 16:25
2. Bvidenceis seen in societies which forget God
a. Mord chaosis often theresult - eg., Ro 1:28-32
b. Where chaosin societies (and individud lives) does not exig, it isonly because:
1) Such are guided by God-given principles of justice and righteousness
2) Egablished previoudy when people did seek God for guidance

B. JESUSCLAIMSTO PROVIDE THISGUIDANCE...
1. Heoffers Himsdlf as "thelight of the world" - Jn 8:12
2. Heoffers Himsdlf as "the good Shepherd” - Jn 10:11
3. Hedamsto be"theking" - Jn 18:37
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[Asour king, shepherd, and light, Jesus damsto guide us safdy through a dark and difficult world.
He dso daimsto fulfill...]

IV. THE NEED FOR SPIRITUAL SUSTENANCE

A. CONCERNING THISNEED...
1. Manisboth aphyscd and spiritud being
2. We have seen that a purdy materidistic world does not truly satisfy - Mt 4.4
3. Thegiritud sde of man mus dso be fulfilled

B. JESUSCLAIMSTO PROVIDE SPIRITUAL SUSTENANCE...
1. Heoffers"thewater of life' - In 4:13-14
2. Hedamsto be "the bread of life" - IJn 6:35
3. Heoffers"fullness of joy" - Jn 15:11
4. He offers"peace"
a. A peace the world cannot give - Jn 14:27
b. A peacethat overcomes tribulation - Jn 16:33
5. He offers "abundant life’ - Jn 10:10

[Findly, we note how Jesus claimed to fulfill...]

V. THE NEED FOR IMMORTALITY

A. CONCERNING THISNEED...
1. Higory records mankind's search and longing for immortdity (e.g., the pyramids)
2. Today, we express this need through:
a. Our dedreto prolong life
b. Our fear of desth and dying

B. JESUSCLAIMSTO OFFER IMMORTALITY...
1. By claming to one day raise the dead - Jn 5:26-29
2. By daming to be "the resurrection and the life" - Jn 11:25-26

CONCLUSION

1. Wehave now consdered the claims of Jesus...
a. Inrdationto dety
b. Inrdation to the Messanic hope
c. Inrdation to human needs

2. Whoever would make clams like these cannot be "just” a good man...
a. Heisedther aliar, alundic, or the Lord!
b. Which do you think Jesusis?

Our next three lessons shall review the evidence John presentsin his gospd designed to produce faith in
JesusasLord
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That You May Believe
The Human Testimony

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our sudy so far we have consdered clams...

a. Made by John about Jesusiin his prologue - Jn 1:1-18

b. Made by Jesus concerning Himsdlf throughout the gospel of John
1) Inrdationto God
2) Inrelation to the Messanic hope
3) Inrdation to human needs

The nature of these claims prevent Jesus from being Smply agreat man...
a. Hemus bewhat He claimed to be (the Son of God)
b. Or Hewaseither adeceiver (liar) or aderanged man (lunétic)

We now begin to consider the evidence presented to sustain the claims...
a.  Starting with the human testimony recorded by John
b. Being careful to properly define and declare the vaue of such testimony

HUMAN TESTIMONY DEFINED AND EVALUATED

A. DEFINING HUMAN TESTIMONY ...
1. "..thetestimony of an impresson made on the witnesses by their contact with Jesus’
- Homer Hailey, That You Might Believe, p. 88
2. "Thetestimony of and within itself does not prove any clam made by Jesus' (ibid.)
3. "Theevidenceis circumstantiad and incidentd, but it isworthy of a candid and fair
congderation” (ibid.)

B. EVALUATING HUMAN TESTIMONY ...
1. "Theforce of human testimony depends upon three things..."

a. "Hrg, the honesty of the witnesses'

b. "Second, their competency”

c. "Third, their number"

- J. W. McGarvey, Evidences Of Christianity, Book I1, p. 146

2. McGarvey goeson to explain:

a. "We ascertain whether they are honest, by considering their generd character and their
motives in the particular case...”

b. "Competency is determined by considering the opportunities of the witness to obtain
knowledge of that to which he testifies, and his menta capacity to observe and
remember the facts."

c. "Therequisite number varies with the degree of probability attached to the facts.”

-- (ibid.)
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[With this brief introduction to the meaning and vaue of human testimony, let's now take alook &t the...]

II. HUMAN TESTIMONY OFFERED BY JOHN

A. TESTIMONY OFFERED BY HISFRIENDS...
1. JohntheBaptis - Jn 1:29-34
a. A cousnof Jesus
b. Had been told how to identify the Messiah
c. Declared Jesusto be:
1) TheLamb of God
2) The Son of God
2. Theealy disciples - Jn 1:40-49
a. Andrew declared Him to be the Messiah
b. Philip said He was the One of whom Moses and the prophets wrote
c. Nathanad confessed him to be the Son of God, King of Isragl
3. Peter - Jn 6:68-69
a. Bdieved Jesusto have the words of eternd life
b. Declared Jesus as the Holy One of God
4. Matha-Jn 11:27
a. Bdieved Jesusto bethe Chrigt
b. Bedieved Jesusto be the Son of God
5. Thedisiples at the last supper - Jn 16:30
a. Bdieved that He knew dl things
b. Believed that He came from God
6. Thomas- Jn 20:24-28
a. Skeptica of the other apostles testimony
b. Convinced by empirica evidence that Jesus was Lord and God
-- Such testimony did not come without a price; one must wonder what their motive
wasto lie (if such wasthe case)

B. TESTIMONY OFFERED BY THE MASSES...
1. Nicodemus - Jn 3:1-2
a. Anofficid of the Sanhedrin counail - cf. Jn 7:50-51
b. Confessed Jesus to be a teacher from God
2. The Samaritans - Jn 4:19,42
a. Thewoman at the well confessed Him to be a prophet
b. The villagers were convinced that He was the Chri, the savior of the world
3. Themultitude (offering a divided opinion)
a. "Heisagood man" vs. "He leads the multitude awvay" - Jn 7:12
b. "The Prophet” or "the Chrigt" vs. doubt concerning Him - Jn 7:40-43
c. "TheKingof Igad" vs. "Crucify Him!" - cf. Jn 12:12-13; 19:15
4. The Jews (o divided) - Jn 10:19-21
a. "Hehasademon andis mad"
b. "Can ademon open the eyes of the blind?"
5. Themanbornblind - Jn 9:17,25
a. "Heisaprophet”
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b. "Onething I know: that though | was blind, now | see.”
6. Pilate- Jn 18:38; 19:4,6
a. Roman governor who interrogated Jesus
b. Staedthreetimes "I find no fault in Him."
-- Thetestimony of these human witnessesvaries, but is seemsthat the closer one
got to Jesus, the mor e convinced they became

C. TESTIMONY BY HISENEMIES...
1. Theofficers sent to arrest Him - Jn 7:45-46
a. Sent by the chief priests and Pharisees to arrest Jesus
b. Somoved by Jesus, they could not arrest Him ("No man ever spoke like thisMan!™)
2. ThePharisees- Jn 11:47-48
a.  Acknowledged that Jesus worked many signs
b. Aware of Hisgreat influence
-- They may havetried to deny who He claimed to be, but they did not try to deny
what Hedid

CONCLUSION

1. Some thoughts concerning the human testimony recorded by John...

a. For one seeking to produce faith in Jesus, John demonstrates remarkable objectivity
1) Hedoes not gloss over the fact that many did not believe in Jesus
2) He presentsafair representation of the human testimony concerning Jesus

b. Some bdieved in Jesus, others did not; but note carefully...
1) Those who knew Him best, believed in Him
2) Those who were ignorant of the facts, were quick to deny Him

c. Even Hisenemies could not deny the force of His teachings and the power of His miracles
1) They could only try to attribute His power to the devil
2) Asalad resort, they fdt they had to kill Him

2. What about us today? What will we do with Jesus?
a.  Will we make the effort to learn more about Him?
b. Will we be like many who were quick to draw conclusions before they had dl the facts?

Jesus made a powerful impression upon those who saw and heard Him. Those who knew Him best
were even more impressed. Hopefully, their testimony will encourage us to consider what further
testimony John presents in His gospel about Jesus, the Son of God...

That You May Believe
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That You May Believe
The Father's Testimony Through Signs

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour last lesson, we consdered the human testimony recorded in John's gospd!....
a. Such asthat offered by John the Bapti<, the early disciples and others who believed
b. But dso the testimony by the masses, including many who did not believe
-- Asnoted, human testimony aone does not prove Jesus to be the Son of God

2. Jesus Himsdlf did not depend upon human testimony alone as evidence - cf. Jn 5:33-37
a. He recognized human testimony, such asthat offered by John the Baptist
b. Yet appeded to a"greater witness', that of His Father's testimony!
-- Jesus encouraged people to consder the Father'stestimony as evidenced by the works
which He did

[In this lesson we shdl define the purpose of the works or "signs' Jesus did, and note how they serve as
evidence to sustain the claims Jesus made...|

. THE PURPOSE OF SIGNS

A. DEFINITION OF " SIGN" ...
1. The Greek word is semeion
2. Used "of miracles and wonders by which God authenticates the men sent by Him, or by
which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God's." - Thayer
-- Thisword is used by John dmost exclusvely in his gospd (as opposed to miracle or
wonder)

B. THE PURPOSE OF "SIGNS" ...
1. Jesusclaimed that the works, miracles or wonders He performed "bear witness of Mée"
-Jn 5:36
2. The Father bore witness through these "sgns' to the vdidity of His clams (such asthe clam
"the Father has sent Me")

[What were these "signs’ in which the Father bore testimony concerning Jesus? John says there were
many (Jn 20:30), too many to record them al (In 21:25). In hisgospd, John records at least seven...]

. SEVEN SSIGNS RECORDED BY JOHN

A. TURNING WATER TO WINE...
1. Thissgnwasdonein Cana of Gdilee-Jn 2:1-11
2. Jesus demondtrated His power over creation
a. Proving the daim made in the prologue ("All things came into being by Him") - Jn 1:3
b. l.e, HeistheCreator!
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B. HEALING THE NOBLEMAN'S SON...
1. Alsodonein Cana of Gdilee - Jn 4:46-54
2. Jesus demondtrated His power over physical disease
a.  Supporting His dam to provide sdvation from spiritual disease - cf. Jn 8:34-36
b. l.e, Heisthe Savior!

C. HEALING THE LAME MAN...
1. Donein Jerusalem, a the pool of Bethesda - Jn 5:1-9
2. Jesus demondtrated His power over birth defects
a.  Used to show His equdity with God - Jn 5:17-21
b. l.e, HeisDeity, and cagpable of giving lifel

D. FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND...
1. Done near Bethsaida of Gdilee-Jn 6:1-14
2. Jesus showed His power over food supply
a. Proving His cdam to provide man with his spiritud needs-Jn 6:35
b. l.e, HeistheBread of Life!

E. WALKING ON THE WATER...
1. Onthe Seaof Galilee - Jn 6:16-21
2. Jesus showed His power over nature
a.  Once agan confirming the cdlam made by John in the prologue - Jn 1:3
b. l.e, HeistheCreator!

F. HEALING THE BLIND MAN...
1. A manin Jerusalemwho was blind from birth - Jn 9:1-12
2. Jesus showed His power over blindness
a. Confirming His dlam to be "the light of the world" - Jn 8:12
b. l.e,HeistheLight!

G. RAISING LAZARUSFROM THE DEAD...
1. Doneat Bethany - Jn 11:39-44
2. Jesus shows His power over death
a. Proving Hisclam to be "the resurrection and the life’ - Jn 11.25
b. l.e,HeisthelLife!

[ Through such signs as these seven, the Father bore testimony concerning Jesus of Nazareth. They
were designed to impact those who saw them. Indeed they did...]

[II.TESTIMONY BY WITNESSES OF THE SIGNS

A. NICODEMUS...
1. "You are ateacher come from God" - Jn 3:2a
2. "No one can do these signs that you do unless God iswith him" - Jn 3:2b
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B. THEMULTITUDE...
1. "When the Christ comes, will He do more signs than these which this Man has done?’
2. Prompting many to beievein Him - Jn 7:31

C. HISENEMIES...
1. "What shdl we do? For this Man works many sgns.” - Jn 11:47
2. They could not deny the Signs, though they refused to accept their implications

CONCLUSION

1. John gated his purpose in recording these "sgns’ of Jesus, including the one in which He showed
Himsdf dive to doubting Thomas (cf. Jn 20:26-29)
a. Tha we might believe in Jesus as the Son of God
b. That we have lifein His name - Jn 20:30-31

2. Jesussad these "sgns' served as testimony from the Father - Jn 5:36
a. That the Father sent Him
b. Tha Heiseverything He claimed to be

The question we faceisthis. Do we ignore these Sgns, attested to even by the enemies of Jesus? Or
do we accept them as testimony from the Father, that the claims of Jesus are true? The blessing of
eternd life hangsin the baance...
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That You May Believe
The Father's Testimony Through Scripture

INTRODUCTION

1. We saw where Jesus gppeded to His Father’ s testimony through signs...
a. Miraclesand wonders that Jesus did (e.g., turning water to wine, healing the nobleman’s son,
heding the lame man, etc.)
b. Inwhich the Father bore witness to Jesus as being sent by God - cf. Jn 5:36

2. Jesus dso gppeded to His Father’ stestimony through scripture...
a.  The same Scriptures many looked to for eternd life - cf. Jn 5:39a
b. Scriptures which themsdlves bore witness to Jesus - cf. Jn 5:39b

3. From Lk 24:44, we can assume that Jesus had in mind the following scriptures...
a. ThelLaw of Moses
b. ThePsams
c. TheProphets
-- Note Jesus wordsin Jn 5:45-47

[1n these scriptures were many prophecies concerning the Messiah. In John's gospel, he records how
many of these prophecies bore witness to Jesus asthe Messiah...]

|. THE PROPHECIES OF MOSES

A. THE SEED OF WOMAN...
1. Recordedin Gen 3:15
2. Depicting conflict that would exist between Satan and Chrigt
3. Thisconflict referred to by Jesusin Jn 12:31-33; 14:30
-- Jesus resurrection proved Him to be the fulfillment of this conflict - cf. He 2:14-15

B. THE SEED OF ABRAHAM...
1. Recordedin Gen 12:1-3; 22:18
2. That in hisseed (Chrigt) adl the nations would be blessed
3. Jesus made reference to the promise made to Abraham - Jn 8:56
-- Intheir gospels, Matthew and Mark reved Jesus genealogy from Abraham

C. THE PROPHET TO COME...
1. Recordedin Deu 18:15,17-19
2. The prophet like Moses whom they were to heed
3. Jesus claimed to be such a spokesman (prophet) from God - Jn 12:48-49
-- Hisapostleslater declared Jesus to be this prophet - cf. Ac 3:22-26

[From the prophecies of Moses, we turn now to...]

That You May Believe 2



Mark A. Copeland

II. THE PROPHECIESBY THE PROPHETS

A. THE FORERUNNER...
1. Recordedinlsa40:3
2. A reference to one who would prepare people for the coming of the Lord
3. John the Baptist makes reference to this prophecy - Jn 1:19-23
--  Thusthe work and testimony of John the Baptist fulfilled this prophecy

B. THE SPIRIT COMING UPON HIM...
1. Severd propheciesfoundinlsa11:2; 42:1; 61:1
2. Inwhich the Spirit was to come upon the Messiah
3. A fulfillment to which both John the Baptist and Jesus refer - Jn 1:32-33; 3:34
-- Luke as0 records how Jesus fulfilled such prophecies - cf. Lk 4:16-21

C. THE REJECTED TEACHER...
1. Propheciesrelated tothisarelsa 53:1; 6:9,10
2. Inwhich many would not receive the Messah because of dull hearts
3. John made reference to these passages - Jn 12:37-41
-- The Jews rgection of Jesus and His teachings thus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy

D. THE KING’'SENTRANCE...
1. Recordedin Zech 9:9
2. lgrad’sking would come to Jerusdem riding on a donkey
3. John records Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusdem - Jn 12:12-16
-- Later, Hisdisciples would understand how this fulfilled what was written of the Messiah

E. THE CRUCIFIXION AND BURIAL...
1. Referenceto the crucifixion of the Messahismadein Zech 12:10
2. Referenceto hisburid isfoundin 1sa 53:9
3. John describes the crucifixion in detail, and refers to Zechariah's prophecy - Jn 19:37
4. Hedsorefersto Isaiah's prophecy regarding His burid - Jn 19:38-42

[The Father’ s testimony through Scripture was not limited to prophecies found in the writings of Moses
and the Prophets. Let’s briefly note how John also make severd referencesto...]

[II.THE PROPHECIESIN THE PSALMS

A. HISZEAL..
1. Recordedin Psa 69:9
2. Mentioned by John in regards to Jesus cleansing the temple - Jn 2:14-17

B. HISFAMILIAR FRIEND...
1. Recordedin Psa41:9
2. Mentioned by Jesus in regardsto the betrayd by Judas- Jn 13:18
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C. BEING HATED WITHOUT A CAUSE...
1. Recordedin Psa 35:19; 69:4
2. Jesusexplained that the Jews rgjection of Him fulfilled these passages - Jn 15:24-25

D. THE PARTING OF HISGARMENTS...
1. Recordedin Psa 22:18
2. John explainsthis was fulfilled by the solders during the crucifixion - Jn 19:24

E. THE OFFER OF GALL AND VINEGAR...
1. Recordedin Psa 69:21
2. Thiswasfulfilled by Jesus while on the cross - Jn 19:28-30

CONCLUSION

1. Through the writings of Maoses, the prophets, and the Psalms, the Father was bearing testimony ...
a. Preparing Isradl for the coming of the Messiah
b. Providing away for them to be able to recognize the Messiah
c. Proving that Jesus was everything that He claimed to be regarding the Messiah

2. We should not underestimate the force of such testimony from the Fether...
a. It has been estimated that over 300 prophecies were fulfilled by Jesus
b. Thelikdihood that anyone coincidentaly or purposefully fulfilled al these propheciesis
mahematicaly implausble

The apostles’ depended heavily upon the testimony by the Father through Scriptures to convince people
that Jesus was the Christ (cf. Ac 3:24; 17:2-3). Arewe willing to accept the Father’ s testimony
concerning His Son given through the Scriptures? Will we alow the Scriptures to produce faith in our
hearts (cf. Ro 10:17)?
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That You May Believe

The Testimony For Jesus Resurrection

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthisstudy we have noted that John seeks to produce faith in Jesus...
a. By recording the claims concerning Jesus
1) Made by John in his prologue to the gospe
2) Made be Jesus Himsdlf throughout His ministry
b. By recording testimony to support such clams
1) Thetestimony of those who saw and heard Jesus
2) Thetegtimony of the Father through sgns and Scripture

2. Perhapsthe strongest testimony provided by John is that of Jesus' resurrection...
a. Forif Jesustruly did rise from the dead...
b. ..Heiseverything that both Jesus and John clamed!

[What evidence isthere for the resurrection of Jesus? In John's gospel, the testimony for Jesus
resurrection begins with Jesus' deeth; in other words, what is said abot...]

I. THE CRUCIFIXION

A. THE EVIDENCE...

1. Thesoldiers observation that Jesus was dead - Jn 19:31-33
2. Blood and water coming from Jesus pierced sde-Jn 19:34

a. Medicd authorities have commented on this phenomenon as evidence that it proves
Jesus died on the cross (not sometime later)

b. “Thereremains, therefore, no supposition possble to explain the recorded phenomenon
except the combination of the crucifixion and rupture of the heart.” - Samud Houghton,
M.D. (physiologist from the Universty of Dublin)

John's testimony of this phenomenon - Jn 19:35

The testimony of Tacitus, Roman historian (ca. 112 A.D.) - "Chrigtus, the founder of the

name, was put to death by Pontius Filate, procurator of Judeain thereign of Tiberias."

> w

B. THE ALTERNATIVE...
1. Jesusonly swooned, to ether die or be revived some time later
2. Postulated by many skeptics, trying to deny the resurrection of Jesus (e.g., The Passover
Plot, by Hugh J. Schonfidd)

[Which is more likely becomes gpparent as we consder the evidence of ...]

II. THEEMPTY TOMB

A. THE EVIDENCE...
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1. The gtoneremoved - Jn 20:1

a. First observed by Mary Magdaene, on early Sunday morning

b. A stone that had been seded and guarded by Roman soldiers - Mt 27:62-66
2. Thebody gone - Jn 20:2

a. Thetombisempty!

b. Mary supposes that the body has been removed, and runsto tell Peter
3. Thegravedothes- Jn 20:3-9

a.  Peter and John see the head covering (napkin) lying negily folded by itself
b. Indicating there had been no hurry to get away, or to sted the body (Hailey)

B. THE ALTERNATIVES...
1. Thebody stolen

a. Thetheory explained

1) Thedisciples stole the body, then claimed He rose from the dead

2) Thiswasthe"officid" theory offered from the very beginning - Mt 28:11-15
b. Thedifficulties described

1) Theexplanation defieslogic

a)

b)

If the soldiers were adeep...

1/ How did they know it was the disciples who took the body?

2/ How could the large stone guarding the entrance be rolled away without
awakening the soldiers?

The soldiers guarding the tomb were Romans - Mt 27:62-66

1/ They were professond soldiers

2/ Charged to guard the tomb with their lives

3/ The punishment for fdling adegp on duty was degth

2) Thiswould make those who tedtified they saw Jesusliars and frauds

a)
b)

C)

For they clamed empirica evidence- Ac 10:39-41

Suppose just afew disciples stole the body, unknown by others...

1/ Such as Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, or the women

2/ Others 4ill say they saw Jesus, ate and drank with Him

Y ou have to explain why they were willing to lie and die knowing it was alie

2. Theswoon hypothess

a. Thetheory explained
1) Jesusdid not actudly die on the cross, He only swooned

a)

b) Thinking that He was dead, the Roman soldiers took Him down and He was

Suffering from shock, pain, and loss of blood, He fainted (swooned) from
exhaugtion

buried in the tomb

2) Inthe coolness of the tomb, Jesus revived

a)

Somehow He left the tomb

b) Appeared to Hisdisciples, then lived in obscurity to die years later
b. Thedifficulties described
1) Jesuswould have had to revive sufficiently enough to:
a) Bresk through the burid garments that bound Him, including a hundred pounds

of spices used in preparing His body for burid - Jn 19:38-40

b) Role away the large stone that sedled the tomb
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c) Fight off the Roman guards protecting the tomb
d) Wak the seven milesto Emmaus where He was seen by the two disciples
e) Walk back to Jerusdlem where He was seen by the gpostles
-- All within the same day!
2) Every effort was made to prove He was dead
a) TheRoman soldiers at the cross pierced Hisside - Jn 19:31-34
b) Pilate made sure He was dead - Mk 15:43-45
1/ When Joseph of Arimathea wanted the body
2/ The Roman centurion confirmed that Jesus was dead
3) Not only would this make the gpostles liars and frauds, but Jesus dso for dlowing a
lieto spread for years!
3. Thevison hypothess
a. Thetheory explained
1) All of Christ's post-resurrection appearances were only supposed appearances
2) Thosewho damed to see Jesus had hdlucinations
b. Thedifficulties described
1) The gppearances were not just to individuds, one a atime
a) Ten gpostles clamed to see Him - Jn 20:19-25
b) Jesus appeared to Six disciples a the Sea of Galilee- Jn 21:1-14
c) He appeared to over 500 people at once-1 Co 15:6
2) Thetheory contradicts laws and principles which psychiatrists say are essentid to
hdlucinations
a) Only certain kinds of people have hdlucinations
1/ Usudly high-grung, highly imaginative, and very nervous people
2/ Usudly only paranoid or schizophrenic individuds have hdlucinations
3/ The appearances were not restricted to people of any particular
psychologica make up
b) Hdlucinations are linked in an individud's subconscious
1/ Anindividud may have an hdlucination
2/ But halucinations do not appear to groups of people
c) They occur in people when there is a spirit of anticipation or hopeful expectation
1/ The disciples had no such anticipation - Lk 24:13-21
2/ They were prone to disbelieve even after they weretold of the resurrection
- Jn 20:24-25

[Other theories have been offered, but like these three they fail in the face of perhaps the greatest
evidence for the resurrection of Jesus from the dead...]

I11.THE WITNESSES

A. THE EVIDENCE...
1. May Magddene
a. Firgt person to the empty tomb - Jn 20:1
b. Sheat first thought someone took the body - Jn 20:2,11-15
c. But then believed when Jesus appeared to her - Jn 20:16-18
2. Thedisciples on thefirst day
That You May Believe 27




Mark A. Copeland

a. Who were hiding for fear of the Jews-Jn 20:19a

b. When Jesus appeared to them, showing His hands and His side - Jn 20:19b-20
3. Thedistiplesinduding Thomas

a.  Thomeas had not been with the disciples - Jn 20:24

b. Thomas doubted their testimony, refusing to believe - Jn 20:25

c. When Jesus gppeared eight days later, Thomas was convinced - Jn 20:26-28
4. Thedistplesin Gdilee

a. By the Seaof Tiberias (Gdlileg) - Jn 21:1

b. Jesus showed Himsdf to Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, James, John, and two others - Jn

21:2-14

5. Johnin paticular

a.  Who bore witness to the death of Jesus-Jn 19:35

b. Who bore witnessto the resurrection of Jesus-Jn 21:24

B. THEONLY TWO ALTERNATIVES...
1. Witnesses were credible, honest, and truthful
a. Enhanced by the number of the witnesses
1) Notjust afew, isolated individuas
2) But many, induding hundreds a atime
b. Enhanced by the char acter of the witnesses
1) Not gullible, but requiring proof (e.g., Thomas) - Jn 20:25
2) Atfirg fearful, but something made them fearless - Jn 20:19; Ac 4:13,19-20
3) Who spent their lives dedicated to truth, holiness, love- 1 Jn 1:5,6; 2:15-17; 4:11
c. Enhanced by the suffering of the witnesses
1) They gladly suffered for their testimony - Ac 5:41
2) Even dfter losing loved ones, like John who logt his brother James - Ac 12:1-2
2. Witnesseswere liars, frauds and decelvers
a. Only dternativeif the resurrection did not occur - cf. 1 Co 15:14-15
b. Nature of their testimony does not permit being mistaken or mided
1) They clamed to have heard, seen, and touched Jesus following His resurrection
- cf.1Jn 1:1-4; Ac 10:39-41
2) You cannot say that they were smply mistaken, or mided; you must proclaim them
liarsif Jesus was not risen from the dead!
c. Areyou willing to believe that those who wrote the New Testament were so corrupt?

CONCLUSION

1. Thetestimony for Jesus resurrection is sirong, enhanced by ...
a. Theevidence of the crucifixion
b. Theevidence of the empty tomb
c. Theevidence of the witnesses
-- Alternative theories smply do not hold up in the face of such evidence

2. What isthe sgnificance of this evidence and the resurrection of Jesus from the dead?
a. Jesusiseverything that John and Jesus Himself claimed to bel
1) Heisthe Son of God!
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2) Heisthe bread of life!
3) Heisthelight of the world!
4) Heisthe Good Shepherd!
5) Heistheresurrection and the life!
b. Bedievein Jesus, and you can...
1) Havetheright to become achild of God - Jn 1:12
2) Havelifein Hisname -Jn 20:31

Sadly, many people do not believe in Jesus. In our find lesson, we shdl condder why such isthe case,
even asit wasin John'sday. But if you believe in Jesus as the Son of God, don't hesitate to obey the
gospel of Chrigt - eg., Ac 8:35-38
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That You May Believe
They Did Not BelieveIn Him

INTRODUCTION

1. Despite evidence to substantiate the claims of Jesus, such as...
a. Thetestimony of the Father through signs
b. Thetestimony of the Father through Scripture
-~ John records that many did not believein Jesus - cf. Jn 12:37

2. Indl farness, those to whom John refers did not have the fullness of evidence presented in the
gospe itsdf...
a. They may have seen some of the signs, but not al
b. Some may have been ignorant of the Scriptures and their testimony concerning Jesus
c. They had yet to be given the witness of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead

3. But even with the fullness of evidence provided in the gospd of John...
a. Many ill did not believe in Jesus in those days
b. Many do not believe in Jesus today
4. Why? The reasons are many and varied...
a.  John mentions severd in the course of his gospe
b. Which may help us understand why many people do not believe today

[For example, one reason many failed to believe in Jesusweas ...]

. ALACK OF SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION

A. THEIR FOCUSWASON MATERIAL THINGS...
1. They wereimpressed by Hisfeeding of the 5000 - Jn 6:14-15
a. They wanted to make Him their king
b. They saw in Him someone who could meet their materia needs
2. But Hisdiscourse on the Bread of Life caused many to leave - Jn 6:60,66
a. For Hetold them to work for the food which endures to everlasting life - IJn 6:27
b. For He spoke of Himsdf asthe true Bread of Life

B. MANY LACK SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION TODAY ...

1. They arelooking for materid things
a. They want the church to provide for their physical needs
b. They want the church to entertain them or their children

2. If achurch offers only the Word of God, to make them disciples...
a. Whichisthe primary misson of the church - c¢f. 1 Ti 3:15; Mt 28:19-20
b. They look esewhere, seeking to find “the church of their choice’

- Yet Jesustaught Hisdiscipleswereto placether focus- cf. Mt 6:33
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[Not content with the spiritud nature of the kingdom (cf. Ro 14:17), they are unwilling to accept the
true demands of faith in Jesus. We aso read that many refused to confess Jesus because of ...

II. FEAR AND MORAL COWARDICE

A. THEY WERE AFRAID OF WHAT OTHERSMIGHT THINK...
1. Themultitude was afraid of what the Jaws might think - Jn 7:13
2. So were the parents of the man born blind - Jn 9:20-22
3. Some of the rulerswere afraid of the Pharisees - Jn 12:42-43
4. Pilate was fearful of what Caesar might hear - Jn 19:12-13

B. MANY FEAR WHAT OTHERSMIGHT THINK TODAY ...
1. Afrad that their peersat school might ridicule them
2. Afrad that their coworkers might ostracize them
3. Afrad of persecution for being “politicaly incorrect” or “rdigioudy intolerant”
- Yet Jesustaught His discipleswhom they should fear - Mt 10:28

[Fearful of losng acceptance, and being outcast, has made many unwilling to believe in Jesus. Then
there were those who had...]

[11.AMISPLACED LOVE

A. THEIR LOVE WASFOR THE WRONG THINGS...
1. They did not have alove for God - Jn 5:42-43
2. Ingteed, their love wasin such things as.
a. Thethings of darkness (evil), which they did not want to give up - Jn 3:19-20
b. Theglory of men, wanting to be praised by them - Jn 12:42-43
c. Sdf and materid things, asin the case of Judas-Jn 12:6

B. MANY HAVE A MISPLACED LOVE TODAY. ...
1. A lovefor family, popularity among friends
2. A lovefor wedth, hobbies
3. Alovefor immord lifestyles which they do want to give up
--  Yet Jesustaught His discipleswhom they should love and serve - Mt 22:37; 6:24

[Misplaced love often blinds one to the evidence that is capable of producing faith. Thereisadso the
problem of ...]

IV. THE HARDENED AND PREJUDICED HEART

A. MANY WERE BLINDED BY PREJUDICE...
1. The Pharisees were hardened by ther traditions, making them blind to the miracle Jesus
performed - Jn 9:13-16
2. S0 hardened by their prgjudices...
a. They werewilling to kill Jesus despite Hissigns - Jn 11:46-47,53
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b. They even werewilling to kill Lazarus-Jn 12:9-11

B. MANY ARE HARDENED BY THEIR PREJUDICE TODAY ...

1.
2.
3.

Their prgjudice for their traditions, creeds, denominations, efc.

Their prgudice for their bdiefs (e.g., evolution, humanism) which judtify their lifestyles
Making them unwilling to study the Bible, to see whether their cherished beliefs are true
Y et Jesus war ned about the dangers of hard heartsand blind eyes- Mt 13:15

[Perhaps contributing to such pregjudice and hardening of the heart is another reason why many did not
believe...]

V. INTELLECTUAL PRIDE

A. SOME WERE AFRAID OF BEING THOUGHT FOOLISH...

1.
2.

A tactic used to persuade the soldiers not to bdieve - cf. Jn 7:45-48
Thus an gpped was made to the “wisdom” of the rulers

B. MANY ARE HINDERED BY INTELLECTUAL PRIDE TODAY ...

1.
2.

They don’'t want to be thought foolish by their professors in school

They are impressed by the many “wiss” and “mighty” people who do not believe in Jesus
Yet God has purposely chosen foolish things to save man, to confound the arrogant
and proud “scholars’ of theworld - cf. 1 Co 1:18-21,26-31

[Many of the same people who rgject Jesus out of intdllectud pride are often guilty of rgecting Him for
areason that many people do...]

VI.IGNORANCE

A. SOME REJECTED CHRIST BECAUSE OF IGNORANCE...

1.
2.

They wereignorant of the facts, leading to wrong conclusons - Jn 7:40-43
They thought Jesus was born in Nazareth, not Bethlehem

B. MANY REJECT CHRIST OUT OF IGNORANCE TODAY ..

1.
2.
3.

They have not read the New Testament

They have not consder evidences for the resurrection of Jesus Christ

They have rgjected misconceptions or caricatures of Jesus Christ and His church
Unlike the noble Ber eans, they make little effort to get all thefacts- Ac17:11

CONCLUSION

1. Doyou bdievein Jesus? If not, why not...
Could it be alack of spiritual perception?
Could it be out of fear or mora cowardice?
Could it be a migplaced love?

Could it be a prgjudiced or hardened heart?
Could it be out of intellectuad pride?

a

oo o

e.
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Could it be amply out of ignorance?

2. Don't you want to believe in Jesus? Remember what He offers you...

a

b
C.
d

Felowship with God (*No one comes to the Father except through Me.”)

. Salvation from sin (“If you do not beieve that | am He, you will diein your Sns.”)

Guidance throughout life (“He who follows Me shdl not walk in darkness.”)

. Spiritual sustenance (*He who comesto Me shdl never hunger, and he who bdievesin Me

shdl never third.”)

The abundant life (“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.”)

Immortality (*1 am the resurrection and the life. He who believesin Me, though he may die, he
shdl live”)

Let the Word of God, in particular the Gospd of John, give you the evidence necessary to believein
Jesus, that you might have life through His name!

So then faith [comes] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. - Ro 10:17

And truly Jesus did many other signsin the presence of His disciples, which
are not written in thisbook; but these are written that you may believe that
Jesusisthe Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have lifein His
name. - Jn 20:30-31
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